
  

 NORTH STAR           April 2026 - Making Disciples...    

             Making a Difference. 
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April, 2026 

A Letter from Pastor Hansen 

Our Session is currently reading Beyond the Offering Plate as a book study. Beyond the Of-

fering Plate is a collection of essays by different authors that tackle different ways of looking at 

stewardship and what stewardship means that goes beyond budget spreadsheets, annual giving 

campaigns, and pledging. Itôs not that those aspects of stewardship are not important. They are 

important. That is, after all, how the lights stay on, the building stays warm in the winter and cool 

in the summer, parking lots get fixed, our staff, me included, get paid, the food pantry is housed 

and is partly funded, and more. All of that is important. Very important. But a budget does not a 

community or congregation make.  

One of the chapters we talked about at our last meeting discussed the stewardship of spir-

itual gifts. You and I each have spiritual gifts. We have an abundance of gifts. Some of us are 

teachers. Some of us have the gift of speaking (hopefully with humility and wisdom). Some of us 

have the gift of being persistent in prayer. Some of us have the gift of being deeply hopeful. Others 

have the gift of music and voice. Some are joyful volunteers. Some know how to fix things (which 

is a spiritual gift). Some know how to organize. We all have gifts ï not in the singular ï but many.  

There is a tendency to focus on the flashier, more public ones. One only has to read the 

Apostle Paulôs First Letter to the Corinthians to realize that tendency to prioritize some gifts over 

others has been going on for a long time. And as the Apostle Paul points out, when we do this, we 

suffer as a community. The community needs everyoneôs gifts. Everyoneôs gifts are important and 

essential to the health and vitality of the community.  

As much as these gifts are indeed gifts of the Holy Spirit, they do not just arrive in boxes, 

pre-packaged, with easy-to-follow instructions. As stewards, we, as community, must be inten-

tional about encouraging one another to recognize the gifts that we indeed do have and to help 

each other develop those gifts ï not for our glory or honor, but for the glory and honor of God, for 

the benefit of others.  

To paraphrase the author of the chapter on spiritual gifts, Rev. Dr. David Gambrell, we do 

this through prayer, through participating in public worship, by practicing gratitude, honest self-

reflection and examination, by emptying ourselves of arrogance, by engaging in self-discipline, 

giving of ourselves to others, and being in fellowship with one another. Each of these requires us 

to be in relationship not only with God but with one another. Each of those requires us to be in-

tentional. Each requires us to set aside time and other activities to do. Each requires us as a com-

munity to be supportive and to be a place and space in which people are encouraged to use their 

gifts.  

Each member of the body of Christ, each one of us, brings something unique and vital with 

us into our congregation. Some of our gifts are well-known and some are hidden or waiting to be 

developed. We have to trust that God has given us and will give us what we need to accomplish 

what God is calling us as a congregation to do. And to do that we have to trust that spiritual gifts 

that we and others have been given, no matter how small or insignificant we may think they are, 

are just as precious to God and valuable to the community as the gifts that get all the attention. 

And the question before us is: are we willing to trust God that much?  

Warmly in Christ, 

Pastor Evan 
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April Worship Volunteers  

 
If you would like to donate Chancel flowers (suggested                                                    
donation of $45), please contact Lori Lee at 607-739-3176.  

Available Sundays for April and May 2026 are:  
April 19 & 26 and May 3, 10, 17, 24 & 31. 

Please take the flowers home to enjoy after the service.  
If you are not in the sanctuary on  

your chosen date,  
we will be in touch with you to make a plan.  

Chancel Flower Orders 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/North-Presbyterian-Church/317905658221204?fref=ts
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April 5: 

William & Brenda Bobbi 
 

April 12: 
Alexander Bottcher 

 
April 19: 

Laurie Burdick 
 

April 26: 
Liz Bush 

 
 

Jesus tells us  
to pray without ceasing 

for the good of God's people.  

 

 
 
 
 
April 5: 
Glen Bolt 
Bethany Manor 
3005 Watkins Rd. 
Horseheads, NY 14845 
 
April 12: 
Wilma Padgett 
3015 Lake St. 
Elmira Heights, NY 14903 
 
April 19: 
Liz Bush 
37442 Loganberry Court 
Zephyrhills, FL 33542 
 
April 26: 
Ann Beattie 
4747 Glengarry Rd. 
Clarence, NY 14031 
 
 

Weekly Prayer Chain Email  

Did you know that you can pray or be prayed for? 
You are invited to let the church office know how 

you would like to be involved.  
We are stronger together. 

Please send 

a card to 

our 

Homebound 

Friends 

We would like to remind everyone that they 

are welcome to attend Session Meetings. 

If you are interested in attending one, 

please contact the church office.  

Our  
Love & 
Prayers 
Go Out  

To... 
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 Children and Youth Ministry April 2026  

As we enter April, we are still waiting for warmer weather to arrive. This weather has certainly 

been crazy and winter has definitely not been willing to let go! Iôm hoping and praying we have 

good weather for our annual Easter egg hunt and that weôll be able to have it outside in the sun-

shine.  

The month of March has been a crazy one. Kids have had sports or been out sick most of the 

month. We did have a great time attending the Broadway school play, ñThe Addams Familyò. Our 

very own Annalyse Ferriter was one of the actors. About twelve kids and adults from our church 

attended and everyone seemed to love it! March 27th was our Game Night, which featured lots of 

games, pizza, homemade ice cream, popcorn and movies!  

The next couple of months will be busy ones as we get ready for Confirmation for the older kiddos, 

Children and Youth Sunday and plan for VBS, which will be in July. If anyone is interested in 

helping out with VBS, please let Allie Sevey, Liz Wilson or myself know. A volunteer sheet for sign

-ups will be appearing soon on the Narthex counter.  

Praying for peace in this crazy world, which seems upside down right now. Love and peace to you 

all!  

 

Blessings in Christ,  

Deb Stamp  

Dir. of Children and Youth Min.  
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Parking Lot 
Worship: 

¶ Please use only 
the North         
Entrance 
(towards Roe 
Ave.)  

¶ Please tune your 
radio to 
1700AM. 

¶ Please exit 
through the 
South Entrance 
(towards the 
college). 

bt/ 

 

Sanctuary Worship: 
Please join us for Worship  

on Sunday mornings at 9:30 am. 
 

Check out our facebook page or 
church website for special services 
throughout the year, including  
Monthly Wednesday evening                 
services and weekly Lent and                 

Advent services. 

INFORMATION  

Weekly sermons are available on our website at 

https://www.northpres.church/sermon-details/ 

Via Zoom 
 

¶ Zoom service link will be emailed each 
week for those who would like to 
participate via Zoom. 

¶ If you would like to be prayed for or know someone who would like to be 

prayed for, please contact the church office. A prayer request will be sent to our 

prayer partners. If you would like someone to pray with you, a request can be 

sent to one of our prayer partners or Pastor Evan and someone will connect 

with you. 

¶ Remember to check our bulletin board for NPC and Community Announce-

ments/Information. 

¶ Lost something? Be sure to check the lost-and-found bin in the church office. 
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!ǇǊƛƭ CƻƻŘ tŀƴǘǊȅ  

{ƘƻǇǇƛƴƎ [ƛǎǘΥ 

¢ƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ƛǘŜƳǎ ŀǊŜ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ 

ǘƘƛǎ ƳƻƴǘƘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ CƻƻŘ tŀƴǘǊȅΥ 

YŜǘŎƘǳǇ ϧ ƳǳǎǘŀǊŘ 
{ŀƭŀŘ ŘǊŜǎǎƛƴƎ 
/ŀƴƴŜŘ ǘǳƴŀ 
 
Lƴ ŀŘŘƛǝƻƴΣ ƛŦ ȅƻǳǊ ŘŜƴǝǎǘ 
ƎƛǾŜǎ ȅƻǳ ǘƻƻǘƘōǊǳǎƘŜǎΣ ƅƻǎǎΣ 
ƻǊ ǘƻƻǘƘǇŀǎǘŜΣ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ 
ƴŜŜŘ ƛǘΣ ǘƘŜ ǇŀƴǘǊȅ ŘƻŜǎΗ 
aƻƴŜǘŀǊȅ Řƻƴŀǝƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ 
ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜΦ 

Special Offering for 

April 

Organ/Piano/Bells 

Fund 

 
Meet the Staff 

 
 
tŀǎǘƻǊ 9Ǿŀƴ IŀƴǎŜƴ                         tŀǎǘƻǊ 
            hǇŜƴ 5ƻƻǊ hŶŎŜ IƻǳǊǎΥ ¢ ϧ ² мΥол-пǇƳ 
  
tŀǳƭ IƻƭƭŀƴŘ           aǳǎƛŎ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ 
           
{ƘŀǊƻƴ wŜȅƴƻƭŘǎ                                                       hǊƎŀƴƛǎǘ 
      
wŀƴŘȅ /ƻǊƴŜƭƭ                                                               tƛŀƴƛǎǘ 
 
5Ŝō {ǘŀƳǇ              5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ ƻŦ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ  
       ϧ ¸ƻǳǘƘ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ
     
DǊŜǘŎƘŜƴ 5ǳũȅ            hŶŎŜ !ŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƻǊ
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The Good News Singersô 
practices are at 10:45 am 

Sundays. 

Bell Choir rehearsals 

are at 6:15 pm  

Wednesdays. 

Menôs Bible Study 
meets at 12:00 pm on Thursdays.                          
 If you would like more info, please 
contact Kurt Kalweit, Steve Allison                       

or the church office. 

Sunday School for all ages  

11:00 am weekly 

 

Wednesday Noon Bible Study                
is studying, The Cross by John 
Stott. If you would like more                             
information or study materials, 
please contact Wendy Swatling or 

the church office. 

Praise Band rehearsals 
are at 7:00 pm 
Wednesdays 

 

 

Chancel Choir rehearsals 

are at 7:30 pm                           

Wednesdays. 

Important Reminders: 

¶ The church office needs your contact information. Please let us know if anything has 
changed. 

¶ If you need to contact the church office for any reason, please feel free to email                       
        office@northpres.church                                                                                                      
 or call (607) 734-2977  Mon 8:00 am to noon, Tues-Fri 8:00 am to 5:30 pm. 

Youth Praise 
Band Practices 
are 10:55 am 
Sundays. 
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Second Place East, Inc. 

April donation  
Request: 

 
PILLOWS 

 

There will not be a Wednesday Fellowship 
Dinner in April.  

There will be no Saturday Breakfast or 

Workday in April. 

SATURDAY 

BREAKFAST 


