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Dear Friends,  

 

We greet you in joy and with encouragement, and we thank you for your faithfulness to North 

Church over this past year. Whether it is joining us for worship in the sanctuary, in the parking lot, 

or by Zoom; being a volunteer for VBS; volunteering in the food pantry; being on a committee; 

being part of a bible study; being in the Bell Choir; just to name a few of the ways people 

participate in this faith community, you are an important part of a worshiping community and 

fellowship of believers. It is in this fellowship that we seek to grow closer with our God, strive to 

live lives modeled after our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, and we love our neighbors as ourselves. 

 

Since March 2020, COVID-19 has impacted all of our lives, not only on a personal level, but as a 

community as well. We have experienced shut-downs, re-openings, more shutdowns in response 

to increased COVID numbers, the introduction of vaccines, and re-openings. As we move into 

2022, we know that COVID will continue to affect us, not only personally, but on a community 

level. And yet, even during this pandemic, we have hope. As a faith community, we have found 

ways to continue to worship together, to resume our monthly community dinners, to restart our 

bible studies, and so much more. Although we have been, at times, separated because of COVID, 

we have found ways to remain together in fellowship.  

 

In 1 John, John writes: “That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have 

seen with our eyes, which we have looked at and our hands have touched – this we proclaim 

concerning the Word of life. The life appeared; we have seen it and testify to it, and we proclaim 

to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and has appeared to us. We proclaim to you what 

we have seen and heard, so that you also may have fellowship with us. And our fellowship is with 

the Father and with his Son, Jesus Christ. We write this to make our joy complete.”(1 John 1:1-4 

(NIV)) 

 

In the portion of Letter of 1 John quoted above, John states “We proclaim to you what we have 

seen and heard so that you also may have fellowship with us. And our fellowship is with the Father 

and with his Son Jesus Christ.” (1 John 1:3). The word “fellowship” is a translation of the Greek 

word koinonia. In the Greek, koinonia can mean partnership, joint ownership, communion, 

fellowship, or sharing in common. As followers in Christ, we believe that the Holy Spirit binds us 
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together in fellowship with God and each other as a community of believers who pray for each 

other and this world; who support one another; and, who are transformed into the body of Christ. 

Just as John proclaimed that he was there; saw Jesus; and heard the Word made flesh; as the body 

of Christ, we also proclaim the Word made flesh in our world so that others may know and believe. 

It is as the body of Christ that we navigate and make a difference in our world. 

 

Your past and continuing generous sharing of your resources, of your time, and your talents, has 

allowed North Church to continue to make a difference in our community and in world. Your 

generosity spurs and creates more generosity. This past year, we received a legacy gift from one 

of our members that required a portion of the funds go to the food pantry and a portion to the 

parking lot. In response to the gift, the food pantry requested that our Mission and Outreach 

committee use a portion of the funds that we budget for their operations for a different mission or 

ministry. Around the same time this happened, we learned that the one of our mission partners, 

Border Buddies, needed additional funding due to Honduras being ravaged by a hurricane and 

COVID-19. The money from the food pantry was paid forward to help Border Buddies and the 

people of Honduras recover from the hurricane and we were able to sponsor an additional child 

whose previous sponsor had withdrawn their funding. The gift of one person spread from our food 

pantry to Honduras. The same gift also made it possible for us to replace a troublesome stretch of 

our sidewalk next to Willets Hall. The fixed sidewalk is not only safer, but it is used almost every 

day of the week by our members and others such as AA, Kindermusik, yoga, BOCES counseling 

services, and our food pantry volunteers and guests. Your generous giving, including giving 

through legacy gifts, makes a difference in our community and in our world.  

 

Your past and continuing generous support and the gifts of prior generations made it possible for 

us to fix a leaky roof. Your generous support keeps our building open for Sunday worship services, 

the Wednesday Noon Bible Study, the men’s and women’s Bible Studies, bell choir practice, and 

more. Your generous support makes it possible for us to support our pastor and our staff. Your 

generous support makes it possible for us to have VBS, Sunday School, and the rummage sale. 

Your generous support funds a Congregational Care Fund that has assisted many of our members 

and others experiencing illness, job loss, etc. Your generous support makes it possible for our 

building to be used a number of very appreciative community groups. We are made for fellowship 

and it is hard to imagine a time in recent history when we needed each other more. Together, we 

are able to be the ripples of compassion in a desperate world. Your generous support makes a 

difference in our community and in our world. Thank you for all that you do and give. 

 

Enclosed is your pledge card for 2022. A pledge is defined as a solemn promise or undertaking, to 

commit by a solemn promise, a promise on one’s honor or sense of duty to take some action in 

fulfillment of a contract with other human beings. Hold it in your hand, place it where you can see 

it often, and pray. Ask God to grant you wisdom and discernment. Ask God to open your eyes and 

your heart and learn where your individual talents and gifts can be used. When we give of ourselves 

and we used our talents, gifts, and resources, we are living into our faith and embracing God’s 

grace and mercy. After completing the card, please place it in the enclosed envelope. The pledge 

cards will be received and blessed during the worship service on November 21st.  

 



If you are unable to attend and present your pledge in person, please mail or drop off the card to 

the church office. If you have any questions, please reach out to myself, the other members of 

Session, to our treasurer, to our pastor, or to our church administrator.  

 

Thank you for your faith, your trust, and support of our ministry and mission in this community.  

 

Peace and grace to you in the name of Jesus, 

 
Linda Palmer,  

Stewardship Committee  

 

“This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we ought to lay 

down our lives for our brothers. If anyone has material possessions and sees his brother in need 

but has no pity on him, how can the love of God be in him? Dear children, let us not love with 

words or tongue but with actions in truth.” 1 John 3:16-18 NIV 

 

Enclosure: Pledge card and return envelope 

 

 


