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January, 2023 

A Letter from Pastor Hansen 

Happy New Year! As we enter the new year, it is worth taking a moment to remind ourselves 

that we are, at times, too trusting; and that there are people who will try to take advantage of our 

trust. I am not writing about people who ask for help because they are hungry, without a safe home, 

without work, or do not have a place to get warm. We live in communities with many, many people 

who are in desperate need of food, clothing, shelter, and who need our help. I am instead writing 

about the folks who try to get our credit card information, who try to get us to give them Apple and 

Amazon gift cards, who try to get us to click on links that they text to us.  

On one particular day in the last two months, I received two phone calls from someone claim-

ing to be from US Customs regarding a package allegedly addressed to me that contained cash and 

other items. They wanted me to pay them money with my credit card to “resolve” the situation. I told 

them I knew it was a scam and hung up. When someone calls and tells you that they are from the IRS, 

Customs, and so on, it is very, very likely that it is a scam. The US government and its agencies do not 

call people. They mail letters or they show up in person.  

Within the last week or two, someone I know got a text message claiming to be from the United 

States Postal Service regarding a wrongly addressed package. They clicked on the link and started an-

swering questions until they were asked for a credit card to readdress the package. At that point, they 

realized that this was a scam and they immediately exited out. 

We want to trust people and when someone tells us that there is a problem, such as a wrongly 

addressed package, we want to resolve the problem. The person trying to steal our information knows 

this. They also know that if we take a moment to think it over first, they probably have lost us. Think-

ing critically is our best defense.  

For example, think back - when, if ever, has the USPS contacted you regarding a wrongly ad-

dressed package that was addressed to you? My experience is, if I incorrectly address a letter or a 

package, it is either miraculously delivered to the person or it is returned to me. No one contacts me 

about an incorrectly addressed letter or package before it is returned to the sender. Likewise, when 

there is insufficient postage, we often get written notification that we need to go to our post office to 

pay the postage due and pick up the package or letter from the US Postal Service.  

 Cellphones can be wonderful devices but remember they give people access to us that they 

would not have had before. Beware of strange text messages that ask you to click on a link. If you do 

not recognize the phone number of an incoming call, let it go to voicemail. If you receive an email 

from a person or entity that you do not recognize or know, be careful and very cautious. Do not give 

out credit card information, Social Security numbers, banking information, your date of birth, or oth-

er types of sensitive information to people who are reaching out to you.  

 Finally, if you think you have fallen for a scam, do not be afraid to talk to someone immediate-

ly. If you give out your credit card information, immediately call your credit card company. Same goes 

for your banking information. If you give out your date of birth and social security numbers, there are 

ways to check your credit reports without harming your credit. As we go into this new year, we may 

not be able to prevent people from trying to catch us in their scams, but we can take some reasonable 

steps to make it more difficult for them to do so.  

 

Warmly in Christ, 

 

Pastor Evan 
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If you would like to donate Chancel flowers (suggested donation of $42), 

please contact Lori Lee at 607-739-3176.  
Available Sundays for January 2023 are:  

January 1, 8, 15, 22, & 29. 
Please take the flowers home to enjoy after the service.  

If you are not in the sanctuary on  
your chosen date,  

we will be in touch with you to make a plan.  

Tech Booth                         Counters 
January 1 Steve Allison           January 1  Annette Stevens, Jim Mosher 
January 8  Bill Furnas                                     January 8  Janice Williams, Annette Stevens 
January 15 Bill Furnas                                             January 15  Allison Sevey, Wendy Swatling 
January 22 Steve Allison           January 22  Phil Carpentier, Jeff Richards 
January 29 Steve Allison           January 29  Cindy & Kurt Kalweit 
            
Ushers                 Wee Worship                                                              
January 1 Jerry Russell, Joe Rolls, Bob Russell         Janaury 1  Deb Stamp, Payton Hoskins-Thomas 
January 8 Wendy Swatling, Barb Duryea          January 8  Ann Motley, Becky Kowulich 
January 15 Amanda Korfmann, Ann Motley          January 15  Allie & Scott Sevey  
January 22 Tim & Cheryl Allison           January 22  Karen Wilson, Barb Duryea 
January 29          Nancy Isaacs, Kate Hansen          January 29  Liz Wilson, Wally Ferriter 
                                   
Communion                 Worship Assistant                                                  
January 8 Linda Palmer, Wendy Swatling, Suzie         January 1  Suzie Hoskins 
  Hoskins, Tim Allison, Kate Hansen         January 8  Linda Palmer 
                          January 15  TBD   
January 22 TBD             January 22  Cindy Kalweit 
                                     January 29  TBD 
         
Greeters               Coffee Hour              
January 1 Ann Motley                    January 1  Ann Motley, Glenda Solowiej                         
January 8 Allie & Scott Sevey                  January 8  Wendy Swatling, Janice Williams 
January 15 Janice Williams            January 15  Barb Duryea, Cheryl Allison 
January 22 Linda Palmer            January 22  Karen Wilson, Liz Wilson 
January 29 Jerry Harding            January 29  Linda Palmer 
 
Youth Reader                           Youth Usher         
January 8 Paityn Perry             January 1  Annalyse Ferriter 
                January 8  Alexii Hoskins-Thomas 
                January 15  David Hansen 
                January 22  Wally Ferriter  
                January 29  Paityn Perry 

https://www.facebook.com/North-Presbyterian-Church                                    https://www.northpres.church/  

JanuaryWorship Volunteers 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/North-Presbyterian-Church/317905658221204?fref=ts
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January 1: 

Cathy & Keith Wilcox 
Olivia, Jacob 

 

January 8: 
Janice Williams 

 

January 15: 
Ed & Karen Wilson 

Brenna, Ethan 
 

January 22: 
Liz Wilson 

Wally, Annalyse 
 

January 29: 
Hal & Donna Wolfe 

 
Jesus tells us  

to pray without ceasing 
for the good of God's people.  

 

 

We would like to remind everyone that they 

are welcome to attend Session Meetings. 

If you are interested in attending one, please 

contact the church office.  

Weekly Prayer Chain Email  

Did you know that you can pray or be 
prayed for? You are invited to let the church 

office know how you would like to be 
involved.  

We are stronger together. 

Please send a 

card to our 

Homebound 

Friends 

today! 

 
 
Janury 1: 
Rita Dery 
550 Wilmette Ave, #217 
Ormond Beach, FL 32174 
 

January 8: 
Theresa Gublo 
456 Roe Avenue 
Elmira, NY 14901 
 

January 15: 
Laurie Burdick 
608 Walnut St. 
Elmira, NY 14901 
 

January 22: 
Marlene Carpentier 
501 Larchmont Rd. 
Elmira, NY 14905 
 
January 29: 
Betty Carney 
74 Smith Rd. 
Millport, NY 14864 
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                        Children and Youth Ministry January 2023 

 Well this certainly was a jam-packed December! We started it out with a get-together 

on December 3rd to stuff stockings for the pantry children. We were so blessed to have      

families from First Pres. join us, along with our own NPC families. Our count of volunteers 

was about 30. We had a yummy meal of breakfast pizza, bagels, fresh fruit, juice, and coffee      

before we began to pack stockings. The total count for stockings this year was forty-seven,  

the number increasing from last year.  

On the next Saturday, Dec. 10th, Pat Richards and I handed out the stockings to parents from 

10 am – 1pm. It is such a blessing to see the smiles on the parents’faces and know we are    

alleviating a little of the stress and worry about Christmas for their children. I can’t thank 

Barb Duryea enough for helping me sort all the gifts. I would also like to send a big thank you 

to everyone who donated gifts and Pat Richards, who gave up her time on a Saturday to help 

me hand them out.  

Preparations were made for the annual Christmas eve pageant. The costumes were fitted, the 

manger put up and we celebrated Christmas and the coming of the Christ child. We look for-

ward to the coming year and all the exciting things to come. May you all have a blessed New 

Year!!! 

 

Blessings in Christ 

Deb Stamp 

Dir. of Children and Youth Ministry 
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COVID RULES FOR NORTH PRES 

 

• To the extent allowed by the State of New York, masks are now optional in our building               
and in the sanctuary, including during worship. 

• The lyrics for the praise songs and hymns will continue to be sent with the Zoom link . 

• We will revisit our COVID rules as new information/mandates are received from NYS. 

• Thank you all for your patience and understanding. We’re all in this together! 

Parking Lot Worship: 
• Please use only the North Entrance (towards 

Roe Ave.)  

• Please tune your radio to 1700AM. 

• Please exit through the South Entrance 
(towards the college). 

 

Sanctuary Worship: 

In order to comply with the CDC/NYS guide-

lines, the following COVID guidance was            

adopted during the February 12, 2022               

Session meeting. 

 

• To the extent allowed by the State of 
New York, masks are optional in the 
building and the sanctuary, including 
during worship. 

 

 

Zoom Worship 

• Zoom service link will be emailed each 
week for those who would like to 
participate via Zoom. 
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Committee/Coordinator Email Address 

Audit audit@northpres.church 

Buildings & Grounds campus@northpres.church 

Building Use building_use@northpres.church 

Clerk of Session session@northpres.church 

Deacons deacons@northpres.church 

Education education@northpres.church 

Fellowship fellowship@northpres.church 

Finance finance@northpres.church 

Mission & Outreach misson_outreach@northpres.church 

Nominating nominating@northpres.church 

Staff Relations staff_relations@northpres.church 

Tech & Communications tech_com@northpres.church 

Treasurer Financial_sec@northpres.church 

Worship & Music worship@northpres.church 

    

Staff Email Address 

Church Administrator office@northpres.church 

Director of Youth Ministries youth@northpres.church 

Music Director music@northpres.church 

Organist organist@northpres.church 

Pastor pastor@northpres.church 

 
Meet the Staff 

 
Pastor Evan Hansen              Pastor 
      Open Door Office Hours: T & W 1:30-4pm 
  
Paul Holland              Music Director 
           
Sharon Reynolds                                                               Organist 
      
Randy Cornell                                                                     Pianist 
 
Deb Stamp                  Director of Children  
       & Youth Ministry
     
Gretchen Duffy                 Office Administrator 
          
NOTICE: As CDC/NYS guidelines change, please stay tuned to 
our FB page & website for updates. 

 

January Food Pantry  

 

Shopping List: 

The following items are needed 

this month for the Food Pantry: 

Canned Soup 
Canned Pasta 
Oatmeal 
 
Monetary donations are also  

welcome. 
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Women's Bible Study   
will resume on January 10  

and meet Tuesdays at 6:00 pm.. 
For more information please contact                     

Suzie Hoskins. 

Important Reminders: 

• The church office needs your contact information. Please let us know if anything has changed. 

• If you need to contact the church office for any reason, please feel free to email 

office@northpres.church or call (607) 734-2977 Tues-Fri 9am to 3:30 pm. 

• Please be sure to check the bulletin or our FB page for any updates to our COVID procedure. 

The Good News 

Singers’ practices are on 

Sundays at 10:45 am. 

Bell Choir rehearsals are 

on Wednesdays at 6:15 pm. 

Sunday School meets 

each week after 

worship. Hope to see 

you there! 

Adult Sunday School is 

studying the Book of Micah. 

Please join us! 

Men’s Bible Study 
resumes on January 5 and will 

 meet on Thursdays at 6:00 pm.                               
For more information please contact           

Kurt Kalweit. 
 

  

Join us for                                

Wednesday Noon Bible Study         

Please feel free to bring your 

lunch!                                                    

For more information please                 

contact Bobbi Furnas. 

Praise Band rehearsals 
are on Wednesdays at 
7:00 pm. 

  

Chanel Choir rehearsals 

are on Wednesdays at 

7:30 pm. 
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Second Place East, Inc. 

January donation  
request 

 
BRUSHES AND            

COMBS 

 

Our next Fellowship  

Dinner will be             

January 11 at 5:30 pm. 

Please make your       

reservations by calling   

or emailing the           

church office by noon  

on January 10. 

607-734-2977 or 

office@northpres.church 

• Baked    

 chicken 

• Mashed                

 potatoes 

• Salad 

• Dessert 
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 From the Presbytery  
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 From the Presbytery  
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 From the Presbytery  
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 From the Presbytery  
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 From the Presbytery  
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 From the Presbytery  
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Dear Friends – 

As our 2023 Stewardship Campaign closes, the Finance Committee sends you our 

deepest thanks and appreciation for your participation. Without your commitment 

to North Church, we would not be able to provide programs and services to our 

members and the community both near and far.  Your contributions of time, talents, 

and resources share the love of Christ. 

Our North Church family is generous and compassionate. We wish you every bless-

ing during this holy season and in the year ahead. 

Finance/Stewardship Committee 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, 

kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievanc-

es you may have against one another. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. And over all these virtues 

put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity. Let the peace of Christ rule in your 

hearts, since as members of one body you were called to peace. And be thankful. Let the word of 

Christ dwell in you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom, and as you sing 

psalms, hymns and spiritual songs with gratitude in your hearts to God. And whatever you do, 

whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father 

through him. 

  Colossians 3:12-17 NIV 
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EVENTS 

January 11 at 5:30 pm 

Our Church office will be closed 
on January 2, 2023 

Martin Luther King, Jr. Day                                

January 16, 2023 

Thursday Morning Musicales      

will perform on                                          

January 19, 2023 at 10:15 am. 

Information to be included 

in the February North Star 

Newsletter is due to the 

Church Office by              

Tuesday, January 24. 

January 16               

Presbytery Disaster 

Kit Assembly                  

and Lunch                    

beginning at                

10:00 am. 
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Our local chapter of 
TOPS meets on 

Mondays at 5:30 in 
Willits Hall. If you’re 
interested, please call 
the church office for 

information. 

There will be a Red Cross Blood 
Drive on  January 5 starting at 

noon. If you’re interested in 
signing up to give blood, please 
visit redcrossblood.org or call                                               

1-800 RED CROSS. 

Yoga meets Tuesday and 

Thursday mornings at 8:45 in 

Willits Hall. If you’re interested, 

please contact the church office 

for more information. 

Kindermusik meets on Tuesdays 
at 3 pm and Thursdays at                               

10 am and 5:15 pm. 
For information on how your 
child can participate, please 

contact the church office. 

 

Our next Work Day 

will be January 14. 

Please join us! 

Board of Session 
January 15 

6:00 pm 

EVENTS 

will be in the sanctuary 
January 22, 2023                 

immediately following       
worship. There will be a 
dish to pass luncheon to 

follow. 

Annual Reports from 
Committee Chairs are 

due to the church      
office by January 10. 
Please drop them off 

or email them to                    
office@northpres.church. 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fjpauckland.org.nz%2Fevent%2Fwarkworth-support-group-meeting%2F&psig=AOvVaw0bYFcBCr1FRG8JUbEEqC4A&ust=1652465260965000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAwQjRxqFwoTCPDelobH2vcCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAL
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Session Summary 

December 18, 2022 

 

The Clerk determined that a quorum was present. 

 

Rev. Hansen called the meeting to order, and the meeting was opened with devotions 
and prayer led by Tim Allison. 

 

The agenda was approved as amended. 

 

The minutes of the November 20, 2022 stated Session meeting were reviewed and ap-
proved as submitted. 

 

Session reviewed the Financial Statements including the Profit and Loss Budget Per-
formance for November and the Account Activity Summary for the Endowment Fund.  
Endowment Fund income for November was $45,430.  The Treasurer’s report was re-
ceived, with thanks, by the Session.   

 

Session approved $3,444.00 for Presbytery, Synod, General Assembly Mission for 
2023. 

 

On the recommendation of the Finance Committee, Session approved a 4.5% salary 
increase for the staff effective January 1, 2023. 

 

Pat Richards reported that pledges are down for 2023.  This could be due to outstand-
ing pledges and/or a decrease in pledging units.  A reminder will go out to the congre-
gation. 

 

Session approved the 2023 budget (with amendments to Mission) with the stipulation 
that the Treasurer be allowed to modify Pledge Income and Endowment Fund Trans-
fers as needed (as more pledges are received) prior to submission of the 2023 for the 
annual report.  
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Pat Richards reported that a check in the amount of $1,500 was received from the Pa-
nosian Family Foundation.  Following a lengthy discussion, Session approved the divi-
sion of the proceeds amongst local organizations working to address food insecurity in 
our community.  The division of the funds was TABLED until the January 15, 2023 
Session meeting.   

 

On the recommendation of the Nominating Committee, Session approved the one-
year appointment of the Treasurer (Patricia Richards) and the Clerk of Session (Cindy 
Kalweit). 

 

Pastor Hansen reported that it has been a busy month.  Preparation for Christmas Eve 
worship services is complete.  He continues to make phone calls to housebound mem-
bers and is making in-person visits to those in the hospital.  Staff reviews will be com-
pleted by the end of 2022 or early 2023. 

 

Session created an ad-hoc committee to determine the best use of space for the class-
room/office space within the NPC facility.  The committee members are:  Linda Palm-
er, Steve Allison, Pat Richards, and Gretchen Duffy (Church Administrator) 

 

A discussion on Chapters 17-19 from “God, Improv, and the Art of Living” was led by 
Rev. Hansen. 

 

The meeting adjourned in prayer at 7:45 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Cindy Kalweit,  

Clerk of Session 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 New Year’s Day 
 
9:30 am -Worship 
Service 
10:30am-Coffee Hour 
 
 

2 
 
5:30 pm -TOPS 
Church offices 
closed 

3 
 
8:45 am -Yoga 
9:00 am –Staff Relations 
Mtg  
1:30 pm -Pastor’s Office 
Hours 
3:00 pm - Kindermusik 
 

4 Bulletin Info  Due 
 
10:00 am -Food Pantry 
12:00 pm -Bible Study 
1:30-4:00 pm -Pastor’s 
Office Hours 
6:15 pm-Bell Choir 
7:00 pm-Praise Band 
7:30 pm -Chancel Choir 

5 
 
8:45 am -Yoga 
10:00 am –Kindermusik 
12:00 pm –Blood drive 
5:15 pm - Kindermusik 
6:00 pm - Men’s Bible 
Study 
 

6 
 
10:00 am -Food 
Pantry 
5:15 pm -AA 
 

7 
 
 

8   
 
9:30am -Worship 
Service 
9:30am -Communion 
10:30am-Coffee Hour 
10:45 am-Good news 
Singers’ Practice 
11:00 am-Sunday School 

9 
 
5:30 pm -TOPS 

10  Annual Reports Due 
8:45 am -Yoga 
10:00 am –Comm & Tech 
Mtg  
1:30 pm -Pastor’s Office 
Hours 
3:00 pm - Kindermusik 
6:00 pm - Women’s Bible 
Study 
7:00 pm - Buildings & 
Grounds Mtg  

11 Bulletin Info  Due 
 
10:00 am -Food Pantry 
12:00 pm -Bible Study 
1:30-4:00 pm -Pastor’s 
Office Hours 
3:00 pm –Worship & Music 
Mtg 
6:15 pm-Bell Choir 
7:00 pm-Praise Band 
7:30 pm -Chancel Choir 

12 
 
8:45 am -Yoga 
10:00 am –Kindermusik 
1:00 pm -Mission & 
Outreach Mtg 
5:15 pm - Kindermusik 
6:00 pm - Men’s Bible 
Study 

13 
 
10:00 am -Food 
Pantry 
5:15 pm -AA 

14 
 
8:00 am Saturday 
Breakfast 
Saturday Workday 
 

15 
 
9:30 am -Worship 
Service  
10:30am-Coffee Hour 
10:45 am-Good news 
Singers’ Practice 
11:00 am-Sunday School 
6:00 pm Board of 
Session 

16 Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Day 
 
10:00 am - 
Presbytery Disaster 
Kit assembly and 
Lunch 
5:30 pm -TOPS 
 

17 
 
8:45 am -Yoga 
1:30 pm -Pastor’s 
Office Hours 
3:00 pm - Kindermusik 
6:00 pm - Women’s Bible 
Study 
 

18 Bulletin Info Due 
 
10:00 am -Food Pantry 
12:00 pm -Bible Study 
1:30-4:00 pm -Pastor’s 
Office Hours 
4:00 pm-Christian Ed 
Meeting 
6:15pm-Bell Choir 
7:00 pm-Praise Band 
7:30 pm -Chancel Choir 

19  
 
8:45 am -Yoga 
9:00 am - Thursday 
Morning Musicales 
10:00 am –Kindermusik 
11:00 am - Deacons’ Mtg 
5:15 pm - Kindermusik 
6:00 pm - Men’s Bible 
Study 
 
 

20 
 
10:00 am -Food 
Pantry 
5:15 pm -AA  

21 
 

22  
 
9:30 am -Worship 
Service 
9:30 am -C ommunion 
Annual Meeting 
followed by Dish to 
pass luncheon 

23 
 
5:30 pm -TOPS 
 

24  Newsletter Info  Due 
 
8:45 am -Yoga 
1:30 pm -Pastor’s 
Office Hours 
3:00 pm - Kindermusik 
6:00 pm - Women’s Bible 
Study 
 
 

25 Bulletin Info Due 
 
10:00 am -Food Pantry 
12:00 pm -Bible Study 
1:30-4:00 pm -Pastor’s 
Office Hours 
6:15 pm-Bell Choir 
7:00 pm-Praise Band 
7:30 pm -Chancel Choir 

26 
 
8:45 am -Yoga 
10:00 am –Kindermusik 
5:15 pm - Kindermusik 
6:00 pm - Men’s Bible 
Study 

27  
 
10:00 am - Food 
Pantry 
5:15 pm  -AA 
 
 

28  
 

29  
9:30 am -Worship 
Service 
10:30am-Coffee Hour 
10:45 am-Good news 
Singers’ Practice 
11:00 am - Sunday 
School 
 

30 
 
5:30 pm -TOPS 

31 
 
8:45 am -Yoga 
1:30 pm Pastor’s Office 
Hours 
3:00 pm - Kindermusik 
6:00 pm - Women’s Bible 
Study 
 

    

       

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fjpauckland.org.nz%2Fevent%2Fwarkworth-support-group-meeting%2F&psig=AOvVaw0bYFcBCr1FRG8JUbEEqC4A&ust=1652465260965000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAwQjRxqFwoTCPDelobH2vcCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAL

