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January, 2026
A Letter from Pastor Hansen

In Jackson Browne’s song, “The Late Show,” from his 1974 album, Late for the Sky,
Browne sings “Everyone I’'ve ever known has wished me well[,] [a]Jnyway that’s how it
seems, it’s hard to tell[.] Maybe people only ask you how you are doing ‘cause that’s easier
than letting on how little they could care[.] But when you know that you’ve got a real friend
somewhere[,] [s]Juddenly all the others are so much easier to bear.” At some point in my
teens, my father introduced me to the music of Jackson Browne, and those lyrics have
haunted me ever since.

In recent years, there has been more and more talk about a “loneliness epidemic” in
our post-modern society and culture. Sometimes it is presented as if it is new. But as Jack-
son Browne so poignantly reminds us, the feelings of being alone and unseen and not
cared about are nothing new.

I believe that part of the problem lies in what Jackson Browne identifies as the feel-
ing that when people ask us how we are doing, they actually do not care. Perhaps you know
the feeling I am talking about. The one that prompts many of us to answer the question,
“How are you doing?” with “Fine.” Even when we are anything but that.

If we go around trying to convince people that we are “fine” when we are anything
but that, we are going to be lonely. We are going to spend our time and our lives cut off
from each other because we are too afraid to be vulnerable. We are going to prevent people
from being our friends.

Vulnerability is risky. It is also freeing. By now most of you know that my right ankle
is quite painful right now. If I am unwilling to admit that my ankle hurts, I will go great
lengths to pretend that I am doing just fine. However, that does not result in less pain, it
results in more. I have a choice. I can go around afraid what people will think or I can say
that “I am in pain” and take steps to take care of myself. One traps me and others in my lie,
the other frees me to take care of myself and frees others to respond to what is going on
with care and love.

As followers of Christ, we are called to love our neighbors by being neighbors. To
borrow from Jackson Browne, we are called to be “real friends” which make “the others
[...] so much easier to bear.” We are called to be the people who ask, “How are you doing?”
and mean it. And we cannot do this without being vulnerable to others.

It is when we are vulnerable that we often find that we have more in common with
others than we realize. Just as we have health issues, so do they. Just as we have concerns
about something going on in our lives, so do they. Just as we need to rest, so do they. As
we trade stories and we listen to each other that we live into who our God created us to be
— people in relationship with each other. People whose friendship makes all that we go
through so much easier to bear. And what a gift from God that is.

Warmly in Christ,

Pastor Evan



Tech Booth
January 4

January 11
January 18
January 25

Ushers
January 4
January 11
January 18
January 25

Greeters
January 4
January 11
January 18
January 25

Communion
January 4

January 18

Youth Usher
January 11
Jnauary 25

Find us on
'_i facebook

https://www.facebook.com/North-Presbyterian-Church

Visit
Our
Website

https://www.northpres.church/

Clancel Flower Ordens

If you would like to donate Chancel flowers (suggested
donation of $45), please contact Lori Lee at 607-739-3176.
Available Sundays for January and February 2026 are:
January 4, 11, 18 & 25 and February 1, 8, 15 & 22.
Please take the flowers home to enjoy after the service.

If you are not in the sanctuary on

your chosen date,

we will be in touch with you to make a plan.

Januay / Wi

Bill Furnas
Bill Furnas
Steve Allison
Steve Allison

Kurt & Cindy Kalweit

Jeff & Pat Richards

Janice Williams, Phil Carpentier
Wendy Swatling, Barb Duryea

Tim Allison

Nancy Isaacs
Sevey family
Linda Palmer

Kurt & Cindy Kalweit, Lori Lee
Vicki Balon, Wendy Swatling

Vicki Balon, Lori Lee, Cindy & Kurt
Kalweit

Charlie Wilkinson
Hadleigh Perry

Counters
January 4
January 11
January 18
January 25

Wee Worship
January 4
January 11
January 18
January 25

Coffee Hour
January 4

January 11
January 18
January 25

Worship Assistant

January 4

January 11
January 18
January 25

’/1\'/1' /,'/’/) ’\/(),//'L/ nieers

Allie Sevey, Wendy Swatling

Phil Carpentier, Jeff Richards
Cindy & Kurt Kalweit

Janice Williams, Annette Stevens

Amanda Reese, Becky Kowulich
Karen Wilson, Barb Duryea
Allie & Scott Sevey

Deb Stamp, Paityn Perry

Bobbi Furnas, Pat Richards

Melanie Fitzpatrick, Wendy Swatling
Cindy Kalweit, Annette Stevens

Barb Duryea, Cheryl Allison

Cindy Kalweit
Kurt Kalweit
Wendy Swatling
Lori Lee
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To...

January 4:

Ann Beattie

4747 Glengarry Rd. Please send
Clarence, NY 14031 a card to

January 11: our
Carole Shellman Homebound

37978 George F Drive .
Mechanicsv%lle, Md 20659 Friends
v

January 18: -—
Theresa Gublo

456 Roe Ave.

Elmira NY 14901 |

January 4:
Sheila Washbum

January 11:
Keith & Mary Wilcox

January 18:
Janice Williams

January 25:
Ed & Karen Wilson

January 25: Homebound
Laurie Burdick MINISTRY
608 Walnut St.

Elmira, NY 14901

Jesus tells us
to pray without ceasing
for the good of God's people.
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The Prayer Chain

pray for others ~ request prayers
We would like to remind everyone that they Weekly Prayer Chain Email

are welcome to attend Session Meetings. Did you know that you can pray or be prayed for?

: : . You are invited to let the church office know how
If you are interested in attending one, you would like to be involved.

please contact the church office. We are stronger together.
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Children and Youth Ministry January 2026

Happy New Year!!! I can’t believe we are starting a new year already. It seems like December flew
by so fast. I am so appreciative of everyone that stepped in and helped out with the Christmas play.
At the last minute, we had some kiddos get sick but we were able to work around it.

Children and Youth got the final total from the Harvest dinner and we made a little over $2600.00
to go towards Kingdom Bound this summer. Once again, a huge thank you to everyone who volun-
teered for the dinner: cooking, packing dinners and delivering. Our congregation is so wonderful

helping all of our kiddos and their programs and we certainly do appreciate it!

We are hoping to plan some movie nights and sleepovers in this new year and that we can partner

with First Pres. for some of the activities.

Wishing everyone a great start to the new year and many blessings for a fruitful productive year!

Blessings in Christ,
Deb Stamp
Director of Children and Youth Ministry
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I'M JOHN THE BAPTIST; WELL, M__T REALLY A __APTIST--JUST
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INFORMATION

« If you would like to be prayed for or know someone who would like to be
prayed for, please contact the church office. A prayer request will be sent to our
prayer partners. If you would like someone to pray with you, a request can be
sent to one of our prayer partners or Pastor Evan and someone will connect

with you.

« Remember to check our bulletin board for NPC and Community Announce-

ments/Information.

« Lost something? Be sure to check the lost-and-found bin in the church office.

PARKING
LOT
PRAYERS

Parking Lot

Worship:

Please use only
the North
Entrance
(towards Roe
Ave.)

Please tune your
radio to
1700AM.

Please exit
through the
South Entrance
(towards the
college).

iﬁ‘ Join us for

o Zoom service link will be emailed each
week for those who would like to

participate via Zoom.

-SERMONS-
. }‘
Weekly sermons are available on our website at

https://www.northpres.church/sermon-details/

Sanctuary Worship:
Please join us for Worship
on Sunday mornings at 9:30 am.

Check out our facebook page or
church website for special services
throughout the year, including
Monthly Wednesday evening
services and weekly Lent and
Advent services.



SHOPPING LIST

January Food Pantry

Shopping List:

The following items are needed
this month for the Food Pantry:

Cream of Chicken Soup
Ramen Noodles
Toilet Paper

In addition, if your dentist gives
you toothbrushes, floss, or
toothpaste, and you don’t need

donations are also welcome.

?lz SPECIAL OFFERINGS

We are the Church, Together

Special Offering
for January:

Per Capita %'

Offering %

.

Committee/Coordinator

Email Address

Audit

office@northpres.church

Buildings & Grounds

campus@northpres.church

Building Use

campus@northpres.church

Clerk of Session

session@northpres.church

Deacons

office@northpres.church

office@northpres.church

office@northpres.church

Finance

office@northpres.church

Mission & Outreach

office@northpres.church

Nominating

nominating@northpres.church

Staff Relations

staff _relations@northpres.church

Tech & Communications

office@northpres.church

Treasurer

Financial_sec@northpres.church

Worship & Music

office@northpres.church

Staff

Email Address

Church Administrator

office@northpres.church

Director of Youth Ministries

youth@northpres.church

it, the pantry does! Monetary \

Pianist elmirarandyman@gmail.com
Music Director office@northpres.church
Organist office@northpres.church
Pastor pastor@northpres.church

Paul Holland

Deb Stamp

Pastor Evan Hansen
Open Door Office Hours: T & W 1:30-4pm

Sharon Reynolds

Randy Cornell

Gretchen Duffy

Meet the Staff

Pastor

Music Director
Organist
Pianist

Director of Children
& Youth Ministry

Office Administrator




Important Reminders:

« The church office needs your contact information. Please let us know if anything has
changed.

« Ifyou need to contact the church office for any reason, please feel free to email
office@northpres.church
or call (607) 734-2977 Mon 8:00 am to noon, Tues-Fri 8:00 am to 5:30 pm.

. Wednesday Noon Bible Study
Men’s Bible Study is studying, Excellence, Run with
meets at 12:00 pm on Thursdays the Horses by Eugene H. Peterson.
and is studying “Pilgrim’s Progress If you would like more
If you would like more info, please information or study materials,
contact Kurt Kalweit, Steve Allison please contact Wendy Swatling or
or the church office. the church office.

. Sy SCHOOL
- S ROOTED%D'S WORD

g,r-owmg in Faith Together

Sunday School for all ages

11:00 am weekly

| Sunday School |
e N

Praise Band rehearsals Chancel Choir rehearsals
are at 7:00 pm areat7:30 pm
Wednesdays Wednesdays.
cHildREN'S , P
The Good News Singers SRS, SIS et 638
practices are at 10:45 am are 10:55 am are at 6:15 pm % (i 3
Sundays. Sundays. Wednesdays.
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Fellowship
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There will be a Saturday Breakfast and ork Day ;
work day on January 10, y

N
T &
beginning at 8:00 am. f !?\\

Brakfast will be pancakes, eggs, fruit,
juice and coffee.

SATURDAY

a5
During the work day we will finish the black < W

door room project, along with other tasks.

There will be a Fellowship Dinner on

January 7 at 5:30 pm.
Dinner will be:
Meatloaf
Mashed Potatoes
Carrots
Dessert
Coffee/Water

Please sign up at the Welcome Desk to reserve your spot!

~ Second Place East, Inc.

® January donation
\ ‘ Request:

PAPER TOWELS




BORDER BUDDIES
MINISTRIES

Bringing the heart of Christ to
the heart of Honduras.
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BORDER BUDDIES
MINISTRIES

Bringing the heart of Christ to
the heart of Honduras.
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MESTLTW

Scores of 1-69 Insatisfactorio Failing
Scores of 70-80 Satisfactorio Good
Scores of §1-89 Muy Satisfactorio Very Good
Scores of 91-100 Avanzado Excellent
NAC Did not showed assignments
P | Partial I, II, lIl, IV |
For ?lh —9n gm‘_je students rye— Promedio Anual por Area | Annual average by area
Rendimiente academice ra emie AC Accumulative Homework
Ed Arfist A EX Exam Grade
— - TP Total Partial Grade
Espafiol Spanish
Ingles English
Matematicas Math
Ciencias Naturales Natural Science
Edugacion Civiea Civic Education Eliezer Daniel Pena Perez
Estudios Sociales Social Studies
Educacion Fisica_y Deportes Gym
Teanelegia Computer and Crafts
Inasistencias Missing days




MESTLTW

Scores of 1-69 Failing Parciales =1, II, lll, IV Partial =1, Il lll, IV
Scores of 70-80 Good Promedio Anual por Area Annual average by area
Scores of 81-89 | Very Good || Puntualidad Punctuality
Scores of 91-100 | Excellent | | Espiritu de Trabajo Work Spirit

Orden y Presentacion Order and Presentation

Sociabilidad Sociabilif

Moralidad Moralities
For 1st—6th. grade students
Rendimisnte academico. Academic ND Not Assigned

performance s Excellent

Espafiol Spanish ME Very Good
Ingles English B Good
m o 1 Needs to improve or not satisfactory
Natematicas Math 2 Good
Ciencias Sosiales Social Studies 3 Very Good
Educagion Civica Civie Education 4 Excellent
Giengiag Naturales Natural Science
Edusasion Fisi Deport Gym
Tegnelogia Computer and Crafts Jeferson Aaron Cruz Alvarez
Inasistencias Missing days




Renovation

TRANSFORMING THE LIVES
OF MEN & WOMEN Ouse
Dear Friends and Partners of Renovation House,

As we come to the close of another year, our hearts are full of gratitude as we look back on all
the ways God has moved within this ministry. Every restored life, every moment of
breakthrough, every testimony of healing and hope has been possible because of your prayers,
your support, and your belief that Christ still transforms lives. We truly could not do this

without you.

This ycar has been one of both progress and restoration. Much of our focus has been on
stewarding the campus God has entrusted to us, ensuring it remains a safe, functional, and
peaceful place for men and women to encounter the Lord. We were grateful to install new
roofing on two of our outbuildings, addressing issues that had been long overdue. While we are
thankful for this progress, we were only able to complete partial repairs, and several roofs still
require full replacement. These remaining projects are important to us as we continue creating
dependable spaces for discipleship, counseling, and daily life.

One of our favorite additions this year was a new dock built on of our four ponds, offering
residents a quiet place to pray, study Scripture, and meet with God. “He leads us beside the still

waters and restores our soul...”

We also repaired and painted two parsonage buildings, restoring homes that serve the leaders
and staff who pour into our residents each day. At the Men’s Home, we replaced the entire front
wall and door after years of water damage had compromised its safety. Our aging rubber roof
required more patchwork again this year as well.

One of the most spiritually meaningful developments this year has been the addition ot our new
pottery studio. The biblical picture of God as the potter and us as the clay has become a creative
hands on expetience for students, allowing them to feel in a tangible way what it means to be

centered, shaped, and formed by the loving hands of the Lord. The Men’s Home woodshop also
received functional upgrades; helping students develop skills and confidence that they can carry

into their future.

Our therapy animals continue to grow, with two new miniature donkeys and three goats joining
us this year. These animals can play a powerful role in the emotional healing of our residents.
We hope to create a therapeutic animal space at the Women’s Home next year for the female
students. We have also continued maintaining and expanding the walking trails throughout the

14



property; quiet paths where our students can experience some of their most meaningful
moments with God. “His word is a lamp unto our feet, and a light unto our path...”

A particularly beautiful highlight this year was hosting one of our first weddings on the
property; celebrating a former student who has built his life on Christ and is now stepping into a
new season of joy and ministry as alumni. Moments like this remind us why this ministry
matters so much.

As we look at this coming year, our desire is simple; to continue creating spaces, both physical
and spiritual. Where broken lives can be rebuilt through the transforming power of Jesus Christ.
From strengthening our discipleship programs, to improving staff housing and outdoor areas,
finishing the necessary roof projects, adding another pond dock. We are praying and planning
for growth that directly serves our student body; those who walk through our doors seeking
help, hope and lasting change.

As the year comes to an end, we would like to gently invite you to consider Renovation House
in your end-of-year giving. Your generosity helps us continue the work God has entrusted to us.
By partnering with us, you join us in the effective work of rebuilding and restoring lives
through the power of Jesus Christ who is the reason for this season.

Thank you for standing with us, for praying for us, and for helping create a place where the love
of Christ rebuilds what was broken; and brings beauty from ashes. The kingdom of God
continues to advance one life at a time, and God is still doing miracles on this mountain. We are
deeply grateful for you, and we pray God’s richest blessings over you and your family this
Christmas season and throughout the coming year.

With Gratitude!!

Rev. Yot P. Earley

Director

From Rev’s Desk....

P.S. Over the years I've been critiqued for my over use of comma’s so... | threw in some other
random punctuation for your enjoyment. Does anyone out of grade school; even know what a

semicolon does?? LOL

Fa

2025 Baptisms |

15

| Wedding Ceremony | | Class of 2026 |
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Gathering Worship Service

Cutting Potters House Studio

Graduation
Ceremony Board Sale
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f/]‘[ymns ing-a-ﬁong

North Presbyterian Church
Saturday, January 17th,
from 1-3 pm

Randy Cornell .

to accompany
. .
ease
join us >

after for soup and
grilled cheese
sandwiches!
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d of Session

Session Summary
December 21, 2025

The meeting was opened with prayer by Rev. Hansen at 6:00 p.m.
Rev. Jeff Seeley, the Faith-based Counselor from Elmira College, spoke about his role at Elmi-
ra College and suggested ways that NPC and EC can be in partnership to serve the students.
Some ideas were:
Donating bibles/devotionals
Inviting students to Wednesday night dinners
Accommodating hours at the Food Pantry for students in need, especially those
who cannot go home during breaks
“Adopting” students — providing encouragement and hospitality
Students earning community service hours by volunteering in the Food Pantry,
Tech booth, music program, etc.
The agenda was approved as amended.
The Treasurer’s report, including Statement of Assets and Profit & Loss budget were reviewed
and approved.
The Draft Budget for 2026 was approved.
A Euchre Tournament fundraiser for the Food Pantry was approved.
The minutes of the November 16, 2025 stated Session meeting and the November 23, 2025
Congregational meeting were approved as submitted.
The Session approved the following actions:
To hold the Annual meeting on Sunday, January 25, 2026 following worship.
To accept the donation of Christmas decorations from Laurie Sherman.
To serve a soup & sandwich meal @ 12pm on Saturday, January 17, 2026 preceding the
hymn sing.
To invite the First Presbyterian Churches of Horseheads, Big Flats and Elmira to a com-
munal Maundy Thursday service here at NPC on April 2, 2026.
The meeting was adjourned with prayer @ 8:25 pm following a book discussion of Beyond the
Offering Plate.

Respectfully submitted,

Wendy Swatling,
Clerk of Session

18
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Buildings & Grounds
5 Comm. Meeting
= January 13 at 7:30 pm.

Finance Committee
Meeting
January 14 at 9:15 am.

° e n x“ mc uc' C . R & T h 1 A &
ﬁaﬂ y’;!f-, O Committee Meeting = SATU RDAY
P n‘:"ﬂol January 13 at 6:45 pm. BREAKFAST

1 amgd

S CURISTION Community Meal at
v E"UC‘"'ON Grace Episcopal
INCUVO & Church
Information to be included Christian Ed Comm Mtg e S I =~
in the February North Star gf glza;}};;? Wednesday, January 14
Newsletter is due to the Set up at 3:00 pm
Church Office by Dinner at 5:00 pm

Friday, January 23.
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Hymn Sing-a-Long
Jan. 17th

DEACONS

Leading through Serving.

Deacons Meeting

January 15

at 11:00 am.
Church offices closed

January 1

MBSO

Mission & Outreach

Meeting Our local chapter of
January 13 at noon. TOPS meets on
Mondays at 5:30 in
Willits Hall. If you're

/N interested, please call
=¥= the church office for
Staff Relations Meeting ,_\/ information.

Jan. 6 at 9:00 am. CHEMUNG coum’y\—/ \ j

ST iy

TOGETHER
EST. 2016

10:15 am

January 13 at 5:30 pm.

Music & Worship
4 A ) Committee Meeting
Board of Session 3°cod January
will meet on TBD.

January 18 at

6:00 pm. .z'

Yoga meets Tuesday and
Thursday mornings at 8:45 in
Willits Hall. If you're interested,
please contact the church office
\ for more information. ~ /

A 5

Kindermusik meets on Thursdays

There will be a Saturday at 5:30 pm and Saturdays at
work day Jan. 10 For 1%0 am and 11 a;lm.
following breakfast. or information on how your

child can participate, please
contact the church office.

21
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9:30 am -Worship

10:00 am- Food Pantry

8:45am-Yoga

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

7 Bulletin Info Due

10:00 am -Food Pantry

1 New Year’s Day

Church offices closed

10:00 am - Food Pantry
10:00 am - Kindermusik
5:15 pm - AA

10:00 am - Kindermusik
11:00 am - Kindermusik

8:45am-Yoga

10:00 am -Food

10

8:00 am - Saturday

10:30am - Annual Meeting
10:30am - Coffee Hour

L ' oo ‘
| !H:Kr

Congregauon Meeting

5:30 pm TOPS

1:15 pm - Staff Mitg

1:30 pm -Pastor’s Office
Hours

3:30 pm - Woodbrook
Service

12:00 pm - Bible Study
1:30-4:00 pm -Pastor’s
Office Hours

6:15 pm - Bell Choir
7:00 pm - Praise Band
7:30 pm - Chancel Choir

22

12:00 pm - Men’s Bible
5:30 pm - Kindermusik

Pantry
10:00 am -
Kindermusik
5:15 pm -AA

11:00 am - Kindermusik

Service 5:30 pm TOPS 9:00am - Staff Relations Mg | 12:00 pm - Bible Study 12:00pm-Men’sBible | Pantry Breakfast/Workday
9:30 am - Communion 1;50 pm 'S;aﬁt'v'tg o é;“:o pm -Pastor's 5:30pm-Kindermusik | 10:00 am - 10:00 am - Kindermusik
10:30 am - Coffee Hour -39 pm -Pastor's Ditice ce rours — Kindermusik 11:00 am - Kindermusik
X Hours 5:30 pm - Fellowship Dinner
10:45 am-Unhanging 6:00 pm - Bell Choir 5:15 pm -AA “
of the Greens 6:30 pm - Praise Band .!G“% %
7:00 pm - Worship Scc. @U@M
? 7:30 pm - Chancel Choir (=
11 12 13 14 Bulletin Info Due 15 16 17
Annual Mtg Reports
9:30am-WorshipService | 10:00am- Food Pantry | 8:45am-Yoga Due 8:45am-Yoga 10:00 am -Food 10:00 am - Kindermusik
10:30am ’C°ﬁ3e Hour 5:30 pm TOPS ézljtoo p’; ,-\/Il\:lgISSIOn & 615 am- Fin. Comm. Mg 9:00am-Thurs.Momn. | Pantry 11:00 am - Kindermusik
10:45 am - Good News reacl :15 am - Fin. Comm. . . ) . .
Singers’ Practice 1:15 pm -Staff Mtg 10:00 am -Food Pantry Musicales , 1_0'00 am . 1'00_ pm -Hymn
10:55 am -Youth Praise 1:30 pm -Pastor’s Office 12:00 pm- Bible Study 11:00am- Deac,on§ Mtg | Kindermusik Sing-a-Long
Band Hours 1:30-4:00 pm -Pastor’s 12:00 pm - Men’s Bible 5:15 pm -AA
11:00am - Sunday School 5:30 pm - Chem Cty Office Hours 5:30 pm - Kindermusik
Landlord Assoc 6:15 pm - Bell Choir
5:45pm - CE Mtg 7:00 pm - Praise Band
6:45 pm - Comm & Tech 7:30 pm - Chancel Choir
7:30pm-B &G Mtg
18 19 20 21 Bulletin Info Due | 22 23 Newletter Info Due 24
9:30 am -Worship Service
w/ Communion 10:00am- Food Pantry | 8:45 am -Yoga 12:00 pm - Bible Study 8:45am-Yoga 10:00 am -Food 10:00 am - Kindermusik
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