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February, 2
A Letter from Past

When you get this, I wi || be recovering frol
whet her the recovery time wil.| be one week no
on whether an extra bone | was born with needs
recovery time is three weeks no weight. I f it

And &l ebte h o e snto,t tthhaet act ual amount of& ti me |
Just no#WEN (CHEEES"S gy A NCIFCIS a0 s ipicaspic > De [“aule , |
di fference bet ween what the surgeon says and w|

This does not make it any easier. Not Kknowi |
anxiety producing. The Session has told me t ha:
believe . them and | believe others, as well, whi
to me before (not here) and change their minds
ient. Again, this has not been my experience hi
has been my experience el sewhere.

As foll owers of Christ, we may have been fr
ers of Sin and Death, but that does not mean w
uousto me may cause someone else to experience a panic attack. What may seem trivial to
someone el se may not be trivial at all to me.

Il n t he
someone ha

| aw, therefyios amkel & mpexiswoTthlemat y ey fs
s brittle bones and you shake their
whet her you knew they had brittle bones or not
you are stil!]l responsi ble for the damage you c.
ent. We are to take people as we find them, no

S

t

t

that even as we give people the bel
t hat we may hurt someone Or cause
ent in the world not to hurt someon:
true at the same ti me.

t
to th
al | t
can b

As foll owers of Christ, we are called to be
i nstead offaveganadgemac nt ain our innocence, WwWe WO
each other heal from past hurts. We work to bul
heals us and buil ds Tud@hrwpgthhrod thgeh st. hAnSp iwrhietn w
munity, when we give people the grace of the s]
er, we will find that we, too, receive the gif:1
that i1 s to al/l who experience it.

War mly in Christ,

Pastor Ev an
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https://www.facebook.com/pages/North-Presbyterian-Church/317905658221204?fref=ts

February 1:
L i

February 8:

St

February 15:
Tim & Cheryl

February 22:

Vi

eve

c ki

Jesus

to pray without G&a:

for the go

SRR LA, :
- .
a
Our Homebound Frieng:
»
)
| »
5 3
| »
: 3
‘February 1: 1
Jim & Carol Guaaliardo
11210 W. Water Pl easeitse:
z Wil son Elmira, NY 14¢ 5 carg@ t
£ i
**February 8: our .
AL | i .=.Marl ene CarperHomebound
'SOM.'501 Larchmont Erien'ds
‘El mira, NY 14¢ r
<V
‘February 15: -, m
‘Karen & Chris 3
136 Ridge Rd. -
Bal on EHorseheads, N ___i :
‘February 22: Homebound:
*=:Nancy Varnum MINISTRY
tells usi":2111 Grand Central AVe
‘Hor seheads, NY 14845 ,
od of Goix=: :

we make a

We would Iike to remind evemgeRrREey tpradyetrh@hai n E
are welcome to attend %Q%SS/BU M‘?c?vbinhgast you can
I f you are interested VYU aatrteed§|vﬁé ﬁ ke tlgtbéh
pl ease contact the churcﬁ/wgf @estronger toge



Children and Youth Ministry Fetl

Happy February! ! I hope everyone i s keeping war
mont hs. Il know we are al/l |l ooking forward to Spr
We are hoping to have some fun activities |ined
hosting a game day for all the youth and their f
night and, in March, Br oafifTheey Asdcalmosnde amvei [ldy boeu rp uyt
are in it so we want to go support them. Bot h Fi
ifThe Li ®dha&f ngear and it was wonder f ul Over thi
and dwe hoping for a great turnout this year, too
The youth program from both churches is already
here Julwl ylL2lteht h. We woul d also |Ii ke to take a g
the 27th thru the 29th. More information wil/ b e
I[n not sure who gets more excited, the kids ®r a

al ways a joy to spend time with our kiddos and ¢
Joy to all! Stay warm! !

Bl essings in Christ,
Deb St amp
Dir. of Children and Youth Ministry

S NN
Plugged In and Turned On S
"You are the light of the world.” Matthew 5:14 (NIV) & //4
a n Matthew 5:14-16 (NIV o
Based o atthew 5:14-16 (NIV) r §
&
g!(‘?“'l‘
XVFOKULYBDSMMOII
M3 MBY DET"GXYQ B S:X"Z A
M:Z'VM LI EOSLRELZR
LA R CSESNO L H L PDT O
2V K I YD EWHT HB.S I
GELEDSA A NGSER L Y PUNEBUR:E
HBRDKNAWORLDTEZHB
TP 10 O°HIEDED E N ERH L
BCVBOWLTMBS SKVCA
ONHPULAMPUOSXUTC
TYFE I I3 TX:R:0F P LCM)
R:R-3 D L J TiH& ¥ B GCEEZW 'R
BT Q E X LEFAT R EREN
CFMENSNMUYV ZWOSBA
X:I LR MD:R:J LIS TA:ND
LAMP LIGHT BOWL GOOD DEEDS
WORLD cIry MEN HIDDEN SHINE
PRAISE HOUSE FATHER HILL STAND
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Il f you would |Ii ke to be prayed for or Kk
prayed for, please contact the church o
prayer partners. | f you would I i ke some

sent to one of our prayer partners or P
with you.

Remember to check our bull etin board fo
ments/ I nformati on.

Lost somet hi ng? Be -asndflroeu ntdo bcihne cikn tthhee | col

PARKING
LOT
PRAYERS

Please tungekaW sermons are avail e
radi o to

https:// www. northgetasi lchi
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We are the Church, Together
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| mportant Remi

9 The church office needs your

changed.

f to contact
of fi ce @n

ABNO7) MBM 8:

T | you need t he
orthpr
or | 00 &m

cont act i

church
church
it B: Mo m,m T we D

es.

nder s :

n

of fic

f

e

. _ Wednesday Noon Bible St
't\AemtBllt)Zl(?)OStUdy Tt’tis 3tlﬁ>d(ydalnlgence, Run wi t
meets a £ pm on UheS dibdy® skeusgene H. Peter s
and is BUdyiiPmoogress . | f you wgould l i ke mor e
't you would Iike more 'irhff%’rnl%lt_‘?%%eor study mat e
contact Kurt Kalweit, SHeygs tb808ct Wendy Swat |
or the church office. the church office
Sl ScuraySCHOOL
"  ROOTED IN'GoD's WORD
growinngaxﬂLTogedwn
Sunday School for 2 ||
Adult 8 11: 00 am weekly
Sunday School
~
= Ch | Choi h
Praise Band @ e ance oir| gehe
Wednesdays Wednesdays.
n
Praise AR PPN
The Good Ned Practi &4l Choir: ear sfajl s
practices 10ar4e5 120" 55 am are at 6: SBTm
Sundays. Sundays Wednesdays.
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BREAKEAST

There wild| not be a Wednesday F
SHROUE February. Instead we will enjoy
TUESDAY Tuesday Dinner on February 17

Dinner wil |l be:

Waf fl es Three Cheese Quic

Bl ueberry and ABptenToppings

Fresh Whipped CHamm

Real Mapl e Syru@goffee/ Jui ce

Pl ease sign up at the Wel come
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Ml} Bible classes

Weekly chapel services

Annual spiritual emphasis week

All classes taught from a biblical worldview
Safe, moral environment

Emphasis on devebaping a personal relationship
with God through Bible reading and prayer
Serving others through community service

rieuled

Rigorous education to prepare for college success
100% College Acceptance Rate

Dual-credit college-level courses available in-hoese and *
online

Alumni successful in multiple fields: business,
medicioe, ministry, education, engineering, and more

weer, TCA

Responsible technology use through Chremebooks provided
for every student in grades 8-12

Multiple extracurricular options available to students
Opportunities to develop their leadership potential
Teachers who mentor and care for each student as aa
individual

Bs5-12

Certified faculty with advanced degrees
Accredited by the Association of Christiaa Schools
International & the Middle States Assaciation
Sports, Music, Robotics, and Drama
Fully equipped sciemee lab

Modern athletic facilities

District busing avail able for thesa in
Horseheads, Elmira, Elmira Heights,
Spencer Yan-Etten, and Waverly
Financial Aid availabsle

Mere Jnb

@g@
: ]
BTy

wwi. ttcany.org

Twin Tiers Christian Academy is dedicated to

I

spiring Students with a Christ-centered,
Student-focused, and College:oriented
tducation:




TWIN TIERS

CHRISTIAN ACADEMY

3 DATES TO CHOOSE FROM!

+ GET TO KNOW STUDENTS IN THEIR CURRENT
GRADE

*« EXPERIENCE UP TO 3 GRADE LEVEL CLASSES

+ EXPERIENCE OUR WEEKLY CHAPEL SERVICE

+ EXPERIENCE A DELICIOUS LUNCH - ON US|

4 TWIN TIERS

CHRISTIAN ACADEMY

3 DATES AND TIMES TO CHOOSE FROM!

. v'.I.llnln" MORE ABOUT TTCA'S MISSION AND

+ LEARN ABOUT ACADEMIC AND ATHLETIC
OPPORTUNITIES TTCA HAS TO OFFER

+ LEARN THE ADMISSIONS PROCESS

+ GET YOUR QUESTIONS ANSWERED

+ TOUR THE FACILITY .

&




FEBRUARY 17 AT 5:30 PM
WAFFLES WITH BLUEBERRY & APPLE TOPPINGS THREE CHEESE QUICHE
FRESHLY MADE WHIPPED CREAM BACON & HAM
REAL MAPLE SYRUP E COFFEE & JUICE




Wednesday
Lent Services

7:00 pm weekly

A SEASON OF REFLECTION,
RENEWAL, AND PREPARATION




Winter

Euchre Tournament

Fundraiser *
All proceeds ¢ N
to benefit the 1 @ b i&?!g

North Presbyierian Church

ok Food Pantry ¢

Saturday, February 28, at 4:00 pm.

921 College Ave., Flmira

$15 entry includes:
«Spaghetti dinner
« Water/Lemonade/Coffee /
-6 games of Euchre
50¢ per euchre




j{ymnSmg -a- LOTLg

North Presbyterian Church

921 CD]]ege Ave., Elmira
Saturday, Februaly 14.
Lunch at noon,

" Hymn Sing-a-Long
from 1 to 3 pm.

For lunch reservation,
please sign up at the Welcome Desk

607-734-2977. ‘Q

CONTEMPORARY .

- . MUSIC TO
. ACCOMPANY.
Please _

join us for
soup and
sandwiches!

M p




COMMUNI

1B Presbyterian News Senvice
REGARDING

- RULING
Councils of the Church ELDERS

Regarding Ruling Elders: A monthly series for serving faithfully

A MONTHLY RESOURCE FOR SERVING FAITHFULLY

‘i"January 15,2026 A" Alyson Janke & Presbyterian News Service

Conversation overheard in a church fellowship hall:

Youngil: 'm going to ask our pastor to change the time of Sunday worship this summer. We need it earlier so | can get to the lake.

Gloria: Oh, the pastor won't be able to decide that. We'll need a congregational meeting — that's how we did it in my former church.

Payton: Youngil, that might be a good idea, but the pastor doesn’t make that decision. And, Gloria, neither does the congregation, though it
will be consulted. This is a decision for the session.

Youngil: What is a session?
Gloria: Why would the session decide, rather than the congregation?
Payton: Well, it's all about how decisions are made throughout the councils of our church,

The Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) has a presbyterian form of government. We don't place much decision-making authority with individuals,
who are prone to “idolatry and tyranny” (Book of Order, F-2.05). Neither are we congregational, where most decisions are made by the entire

congregation. Instead, we are representative, electing ordained leaders to meet in councils to make decisions about our mission, ministry
and governance.

These ordained leaders are called presbyters (teaching elders or ministers of the Word and Sacrament) and ruling elders.

There are four councils, one at each level of the denomination composing a tiered system of government. Each council is responsible for its
own program, staffing, worship life, budget and administration of mission.

The session is the most local council. Each congregation is led and governed by its session, which is responsible for the congregation’s
worship, programs, property, finances and membership. The session is composed of persons elected by the congregation — ruling elders

and installed pastors (G-3.0201). In the session there are more ruling elders than teaching elders, but in all the other councils we strive to
maintain parity between the two.



The next-larger council is the presbytery, composed of all the congregations and ministers of the Word and Sacrament within a certain

district. It must have at least 10 sessions and 10 teaching elders. The preshytery is charged with oversight and nurture of its congregations
and ministers. It may organize, dismiss and dissolve congregations; oversee congregations without pastors; establish and dissolve pastoral
relationships; receive, dismiss and discipline its members; oversee the process by which individuals become teaching elders; and maintain

ecumenical relationships. The presbytery elects commissioners (voting delegates) to synod and to General Assembly. Powers not specifically
delegated “are reserved to the preshyteries” (G-3.0101).

The synod is the next-most-inclusive council, with at least three presbyteries in its region. Synod is responsible for the life and mission of the
church and for supporting the presbyteries throughout its region (G-3.0401). There are currently 16 synods, each with a distinct ministry and
mission.

The General Assembly is the council of the whole church. It meets biennially and deliberates on matters of governance, mission, social
witness and doctrine (G-3.0501).

When councils are meeting, they make decisions by majority vote, after debate and discussion and opportunity for discernment (F-3.0205).
They use "Robert’s Rules of Order, Newly Revised" to conduct their meetings (G-3.0105). They are “not simply to reflect the will of the people,
but rather to seek together to find and represent the will of Christ” (F-3.0204).

The councils are both independent and interconnected. The decisions of one become the decisions of the whole church (G-3.01), but each
council has certain responsibilities reserved to it alone. For instance, only a session can ordain ruling elders and deacons and only a
presbytery can ordain teaching elders — but once they are ordained, they are for the whole church.

All the requirements placed upon the councils and their various roles and responsibilities are explained in the Book of Order, which is the
second part of our church’s constitution.

Oh, Gloria and Youngil, our congregational meeting to elect session members for the coming year is in a couple of weeks. | hope you will be
there to see who our new session members will be!

For Reflection:

¢ As a ruling elder, how have you seen your impact on the church?
o What are some decisions of the session that have helped you reflect on your faith and life as a spiritual leader?
¢ [n what ways have you witnessed the preshytery assisting its congregations?

o What is the goal of decisions made by councils?

MT



STEWARDSHIP

Managing God's Gifts To Us

A Message from Stewardship & |

As we enter 2026, we would Iike you to reflect
giving relationship as an expression of the Dbl e
gifts to share. We can support our church with
take90bhdays from February 6 to May 6 to prayerf
i nveste®d@ wor&odhrough North Presbyterian Churct
taking to support this work. We wil/ be sharing
this reflection. We ask that you start by revie
you are currently at.

What giving step is God asking you to ta

T Get stdr theidiiegni ven or volunteered before. My n
and how | can help.

T Give consilstganwtel yaand hel p occasionally. My nex
and involvement.

T Grow my gli vginge consistently and help where I
God is calling me to |l ook for ways to grow my

1 Ot heMy, next step |l ooks a |ittle different. [ v
be and reach out for assistance.

We hope that during this period you will consid
consider where God is | eading you. We wil/| be s
this ninety day period to help with your discer

Stewardship & Finance

My
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d of Session

Session Summary
January 18, 2026

Meeting opened with scr-iptuaedévomi hal i ppadr
Upper Room, foll owed by prayer by Cheri e Mi

The minutes of the December 21, 2025 stated ¢
amended.

The Tr &asRierpeorr t |, |ncluding St atement of Asset
Performance through December 31, 2025 was r
The endowment finished the year higher than

The Session approved the foll owing actions:

To accept a $2, 000 donation from the Panos
which will be used to purchase NIV bible
students via Dr-ba3edf CBeeldenwatbai flor EC.

To all ow the Treasurer t @omertyhlay /sipiemort leldy
voices without a Vv @ucdh esrcreett itohne Tr easur e

n

The following time off requests for Pastor
For surgery/recovery: Sunday 2/1/ 2026 (
Sunday 2/8/ 2026 (Tim Allison preachin

No first Wednesday of the month service

Vacation 4/13/ 2026 through Sunday 4/ 19/
meeting will be moved to 4/26/2026.)

Study Leave 5/19/2026 through 5/ 24/ 2026¢
Vacation 6/10/ 2026 through 6/14/2026.
Ash Wednesday service will be held on Wedr
To appoint Wendy -ywevart |tienrgm fags @l emk of Ses

To appoint Pat HRieamhatdés mf as dremsur er .
Dates for Saltounrgdsa:y si ng
2/ 21/ 2026 (Maymheg hect)hé4ldate for Maxir

funeral .), 3/21/ 2026, /' 18/ 2026, 5/ 16
8/ 15 /2026, 9/ 19/ 2026, 10/17/2026.
To spend up to $4000 to rebuild the boiler
The use ®fHWI I I byt John Easdlwomhdoltioc)h o$ wWp er
party.

H N



NPC Board of Session

To receive the foll owing PC(USA) offering:
One Great Hour of Shadr/ibniga 6( OGHS) 2/ 18/
Worl d Communi on-10ndwpR69/ 6/ 26
Christmas J-bag/ 20/ 286/ 26
CWS Bl anket SH6bhndé&y2%/3/ 26

The meeting was adjourned with prayer at 7: 1¢
Respectfully submitted,

Wendy Swatling
Clerk of Session
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February 18
TUESDﬂU_ié%; Joint Service at 7:00 pm w
First Pres, Hhds. Pres
17 at and Big Flats Pres
d
l di ngs &
omm. Meet i ng
ruary 10 at
Finance Commi
Meeting
February 11 at 9:
° . 2 ﬂcﬂ' . . Al ' 9
s A @ Communi cations | &
iag gsx_oa Committee Meeti SA[URDAY
o SOV g Februar 10 at
¢, lai’e Y BREAKFAST
in._ F'ebru
SpPCHRISTIAN Communi.ty
o \T EDUC“T'ON Gr ace Ep| S
INCUVS & 5 Church
Il nformation to l)%hrillnsctl'uad'deCilo ; :-
in the March Northa?sl? lllarypm Wednesday, Febr u,
Newsl etter 1is ue to fhp Set wup at 3100
Church Officp by Dinner at 5:00
Monday, Februagary 23.




