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September, 2022
A Letter from Pastor Hansen

Dear Friends,
The cast is off and the wrist splint is back on. I will be meeting with my doctor in the upcoming
weeks to discuss what steps, if any, lie ahead. In the meantime, I am trying to refrain from typing
and to continue using dictation to write my sermons, my emails, this newsletter article, and an
upcoming Bible study curriculum that I am working on for this fall.
This fall the Adult Sunday School class will be studying the Old Testament Book of Micah. The
class will explore themes commonly found throughout the Old Testament prophets as well as
look at different ways to read and study scripture. I am excited to lead this class for a couple
reasons. First, Micah’s words continue to speak to us in our time and place. Second, I enjoy
spending time studying scripture with all of you.
I hope to have the materials for at least the first four sessions ready by Sunday, September 11,
which is the first Sunday of Sunday School. I will hand out the materials that are ready for distribution at our first class and update them as we go along. I look forward to studying Micah with
you this fall and seeing where our discussions take us.
Warmly in Christ,
Pastor Evan

Second Place East, Inc.

September donation
request
LAUNDRY
SOAP

LAUNDRY SOAP
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https://www.facebook.com/North-Presbyterian-Church

https://www.northpres.church/

If you would like to donate Chancel flowers (suggested donation of $42),
please contact Lori Lee at 607-739-3176.
Available Sundays for September and October 2022 are:
September 18 & 25 and October 2, 9, 23 & 30.
Please take the flowers home to enjoy after the service.
If you are not in the sanctuary on
your chosen date,
we will be in touch with you to make a plan.

SeptemberWorship Volunteers
Tech Booth
September 4
September 11
September 18
September 25

Steve Allison
Bill Furnas
Bill Furnas
Steve Allison

Ushers
September 4
September 11
September 18
September 25

Cindy & Kurt Kalweit
George Batrowny, Pat or Jeff Richards
Janice Williams, Phil Carpentier
Jerry Russell, Joe Rolls, Bob Russell

Communion
September 4

Counters
September 4
September 11
September 18
September 25

Wendy Swatling, Linda Palmer, Janice
Williams, Ann Motley, TBD

September 18 Tim Allison, Linda Palmer, Jim Mosher,
Steve Allison, Cheryl Allison
Greeters
September 4
September 11
September 18
September 25

Tim Allison
Joan Barneski, Alice Kain
Ann Motley
Scott & Allie Sevey

Youth Reader
September 11 Paityn Perry
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Phil Carpentier, Jeff Richards
Cindy & Kurt Kalweit
Annette Stevens, Jim Mosher
Dolores Cummings, Janice Williams

Wee Worship
September 4
September 11
September 18
September 25

Karen Wilson, Barb Duryea
Liz Wilson, Brenna Wilson
Deb Stamp, Brenna Wilson
Ann Motley, Becky Kowulich

Worship Assistant
September 4
September 11
September 18
September 25

Erin Jacob
Kate Hansen
TBD
George Batrowny

Coffee Hour
September 4
September 11
September 18
September 25

Barb Duryea
Cindy Kalweit, Annette Stevens
Wendy Swatling, Janice Williams
Karen Wilson

Youth Usher
September

TBD

September 4:
Laurie Burdick
608 Walnut St.
Elmira, NY 14901

September 4:
Corey & Jason Battersby
Maddie, Mackenzie, Connor

September 11:
Marlene Carpentier
501 Larchmont Rd.
Elmira, NY 14905

September 11:
Joseph Rolls

September 18:
Joseph & Glenda Solowiej
2383 Rte. 352
Elmira, NY 14903

September 18:
Laurie Runyan
Isabella, Hannah
September 25:
Bob & Barb Russell
Alan , Jerry

September 25:
Jim & Carol Gualiardo
1210 W. Water St.
Apt. 110
Elmira, NY 14905

Jesus tells us
to pray without ceasing
for the good of God's people.

Please send a
card to our
Homebound
Friends
today!

Weekly Prayer Chain Email
We would like to remind everyone that they
are welcome to attend Session Meetings.

Did you know that you can pray or be
prayed for? You are invited to let the church
office know how you would like to be
involved.

If you are interested in attending one, please
contact the church office.

We are stronger together.
4

Children and Youth Ministry September 2022
I am truly amazed at how fast this summer has flown by. Seems we were just planning
for VBS and now we are planning for a whole new Sunday school year. As we approach the start of
Sunday school, we will be doing some things a little differently this year. We have decided to do a
rotational schedule with three to four teachers for the pre-k—2nd grade children. A few of our Sunday
school teachers are full time teachers and prefer not to teach every Sunday, which I totally
understand. I’m excited about the rotational schedule and feel the kids and the teachers will both
benefit from it.
A group of us have been working hard to update and organize the Jr/Sr high room so that
it is more functional and definitely more inviting for the older kids to spend time in. We are in the
process of priming and painting the walls, clearing out some of the well-worn furniture and just
making it more kid friendly. We hope to have it completed by the start of Sunday school on Sept. 11th.
New offering envelopes are here for the kids. So, if you haven’t received yours yet, please
come see me and we will get you a box.
We are excited to kick off this new year. It takes lots of team work and lots of patience to
keep our youth program running and we are so blessed to have caring volunteers who step up when
the call is put out and even more blessed to have the support of our NPC family. If we only stop for a
minute and listen, we will hear God guiding us and reassuring us we are not alone.
Blessings in Christ,
Deb Stamp
Dir. of Children and Youth Min.
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COVID RULES FOR NORTH PRES
•

To the extent allowed by the State of New York, masks are now optional in our building
and in the sanctuary, including during worship.

•

The lyrics for the praise songs and hymns will continue to be sent with the Zoom link .

•

We will revisit our COVID rules as new information/mandates are received from NYS.

•

Thank you all for your patience and understanding. We’re all in this together!

Parking Lot Worship:
•
•
•

Please use only the North Entrance (towards
Roe Ave.)
Please tune your radio to 1700AM.
Please exit through the South Entrance
(towards the college).

Sanctuary Worship:
In order to comply with the CDC/NYS guidelines, the following COVID guidance was
adopted during the February 12, 2022
Session meeting.
•

Zoom Worship
•

Zoom service link will be emailed each
week for those who would like to
participate via Zoom.
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To the extent allowed by the State of
New York, masks are optional in the
building and the sanctuary, including
during worship.

September Food Pantry
Shopping List:
The following items are needed
this month for the
Food Pantry:
Canned Pasta
Peanut Butter
Cereal

Monetary donations are also
welcome.

Committee/Coordinator
Audit
Buildings & Grounds
Building Use
Clerk of Session
Deacons
Education
Fellowship
Finance
Mission & Outreach
Nominating
Staff Relations
Tech & Communications
Treasurer
Worship & Music

Email Address
audit@northpres.church
campus@northpres.church
building_use@northpres.church
session@northpres.church
deacons@northpres.church
education@northpres.church
fellowship@northpres.church
finance@northpres.church
misson_outreach@northpres.church
nominating@northpres.church
staff_relations@northpres.church
tech_com@northpres.church
Financial_sec@northpres.church
worship@northpres.church

Staff
Church Administrator
Director of Youth Ministries
Music Director
Organist
Pastor

Email Address
office@northpres.church
youth@northpres.church
music@northpres.church
organist@northpres.church
pastor@northpres.church

Meet the Staff
Please welcome our new Pianist,
Randy Cornell
Randy joins us from 1st United Church of
Christ in Elmira, where he served as Minister
of Music from November 2006 - July 2022.
He is freshly retired from a 30+ year career as
a public-school music teacher. In addition to
serving at North Pres., Randy currently serves
at Big Flats United Methodist Church and lives
in Elmira with his partner and 2 dogs (Lucy
and Ethel) and maintains a studio of private
music lessons, specializing in piano and voice.
He would like to thank you all for the warm
welcome!

Pastor Evan Hansen

Pastor
pastor@northpres.church
Open Door Office Hours: T & W 1:30-4pm

Paul Holland
Sharon Reynolds
Randy Cornell

Music Director
music@northpres.church
Organist
organist@northpres.church
Pianist

Deb Stamp

Director of Children
& Youth Ministries
youth@northpres.church

Gretchen Duffy

Office Administrator
office@northpres.church

NOTICE: As CDC/NYS guidelines change, please stay tuned to
our FB page & website for updates.
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Important Reminders:
•

The church office needs your contact information. Please let us know if anything has changed.

•

If you need to contact the church office for any reason, please feel free to email
office@northpres.church or call (607) 734-2977 Tues-Fri 9am to 3:30 pm.

•

Please be sure to check the bulletin or our FB page for any updates to our COVID procedure.

Women's Bible Study
will resume on Tuesday, September
13, at 6:00 pm and will study the book
Me, Myself and Lies by Jennifer
Rothschild.

Men’s Bible Study
Will resume Thursday, September 8, at
6:00 pm and will study the Book of
Revelation.

Adult Sunday School will
resume on September 11th.
We will be studying the Book
of Micah. Please join us!

Wednesday Noon Bible Study
will resume on September 7.
Please feel free to bring your
lunch!

Sunday School will
resume on Rally Day,
September 11. Hope
to see you there!

Praise Band will resume
in September. Rehearsals
will be Wednesdays at
7:00 pm.
Praise

Band

Bell Choir rehearsals will
resume in September and
will be Wednesdays at 6:15
pm.

The Good
News Singers’
practices will resume on
September 18 at 10:45 am.
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NORTH PRES

The Annual Church Rummage Sale will be held
Saturday, September 17th, 9:00 am - 2:00 pm
Bag Sale 2:00 pm - 3:00 pm
Rummage may be dropped off to Willits Hall starting
August 29th thru September 14th.

Please no TVs or broken or stained items.
From 3 pm - 4:00 pm NPC or community members may pick up any remaining items
to donate to a charity of their choice (Samaritan Center, Salvation Army, Catholic
Charities, etc.). At 4:00 pm all leftover items will be loaded up for donation.
Volunteers Needed:
8/29 - 9/16 to sort and organize donations
9/17 to sell items
9/17 to pick up after the sale
Please contact Suzie Hoskins (607-733-1256) to volunteer or
with any questions.
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From the Presbytery

10

From the Presbytery
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Presbyterians Today

To read more go to: https://www.presbyterianmission.org/story/sanctuaries-under-construction/
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Presbyterians Today

A new school year means opportunities for congregations
to reach our to children, youth and school administrators
to discover ways in which to walk alongside them.

To read more go to: https://www.presbyterianmission.org/story/back-to-school-means-back-to-missions/
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This month’s focus is on the special envelope for September 25th labeled “Peace and Global Witness.”
This is one of the four collections North Church takes on behalf of the PC(USA). Our congregation
retains 25% of the donations to further the efforts of Christ’s peace locally. 50% of the total funds
collected go to the Presbyterian Mission Agency (the “PMA”) to “advocate for peace and justice in
cultures of violence, including our own, through collaborative projects of education and Christian
witness.” The PMA gives the other 25% to mid-councils to be utilized in ministries of peace and
reconciliation. The 2022 collection begins September 4th and concludes with World Communion
Sunday, October 2nd. “The Peace and Global Witness Offering encourages the church to cast off
anxiety and fear, discord and division, and embrace our God’s mission of reconciliation to those
around the corner and around the world. A gift to the Peace and Global Witness Offering enables
the church to promote the Peace of Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the
world.” Please be sure to bring your donation envelope (or use one from the bulletin) during
September as the worship service on October 2nd is at New Beginnings United Methodist Church
on Miller Street (10 a.m.).https://specialofferings.pcusa.org/offering/peace-global-witness/
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Border Buddies Ministries (BBM) will be hosting the first ever “Run Like a Rhino” 5K fundraiser on Saturday
September 10th at the Big Flats Community Park Extension. This fundraiser is a family event and we are
inviting everyone in the community to come attend to walk or run in the event. Children are
encouraged to attend with adults as well. Teams of 6 or more can register and get a discount of $20 of the
total registration price!!!
The funds raised for the 5K fundraiser will be used to continue the construction efforts to rebuild
schools in the low income neighborhoods in Tegucigalpa, the capital city of Honduras. Over the past decade
BBM has been rebuilding classrooms in schools and spreading the gospel to the communities they are
working in. The result has been amazing classrooms that the teachers and students can use, safe structural
spaces and restroom facilities for the students and most importantly the gospel shared with hundreds of
students, teachers and their families.
This amazing ministry has continued for over a decade thanks to God working through His people to
make this happen.
If you have any questions about the 5K or if you have any questions about Border Buddies Ministries, please
feel free to contact Mike and Glenda Miller at mjgm2004@yahoo.com.
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SEPTEMBER
EVENTS

September 5

Rummage Sale

Our local chapter of
TOPS meets on
Mondays at 5:30 in
Willits Hall. If you’re
interested, please call
the church office for
information.

September 17
9:00 am - 2:00 pm

Bag sale 2:00 pm - 3:00 pm

Board of
Session
September
18
6:00 pm

September 11
16

SEPTEMBER
EVENTS

First day of
SCHOOL
September
7th
There will be a Red Cross Blood
Drive on September 1 starting at
noon. If you’re interested in
signing up to give blood, please
visit redcrossblood.org or call
1-800 RED CROSS.
Yoga meets Tuesday and
Thursday mornings at 8:45 in
Willits Hall. If you’re interested,
please contact the church office
for more information.

There will be no Work
Day in September.

Kindermusik meets on Tuesdays
at 3 pm and Thursdays at 10 am.
For information on how your
child can participate, please
contact the church office.

Our next Work Day
will be October 8.
Please join us!
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Summary of Session Meeting held at North Presbyterian Church on Sunday, August 21, 2022 at
6:00 P.M. in the Brisbane Room.
Elders present: Steven Allison, Timothy Allison, George Batrowny, Barbara Duryea, Susan
Hoskins, Eva “Annie” LeFevre, James Mosher, Wendy Swatling, Linda Palmer
Members excused:
Moderator: Rev. Evan Hansen
Clerk: Cynthia Kalweit (excused)
Treasurer: Patricia Richards
A quorum was determined; the meeting opened with prayer and was called to order by the
Moderator. Mrs. Palmer was elected Clerk Pro tempore.
The minutes of the June 19, 2022 Session Meeting were approved. Mrs. Palmer presented the
Clerk’s Report noting the statistics for the months of June and July. Mrs. Richards presented the
Treasurer’s Report. Donations from two groups that held events at North Church were used
towards the purchase of two new refrigerators.
Details were finalized for the Pastor Emeritus Celebration to be held August 27th and 28th
honoring Dr. Robert Edmunds and Mrs. Susan Edmunds.
Pastor Hansen presented his report noting the busy summer attending General Assembly
activities in Louisville and via Zoom, Vacation Bible School, and visiting “homebound” members.
The Geneva Presbytery held a special meeting to examine Susan Rack, welcome her to the Geneva
Presbytery, and approve her call and install her as the Pastor of the First Presbyterian Church of
Ulysses. The ordination exam readers for the fall of 2022 were also elected.
Oral Committee Reports given (in addition to written reports received):
Buildings and Grounds – Balland Fencing will install roughly 209’ of chain link fence straight
from the garden behind the church to Irvine Place at a cost not to exceed $5,000.
The garage roof continues to leak, the Manse kitchen porch roof directs water into the space
between the house and the porch and not into the gutters, and the Manse front porch roof
shingles are blowing off and there no gutters, so the water pouring directly into the basement.
Hale Roofing has inspected the property and offers to overlay the garage roof and the front porch
roof, install gutters on the front porch roof, and place EDM on the flat kitchen roof that will direct
the water to the gutters. The final quote for the work is expected in the coming days. $10,000 was
budgeted for the garage repairs. The Buildings and Grounds Committee was authorized to enter
into an agreement with Hale Roofing for the aforementioned roofing improvements utilizing the
$10,000 budgeted for 2022 repairs. Session will ratify the cost for any additional funds, if
necessary, at its next meeting.
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Worship and Music – Session approved participation in an Ecumenical Service on World
Communion Sunday, October 2nd. This year the service will be held at New Beginnings United
Methodist Church at 10 a.m. The United Baptist Church, Park Church, Grace Episcopal Church,
and Bethany Lutheran Church are participating along with North and the UMC. The service will
be available on Zoom. North’s congregants will be informed (email, bulletins, signs) of the change
in worship location for that Sunday.
Session authorized the Treasurer and the Church Administrator to undertake the preservation of
and disposition of certain records belonging to North Church with a report to Session of all actions
undertaken with the focus of this project to be preserving images or recordings of prior Pastors
and members for historical purposes with the preservation or disposition of financial documents
made in compliance with all relevant retention schedules.
Staff Relations – Glory be to God and the power of prayer, a pianist has been found! Session
authorized an agreement with Randy Cornell for the provision of services as a pianist and to
accompany the choir. Welcome Mr. Cornell!
Education – Rally Day is September 11th. Bible studies will begin after Labor Day (Wednesday
Noon on the 7th, Men evening of the 8th [Revelation], Women evening of the 13th [“Me, Myself, and
Lies” by Jennifer Rothschild], Sunday Adults on the 11th [Micah]). The Committee is seeking new
angel costumes.
Nominating – Seeking new members for the Buildings and Grounds Committee.
Congregational Life – Deacons – Communications were received from Rita Dery, now residing in
Florida, and Karen Moshier. Mrs. Moshier included a donation in appreciation for a bereavement
reception. The donation was accepted with gratitude by Session in Kevin Moshier’s memory, and
an acknowledgement has been sent to Mrs. Moshier thanking her for the gift.
Fellowship – the monthly Wednesday night dinner and Saturday breakfast will commence in
October.
Mission – the Pastor will present a “thank you” from the Mission Committee to the congregation.
The meeting adjourned with prayer at 7:35 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Linda Palmer,
Clerk pro tempore
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Sunday

4

Monday

5 Labor Day

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

1

2

8:45 am -Yoga
12:00 pm -Blood
Drive

10:00 am -Food
Pantry
5:15 pm -AA

6

7 Bulletin Info Due

8

9

9:30am -Worship
5:30 pm -TOPS
Service
9:30am -Communion
Coffee Hour

8:45 am -Yoga
9:00 am -Staff
Relations Mtg
1:30 pm -Pastor’s
Office Hours

10:00 am -Food
Pantry
12:00 pm -Bible
Study
1:30-4:00 pm Pastor’s Office Hours

8:45 am -Yoga
1:00 pm -Mission &
Outreach Mtg

10:00 am -Food
Pantry
5:15 pm -AA

11 Rally Day

12

13

14 Bulletin Info Due

15

16

9:30 am -Worship
Service
Coffee Hour

5:30 pm -TOPS

8:45 am -Yoga
10:00 am -Comm &
Tech Mtg
1:30 pm -Pastor’s
Office Hours
7:00 pm -Buildings &
Grounds Mtg

9:30 am –Finance
Mtg
10:00 am -Food
Pantry
12:00 pm -Bible
Study
1:30-4:00 pm Pastor’s Office Hours
3:00 pm -Worship &
Music Meeting

8:45 am -Yoga

10:00 am -Food
Pantry
5:15 pm -AA
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19

20

21 Bulletin Info Due

23

9:30 am -Worship
5:30 pm -TOPS
Service
9:30 am -C ommunion
Coffee Hour
6:00 pm -Board of
Session

22 Newsletter Info
Due

8:45 am -Yoga
1:30 pm -Pastor’s
Office Hours

10:00 am -Food
Pantry
8:45 pm -Yoga
12:00 pm -Bible
11:00 am -Deacons’
Study
Mtg
1:30-4:00 pm Pastor’s Office Hours
4:00 pm -Christian Ed
Meeting

10:00 am -Food
Pantry
5:15 pm -AA
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26

27

28 Bulletin Info Due

29

30

9:30 am -Worship
Service
Coffee Hour

5:30 pm -TOPS

8:45 am -Yoga
1:30 pm Pastor’s
Office Hours

10:00 am -Food
Pantry
12:00 pm –Bible
Study
1:30-4:00 pm Pastor’s Office Hours

8:45am -Yoga

10:00 am -Food
Pantry
5:15 pm -AA
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Saturday
3

10

17 Rummage Sale
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