
  

 NORTH STAR       February 2026 - Making Disciples...    

             Making a Difference. 

¶     wŜƳƛƴŘŜǊǎΥ tŀƎŜ у 
         -.ƛōƭŜ {ǘǳŘȅ ϧ {ǳƴŘŀȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭ       
    -aǳǎƛŎ wŜƘŜŀǊǎŀƭǎ 
¶     aƛǎǎƛƻƴǎΣ CŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇΥ tŀƎŜ ф 
¶     ¢ǿƛƴ ¢ƛŜǊǎ /ƘǊƛǎǝŀƴ !ŎŀŘŜƳȅΥ tŀƎŜǎ мл-мм 
¶     {ƘǊƻǾŜ ¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅΥ tŀƎŜ мн 
¶     !ǎƘ ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅ ϧ [Ŝƴǘ tŀƎŜ мо 
¶  9ǳŎƘǊŜ CǳƴŘǊŀƛǎŜǊΥ tŀƎŜ мп 
¶     IȅƳƴ {ƛƴƎ-ŀ-[ƻƴƎΥ tŀƎŜ мр 
¶     /ƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǝƻƴǎΥ tŀƎŜǎ мс-мт 
¶     {ǘŜǿŀǊŘǎƘƛǇΥ tŀƎŜ му 
¶     aƛǎǎƛƻƴΥ tŀƎŜ мф 
¶     .ƻŀǊŘ ƻŦ {ŜǎǎƛƻƴΥ tŀƎŜǎ нл-нм 
¶     CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ 9ǾŜƴǘǎΥ tŀƎŜǎ нн-но 
¶     /ŀƭŜƴŘŀǊΥ tŀƎŜ нп 

Lƴ ¢Ƙƛǎ LǎǎǳŜ 
¶   [ŜǧŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ tŀǎǘƻǊ IŀƴǎŜƴΥ tŀƎŜ н 
¶   ²ƻǊǎƘƛǇ ±ƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎΥ tŀƎŜ о 
¶   /ƘŀƴŎŜƭ CƭƻǿŜǊ hǊŘŜǊǎΥ tŀƎŜ о 
¶   ²Ŝ !ǊŜ CŀƳƛƭȅΥ tŀƎŜ п 
   -Lƴ hǳǊ ¢ƘƻǳƎƘǘǎ ϧ tǊŀȅŜǊǎΣ {ŜƴŘ ŀ /ŀǊŘ 
¶   /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ϧ ¸ƻǳǘƘΥ tŀƎŜ р 
   -[ŜǧŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǳǊ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ  
    ƻŦ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ϧ ¸ƻǳǘƘ aƛƴƛǎǘǊƛŜǎ 
¶   ²ƻǊǎƘƛǇ LƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴΥ tŀƎŜǎ с-т 
   -{ǇŜŎƛŀƭ wŜƳƛƴŘŜǊǎΥ tŀƎŜ с 
   -/ƻƴǘŀŎǘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴΥ tŀƎŜ т 
        -{ǇŜŎƛŀƭ hũŜǊƛƴƎǎΥ tŀƎŜ т 
        -CƻƻŘ tŀƴǘǊȅΥ tŀƎŜ т 

òAbove all, love each 

other deeply , because 

love covers over a 

multitude of sins.ó 

 1 Peter 4:8 NIV  



н 

February, 2026 

A Letter from Pastor Hansen 

When you get this, I will be recovering from surgery to my right ankle. I have no clue 

whether the recovery time will be one week no weight or three weeks no weight. It all depends 

on whether an extra bone I was born with needs to be removed or shaved down. If it does, my 

recovery time is three weeks no weight. If it does not, my recovery time is one week no weight. 

And letôs be honest, thatôs not the actual amount of time I will need to recover; thatôs 

just no weight. As I have told people before, I have had a lot of surgeries. I know that there is a 

difference between what the surgeon says and what actually happens.  

This does not make it any easier. Not knowing how long my recovery time will be is 

anxiety producing. The Session has told me that I need to take the time I need to recover. I 

believe them and I believe others, as well, when they say that. I have also had people say that 

to me before (not here) and change their minds the moment my absence became inconven-

ient. Again, this has not been my experience here and it is not what I expect to happen, but it 

has been my experience elsewhere.  

As followers of Christ, we may have been freed by Christ from bondage under the pow-

ers of Sin and Death, but that does not mean we do not have baggage. What may seem innoc-

uous to me may cause someone else to experience a panic attack. What may seem trivial to 

someone else may not be trivial at all to me.  

In the law, there is an old maxim that ñyou take a person as you find them.ò That is, say 

someone has brittle bones and you shake their hand and break a bone. It does not matter 

whether you knew they had brittle bones or not or how hard or gently you shook their hand; 

you are still responsible for the damage you caused. As followers of Christ, we are no differ-

ent. We are to take people as we find them, not as we want them to be. 

It means that even as we give people the benefit of the doubt that we are also sensitive 

to the fact that we may hurt someone or cause offense without knowing it. You and I can have 

all the intent in the world not to hurt someone and what we do can still hurt someone. Both 

can be true at the same time. 

As followers of Christ, we are called to be healers and peacemakers. This means that 

instead of trying to ñsave faceò and maintain our innocence, we work with one another to help 

each other heal from past hurts. We work to build each other up out of love for the God who 

heals us and builds us up through the Spirit ï through others. And when we do this as com-

munity, when we give people the grace of the space, the time, and the care they need to recov-

er, we will find that we, too, receive the gift of healing and recovery. And, what a gift of God 

that is to all who experience it.  

 

Warmly in Christ, 

 

Pastor Evan 
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ƘǧǇǎΥκκǿǿǿΦŦŀŎŜōƻƻƪΦŎƻƳκbƻǊǘƘ-tǊŜǎōȅǘŜǊƛŀƴ-/ƘǳǊŎƘ                                    ƘǧǇǎΥκκǿǿǿΦƴƻǊǘƘǇǊŜǎΦŎƘǳǊŎƘκ  

¢ŜŎƘ .ƻƻǘƘ                          /ƻǳƴǘŜǊǎ 
CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ м .ƛƭƭ CǳǊƴŀǎ           CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ м  !ƴƴŜǧŜ {ǘŜǾŜƴǎΣ WƻŜ wƻƭƭǎ 
CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ у .ƛƭƭ CǳǊƴŀǎ                                     CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ у  !ƭƭƛŜ {ŜǾŜȅΣ ²ŜƴŘȅ {ǿŀǘƭƛƴƎ 
CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ мр {ǘŜǾŜ !ƭƭƛǎƻƴ                        CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ мр  tƘƛƭ /ŀǊǇŜƴǝŜǊΣ tŀǘ wƛŎƘŀǊŘǎ 
CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ нн {ǘŜǾŜ !ƭƭƛǎƻƴ           CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ нн  /ƛƴŘȅ ϧ YǳǊǘ YŀƭǿŜƛǘ 
                               
¦ǎƘŜǊǎ                ²ŜŜ ²ƻǊǎƘƛǇ                                                              
CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ м !ƳŀƴŘŀ YƻǊŦƳŀƴƴΣ WƻŜ wƻƭƭǎ                      CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ м  !ƳŀƴŘŀ wŜŜǎŜΣ .ŜŎƪȅ YƻǿǳƭƛŎƘ 
CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ у ¢ƛƳ ϧ /ƘŜǊȅƭ !ƭƭƛǎƻƴ          CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ у  YŀǊŜƴ ²ƛƭǎƻƴΣ .ŀǊō 5ǳǊȅŜŀ 
CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ мр bŀƴŎȅ LǎŀŀŎǎΣ YŀǘŜ IŀƴǎŜƴ                      CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ мр  !ƭƭƛŜ ϧ {Ŏƻǧ {ŜǾŜȅ  
CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ нн YǳǊǘ ϧ /ƛƴŘȅ YŀƭǿŜƛǘ                       CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ нн  5Ŝō {ǘŀƳǇΣ tŀƛǘȅƴ tŜǊǊȅ 
          
DǊŜŜǘŜǊǎ              /ƻũŜŜ IƻǳǊ               
CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ м DŜǊǊȅ IŀǊŘƛƴƎ Φ                CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ м  YŀǘŜ IŀƴǎŜƴΣ wƻōƛƴ vǳŀǊǘƭȅ 
CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ у ¢ƛƳ !ƭƭƛǎƻƴ           CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ у  .ƻōōƛ CǳǊƴŀǎΣ tŀǘ wƛŎƘŀǊŘǎ 
CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ мр bŀƴŎȅ LǎŀŀŎǎ           CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ мр  aŜƭŀƴƛŜ CƛǘȊǇŀǘǊƛŎƪΣ ²ŜƴŘȅ {ǿŀǘƭƛƴƎ 
CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ нн {ŜǾŜȅ CŀƳƛƭȅ                  CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ нн  /ƛƴŘȅ YŀƭǿŜƛǘΣ !ƴƴŜǧŜ {ǘŜǾŜƴǎ 
               
/ƻƳƳǳƴƛƻƴ                 ²ƻǊǎƘƛǇ !ǎǎƛǎǘŀƴǘ                                                  
CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ п WƻƘƴ 9ŀǎǘǿƻƻŘΣ [ƻǊƛ [ŜŜΣ ±ƛŎƪƛ .ŀƭƻƴ         CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ м  ¢.5 
  ²ŜƴŘȅ {ǿŀǘƭƛƴƎΣ ¢.5                   CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ у  ¢.5 
CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ мр ±ƛŎƪƛ .ŀƭƻƴΣ [ƻǊƛ [ŜŜΣ /ƘŜǊƛŜ aƛŎƘŀƭƪƻΣ         CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ мр ¢.5  
  ¢.5                    CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ нн [ƻǊƛ [ŜŜ 
                
 
¸ƻǳǘƘ ¦ǎƘŜǊ 
CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ у !ƴŀƭȅǎŜ CŜǊǊƛǘŜǊ 
CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ нн WƻǊŘȅƴ ²ƛƭƪƛƴǎƻƴ                     
          

FebruaryWorship Volunteers  

 
If you would like to donate Chancel flowers (suggested                                                    
donation of $45), please contact Lori Lee at 607-739-3176.  
Available Sundays for February and March 2026 are:  

February 15 & 22 and March 1, 8, 15, 22 & 28. 
Please take the flowers home to enjoy after the service.  

If you are not in the sanctuary on  
your chosen date,  

we will be in touch with you to make a plan.  

Chancel Flower Orders 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/North-Presbyterian-Church/317905658221204?fref=ts


п 

 
February 1: 
Liz Wilson 

 
February 8: 
Steve Allison 

 
February 15: 

Tim & Cheryl Allison 
 

February 22: 
Vicki Balon 

 
 

Jesus tells us  
to pray without ceasing 

for the good of God's people.  

 

 
 
 
 
February 1: 
Jim & Carol Guagliardo 
1210 W. Water St., Apt. 110 
Elmira, NY 14905 
 
February 8: 
Marlene Carpentier 
501 Larchmont Rd. 
Elmira, NY 14905 
 
February 15: 
Karen & Chris Paul 
136 Ridge Rd. 
Horseheads, NY 14845 
 
February 22: 
Nancy Varnum 
2111 Grand Central Ave. 
Horseheads, NY 14845 
 
 
 
 

Weekly Prayer Chain Email  

Did you know that you can pray or be prayed for? 
You are invited to let the church office know how 

you would like to be involved.  
We are stronger together. 

Please send 

a card to 

our 

Homebound 

Friends 

We would like to remind everyone that they 

are welcome to attend Session Meetings. 

If you are interested in attending one, 

please contact the church office.  

Our  
Love & 
Prayers 
Go Out  

To... 
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Children and Youth Ministry February 2026  

Happy February!!! I hope everyone is keeping warm. This certainly has been a very chilly couple of 

months. I know we are all looking forward to Spring and warmer weather, I certainly am!  

We are hoping to have some fun activities lined up for the next two months. January had First Pres. 

hosting a game day for all the youth and their friends. In February, we are planning a movie/pizza 

night and, in March, Broadway school will be putting on ñThe Adams Familyò. Some of our youth 

are in it so we want to go support them. Both First Pres. and North Pres. went to the production of 

ñThe Lion Kingò last year and it was wonderful. Over thirty people from both churches showed up 

and weôre hoping for a great turnout this year, too!  

The youth program from both churches is already making plans for VBS, which we hope to host 

here July 12th-July 16th. We would also like to take a group to Kingdom Bound at the end of July, 

the 27th thru the 29th. More information will be coming as plans are confirmed.  

Iôm not sure who gets more excited, the kids or adults, when we have special events planned, but itôs 

always a joy to spend time with our kiddos and strengthen our relationships with them! Peace and 

Joy to all! Stay warm!!!  

Blessings in Christ,  

Deb Stamp  

Dir. of Children and Youth Ministry  
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Parking Lot 
Worship: 

¶ Please use only 
the North         
Entrance 
(towards Roe 
Ave.)  

¶ Please tune your 
radio to 
1700AM. 

¶ Please exit 
through the 
South Entrance 
(towards the 
college). 

bt/ 

 

Sanctuary Worship: 
Please join us for Worship  

on Sunday mornings at 9:30 am. 
 

Check out our facebook page or 
church website for special services 
throughout the year, including  
Monthly Wednesday evening                 
services and weekly Lent and                 

Advent services. 

INFORMATION  

Weekly sermons are available on our website at 

https://www.northpres.church/sermon-details/ 

Via Zoom 
 

¶ Zoom service link will be emailed each 
week for those who would like to 
participate via Zoom. 

¶ If you would like to be prayed for or know someone who would like to be 

prayed for, please contact the church office. A prayer request will be sent to our 

prayer partners. If you would like someone to pray with you, a request can be 

sent to one of our prayer partners or Pastor Evan and someone will connect 

with you. 

¶ Remember to check our bulletin board for NPC and Community Announce-

ments/Information. 

¶ Lost something? Be sure to check the lost-and-found bin in the church office. 
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/ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜκ/ƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƻǊ 9Ƴŀƛƭ !ŘŘǊŜǎǎ 

!ǳŘƛǘ ƻŶŎŜϪƴƻǊǘƘǇǊŜǎΦŎƘǳǊŎƘ 

.ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎ ϧ DǊƻǳƴŘǎ ŎŀƳǇǳǎϪƴƻǊǘƘǇǊŜǎΦŎƘǳǊŎƘ 

.ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ¦ǎŜ ŎŀƳǇǳǎϪƴƻǊǘƘǇǊŜǎΦŎƘǳǊŎƘ 

/ƭŜǊƪ ƻŦ {Ŝǎǎƛƻƴ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴϪƴƻǊǘƘǇǊŜǎΦŎƘǳǊŎƘ 

5ŜŀŎƻƴǎ ƻŶŎŜϪƴƻǊǘƘǇǊŜǎΦŎƘǳǊŎƘ 

9ŘǳŎŀǝƻƴ ƻŶŎŜϪƴƻǊǘƘǇǊŜǎΦŎƘǳǊŎƘ 

CŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇ ƻŶŎŜϪƴƻǊǘƘǇǊŜǎΦŎƘǳǊŎƘ 

CƛƴŀƴŎŜ ƻŶŎŜϪƴƻǊǘƘǇǊŜǎΦŎƘǳǊŎƘ 

aƛǎǎƛƻƴ ϧ hǳǘǊŜŀŎƘ ƻŶŎŜϪƴƻǊǘƘǇǊŜǎΦŎƘǳǊŎƘ 

bƻƳƛƴŀǝƴƎ ƴƻƳƛƴŀǝƴƎϪƴƻǊǘƘǇǊŜǎΦŎƘǳǊŎƘ 

{ǘŀũ wŜƭŀǝƻƴǎ ǎǘŀũψǊŜƭŀǝƻƴǎϪƴƻǊǘƘǇǊŜǎΦŎƘǳǊŎƘ 

¢ŜŎƘ ϧ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǝƻƴǎ ƻŶŎŜϪƴƻǊǘƘǇǊŜǎΦŎƘǳǊŎƘ 

¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊ CƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭψǎŜŎϪƴƻǊǘƘǇǊŜǎΦŎƘǳǊŎƘ 

²ƻǊǎƘƛǇ ϧ aǳǎƛŎ ƻŶŎŜϪƴƻǊǘƘǇǊŜǎΦŎƘǳǊŎƘ 

 {ǘŀũ  9Ƴŀƛƭ !ŘŘǊŜǎǎ 

/ƘǳǊŎƘ !ŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƻǊ ƻŶŎŜϪƴƻǊǘƘǇǊŜǎΦŎƘǳǊŎƘ 

5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ ƻŦ ¸ƻǳǘƘ aƛƴƛǎǘǊƛŜǎ ȅƻǳǘƘϪƴƻǊǘƘǇǊŜǎΦŎƘǳǊŎƘ 

tƛŀƴƛǎǘ ŜƭƳƛǊŀǊŀƴŘȅƳŀƴϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ 

aǳǎƛŎ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ ƻŶŎŜϪƴƻǊǘƘǇǊŜǎΦŎƘǳǊŎƘ 

hǊƎŀƴƛǎǘ ƻŶŎŜϪƴƻǊǘƘǇǊŜǎΦŎƘǳǊŎƘ 

tŀǎǘƻǊ ǇŀǎǘƻǊϪƴƻǊǘƘǇǊŜǎΦŎƘǳǊŎƘ 

 

 

CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ CƻƻŘ tŀƴǘǊȅ  

{ƘƻǇǇƛƴƎ [ƛǎǘΥ 

¢ƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ƛǘŜƳǎ ŀǊŜ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ 

ǘƘƛǎ ƳƻƴǘƘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ CƻƻŘ tŀƴǘǊȅΥ 

{ƻǳǇ 
¢ǳƴŀ 
/ŜǊŜŀƭ 
 
Lƴ ŀŘŘƛǝƻƴΣ ƛŦ ȅƻǳǊ ŘŜƴǝǎǘ ƎƛǾŜǎ 
ȅƻǳ ǘƻƻǘƘōǊǳǎƘŜǎΣ ƅƻǎǎΣ ƻǊ 
ǘƻƻǘƘǇŀǎǘŜΣ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƴŜŜŘ 
ƛǘΣ ǘƘŜ ǇŀƴǘǊȅ ŘƻŜǎΗ aƻƴŜǘŀǊȅ 
Řƻƴŀǝƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜΦ 

Special Offering for 

February:  

Building Fund 

 

 
Meet the Staff 

 
 
tŀǎǘƻǊ 9Ǿŀƴ IŀƴǎŜƴ                         tŀǎǘƻǊ 
            hǇŜƴ 5ƻƻǊ hŶŎŜ IƻǳǊǎΥ ¢ ϧ ² мΥол-пǇƳ 
  
tŀǳƭ IƻƭƭŀƴŘ           aǳǎƛŎ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ 
           
{ƘŀǊƻƴ wŜȅƴƻƭŘǎ                                                       hǊƎŀƴƛǎǘ 
      
wŀƴŘȅ /ƻǊƴŜƭƭ                                                               tƛŀƴƛǎǘ 
 
5Ŝō {ǘŀƳǇ              5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ ƻŦ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ  
       ϧ ¸ƻǳǘƘ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ
     
DǊŜǘŎƘŜƴ 5ǳũȅ            hŶŎŜ !ŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƻǊ
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The Good News Singersô 
practices are at 10:45 am 

Sundays. 

Bell Choir rehearsals 

are at 6:15 pm  

Wednesdays. 

Menôs Bible Study 
meets at 12:00 pm on Thursdays                         
and is studying ñPilgrimôs Progressò 
 If you would like more info, please 
contact Kurt Kalweit, Steve Allison                       

or the church office. 

Sunday School for all ages  

11:00 am weekly 

 

Wednesday Noon Bible Study                
is studying, Excellence, Run with 
the Horses by Eugene H. Peterson.  

  If you would like more                             
information or study materials, 
please contact Wendy Swatling or 

the church office. 

Praise Band rehearsals 
are at 7:00 pm 
Wednesdays 

 

 

Chancel Choir rehearsals 

are at 7:30 pm                           

Wednesdays. 

Important Reminders: 

¶ The church office needs your contact information. Please let us know if anything has 
changed. 

¶ If you need to contact the church office for any reason, please feel free to email                       
        office@northpres.church                                                                                                      
 or call (607) 734-2977  Mon 8:00 am to noon, Tues-Fri 8:00 am to 5:30 pm. 

Youth Praise 
Band Practices 
are 10:55 am 
Sundays. 



ф 

Second Place East, Inc. 

February donation  
Request: 

 
LAUNDRY DETERGENT 

 

There will not be a Wednesday Fellowship Dinner in              
February. Instead, we will enjoy our traditional Shrove 

Tuesday Dinner on February 17 at 5:30 pm. 
 

Dinner will be: 
Waffles    Three Cheese Quiche               
Blueberry and Apple Toppings Bacon   
Fresh Whipped Cream  Ham 
Real Maple Syrup   Coffee/Juice 
 
Please sign up at the Welcome Desk to reserve your spot! 

 

There will be no Saturday Breakfast or 

work day in February.                                          
SATURDAY 

BREAKFAST 



мл 



мм 
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Shrove Tuesday Dinner 
FEBRUARY 17 AT 5:30 PM 

   WAFFLES WITH BLUEBERRY & APPLE TOPPINGS  THREE CHEESE QUICHE 

   FRESHLY MADE WHIPPED CREAM    BACON & HAM 

   REAL MAPLE SYRUP                COFFEE & JUICE  

Please sign up 

at the                    

Welcome Desk 

to reserve your 

spot. 
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Ash Wednesday  

Joint Worship Service 
 

 

 

 

 

 

With First Presbyterian Church of Elmira,  
First Presbyterian Church of Horseheads and  
First Presbyterian Church of Big Flats 

 

February 18 at 7:00 pm 

Wednesday  

Lent Services 

7:00 pm weekly 



мп 



мр 



мс 



мт 



му 

A Message from Stewardship & Finance 

 

As we enter 2026, we would like you to reflect on your relationship with God, in particular, your 

giving relationship as an expression of the blessings you have received. We each have many 

gifts to share. We can support our church with our time, talents and treasure. We ask that you 

take the  90 days from February 6 to May 6 to prayerfully reflect on how you are personally          

invested in Godôs work through North Presbyterian Church. What steps are you able to consider 

taking to support this work. We will be sharing information with you over the 90 days to help in 

this reflection. We ask that you start by reviewing the questions below and identify which step 

you are currently at.  

 

 

What giving step is God asking you to take for the next 90 days? 

¶ Get started: I havenôt given or volunteered before. My next step is to begin finding where 

and how I can help. 

¶ Give consistently: I give and help occasionally. My next step is to prioritize regular giving 

and involvement. 

¶ Grow my giving: I give consistently and help where I am able. Through prayer, I believe  

God is calling me to look for ways to grow my faith and giving. 

¶ Other: My next step looks a little different. I will prayerfully consider what my steps should 

be and reach out for assistance. 

 

We hope that during this period you will consider your entire faith journey and prayerfully              

consider where God is leading you. We will be sharing information and thoughts throughout 

this ninety day period to help with your discernment and commitment. 

 

Stewardship & Finance  
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Mission & Outreach: Per Capita 

 

 

As we approach the new year and review and approve a budget for our church, I would like to 
draw your attention to the Per Capita expense.  NPCôs Per Capita for 2026 has been set by the 
Presbytery of Geneva at $7,772 which represents $66.43 per member.  You may be wondering 
what Per Capita is and why it is an important function of our Presbytery, General Assembly and 
Synod.   

 

What is Per Capita? In essence, per capita is an amount of money apportioned per member that 
is paid to the Presbytery of Geneva, the Synod of the Northeast, and the General Assembly of 
the Presbyterian Church USA.  Just as a train cannot move without an engine, our church coun-
cils require a power source to enable them to provide basic services which support our mutual 
mission as the Body of Christ. Per capita covers the ecclesiastical expenses of the denomination: 
the coordination and evaluation of mission, and the performance of ecclesiastical, legislative, 
and judicial functions. Per capita is an opportunity for all members of the Presbyterian church 
to participate equally, responsibly, and interdependently by sharing the organizational costs of 
the larger church. Per capita establishes a minimum level of financial participation in the vital 
work of our connectional church as the Body of Christ, strengthening the sense of community 
among all Presbyterians. It is a moral obligation we share with one another. 

 

For 2026, the breakdown of how Per Capita will be distributed is as follows: Presbytery of Gene-
va $50.92, Synod of the Northeast $4.25, General Assembly $11.26, for a total per member of 
$66.43. 

 

To help defray the Per Capita expense, the Mission & Outreach Committee is encouraging each 
member to contribute per capita beyond their regular giving to the church.  Contributions to Per 
Capita can be made in-full as a one-time payment or can be paid over the course of the year in 
monthly installments.  Envelopes for Per Capita have been placed in each pew and are also 
available on the welcome center.  

 

In Paulôs second letter to the Corinthians he reminds us:    

 

ñEach of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under 
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.  And God is able to bless you abundantly, so that in 
all things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work. As it is writ-
ten:  óThey have freely scattered their gifts to the poor; their righteousness endures forever.ô é
This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of the Lordôs people but is also 
overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God.ò   
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Session Summary 

January 18, 2026 

 

Meeting opened with scripture from Philippians 1:1-11, a devotional reading from The 
Upper Room, followed by prayer by Cherie Michalko 

The minutes of the December 21, 2025 stated Session meeting were approved as               
amended. 

The Treasurerôs Report, including Statement of Assets, and Profit & Loss Budget                   
Performance through December 31, 2025 was reviewed and received as presented. 
The endowment finished the year higher than it was at the start of 2025. 

The Session approved the following actions: 

To accept a $2,000 donation from the Panosian Family Foundation, $300 of 
which will be used to purchase NIV bibles to be distributed to Elmira College 
students via Dr. Jeff Seeley, Faith-based Coordinator for EC. 

To allow the Treasurer to pay a specified list of vendorsô monthly/bimonthly in-
voices without a voucher at the Treasurerôs discretion. 

The following time off requests for Pastor Hansen: 

For surgery/recovery: Sunday 2/1/2026 (Rev. David Ashby preaching) & 
Sunday 2/8/2026 (Tim Allison preaching). 

No first Wednesday of the month service on 2/4/2026  

Vacation 4/13/2026 through Sunday 4/19/2026. (The April Stated Session 
meeting will be moved to 4/26/2026.) 

Study Leave 5/19/2026 through 5/24/2026. 

Vacation 6/10/2026 through 6/14/2026. 

Ash Wednesday service will be held on Wednesday, 2/18/2026 here at NPC. 

To appoint Wendy Swatling for a one-year term as Clerk of Session.  

To appoint Pat Richards for a one-year term as Treasurer. 

Dates for Saturday sing-a-longs:  

2/21/2026 (May be a conflict -  may be the date for Maxine Burroughsô    
funeral.), 3/21/2026, 4/18/2026, 5/16/2026, 6/20/2026, 7/18/2026, 
8/15/2026, 9/19/2026, 10/17/2026. 

To spend up to $4000 to rebuild the boiler pump. 

The use of Willettôs Hall by John Eastwood to hold a (non-alcoholic) Superbowl 
party. 
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To receive the following PC(USA) offerings and the CWS Blanket Sundays:  

One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS) 2/18/26/-4/5/26 

World Communion (new) 9/6/26-10/4/26 

Christmas Joy 11/29/26-12/20/26 

CWS Blanket Sunday 5/3/26-5/10/26.  

 

The meeting was adjourned with prayer at 7:16 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Wendy Swatling 

Clerk of Session 
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Information to be included 

in the March North Star 

Newsletter is due to the 

Church Office by              

Monday, February 23. 

Community Meal at 

Grace Episcopal 

Church 

Wednesday, February 11 

Set up at 3:00 pm 

Dinner at 5:00 pm 

in February. 

Buildings & Grounds 
Comm. Meeting                                      

February 10 at 7:30 pm. 

Christian Ed Comm Mtg 
February 10 
at 5:45 pm. 

Communications & Technology 
Committee Meeting 
February 10 at 6:45 pm. 

No Wednesday 

 

 

in February 

Finance Committee                    
Meeting 

 February 11 at 9:15 am. 

There will be no 

EVENTS 

February 18 

 Joint Service at 7:00 pm w/ 

First Pres, Hhds. Pres  

and Big Flats Pres. 

February 14 

February 17 at 

5:30 pm 


