
   

North Presbyterian Church  
921 College Avenue 

Elmira, NY 14901 
 

Phone: 607-734-2977 │ Fax: 607-734-2978 
email: office@northpres.church 
website: www.northpres.church 

 

2020 Annual 
Report Index 

Annual Meeting Agenda 2-3 

In Loving Memory 4 

Pastor’s Comment 5 

Clerk of Session’s Report  6 
Commissioner to Presbytery Report 7 
Committee Reports:    
Buildings & Grounds 8 

Congregational Life 9-10 

 Deacons  

 Fellowship  

Christian Education 11-12 

Adult Education  

Children & Youth  

Finance 13-27 

     Audit  

 2020 Balance Sheet  

 2020 Profit & Loss Budget vs. Actual  

 2020 Profit & Loss Prev. Yr. Comp.  

 Endowment Fund Statement  

 2021 Budget 

Finance/Scholarship 28 

Food Pantry 29-30 

Keyser Library 31 

Communication and Technology 31 

Mission & Outreach 32 

Nominating 33 

Personal Needs 34 

Staff Relations 34 

Worship & Music 35 

Minutes of the 125th Annual Meeting of 
the Congregation/Corporation 36-38 

2020 Photos 39 



 2 

 
 

ONE HUNDRED AND TWENTY-SIXTH ANNUAL MEETING 

Of the Congregation of the NORTH PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

921 College Avenue, Elmira, NY 

January 24, 2021 

11:00 A.M.  

 

Call to Meeting          Rev. Evan Hansen, Moderator 

Opening Prayer 

Determination of Quorum  

Approval of the Agenda 

Appointing Clerk as Moderator pro-tem for Consideration of Pastor’s Terms of Call 

Consideration of Pastor’s Terms of Call    Wendy Swatling 

Nomination of church officers     Jeff Richards 

Waiving of Reading of Minutes of 125th Annual Meeting 

(Approved by Session on February 17, 2020) 

Celebration of our ministry together in 2020 

 We give God thanks for… 

 We look forward to… 

Review of Committee Annual Reports 

Presentation of the 2021 Budget       Pat Richards 

Unison Prayer of Thanksgiving 

Holy Lord, we thank you for this day. We give thanks that your Spirit has gathered us into this time 
and place to worship your Son and to work together as part of the body of Christ. Even though we are 
not able to gather in person, we are grateful for the ability to meet during this time of uncertainty.  
 
We thank you for those who have responded to the call to serve your people and your church. May your 
blessing be upon them and us in this new year. May they and we serve your people and your church 
with energy, intelligence, imagination, and love. 
 
We thank you for the presence of your Spirit in this congregation and its ministries. We give you thanks 
for all those who have served you in this congregation and in the church. Their faith in you, their trust 
in you, and their prayers to you witness to a gracious and faithful God who calls us to live out our faith 
with love, kindness, and humility.  
 
As we mark the end of one year, send your Spirit upon us and renew our faith in you so that we may 
give ourselves in your service and walk in your ways all of our days; through Jesus Christ, our 
redeemer, to whom with you and the Holy Spirit, be all glory and honor now and forever. Amen. 
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ONE HUNDRED AND TWENTY-SIXTH ANNUAL MEETING 

Of the Congregation of the NORTH PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

921 College Avenue, Elmira, NY 

January 24, 2021 

11:00 A.M.  

Moment of Silence for members and friends deceased since last annual meeting 
 Ann Gawenus 
 Eleanor Riley 
 Larry Campbell 
 Elena Forrest 
 Earl Bush 
 Barbara Mosher 
 Margaret Carney 
 Richard “Dick” Schornstheimer 
 
Unison Recitation of For All the Saints 

  

For all the saints who from their labors rest, 

Who thee, by faith before the world confessed, 

Thy Name, O Jesus, be forever blest 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

O blest communion, fellowship divine! 

We feebly struggle; They in glory shine; 

Yet all are one in thee, for all are thine. 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

Motion to authorize the Session to approve the minutes of this meeting 

Motion to adjourn 

Closing prayer (unison) 

Almighty and merciful God,  
as this meeting comes to an end,  
we again give you thanks. 
 
We praise you for your mercies,  
for your goodness that has created us,  
your grace that has sustained us,  
your discipline that has corrected us, 
your patience that has borne with us, 
and your love that has redeemed us. 
 
Help us to continue to love you, 
and to be thankful for all your gifts 
by serving you and delighting to do  
your will through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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In Loving Memory 

North Presbyterian Church Members/Friends: 

Susan “Ann” Gawenus 

Elena Forrest 

Eleanor Riley 

Lauren “Larry” Campbell 

Richard “Dick” Schornstheimer 

Barbara Mosher 

Margaret Carney 

* Elder 
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PASTOR’S COMMENT 

2021 
 

The commandments […] are summed up in this word, 

“Love your neighbor as yourself.” Love does no 

wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love is  

fulfilling the law.  

Romans 13:9-10. 

 

Dear Friends, 

 

 This past year has been a hard one for many of us. I do not know what it has felt like for you, but 

January 2020 seems like five years ago. For me, looking back at last January and February is like what 

happens when one becomes a parent for the first time. There are memories of a life before COVID-19 and 

there is life during COVID-19; and, there is the growing realization that life will never be the same going 

forward. At the same time, as many new parents come to realize, even as many of us dislike change and seek 

to keep things the same as before, we have to adapt to an ever changing environment around us and to the 

demands that our lives place upon us. This is not only true for us as people, but is true for us as a faith 

community made up of many different people from many different backgrounds, perspectives, ages, and 

experiences.  

 In the short five months since arriving here, I have been privileged and honored to be a witness to a 

faith community who seeks to love each other and its wider community in how it adapts to and addresses the 

challenges of worshiping and being community in the midst of a global pandemic. When it was reasonably 

safe to meet as a worshiping community in August and in September, our congregation met adorned with 

masks, generally six feet apart, and we did not sing because to do so could possibly endanger our community 

of faith and our larger community. When it became clear that it was no longer reasonably safe to meet in 

person, the leadership of our congregation made the difficult and painful decision to once again meet in the 

parking lot; and, when the weather started to turn, we moved to a Zoom worship service which is broadcast 

to our parking lot. These were not easy decisions, but decisions that had to be made to do our part in 

preventing the spread of COVID.  

 When people tell me that it must be difficult to be a pastor during COVID-19, especially a pastor 

with their first call, I have to acknowledge that it is difficult and that it is also all that I know as a pastor. At 

the same time, I know of no other congregation that I would rather be a pastor to during this time. I am so 

grateful for our staff, our volunteers, and for everyone who is a part of our faith community and I am looking 

forward with hope to a new year – a year that will certainly be filled with difficulties, hardship, and COVID-

19; but will also be filled with the hope and joy that comes from our faith and trust in the promises of a 

loving and merciful God.  

 

     Warmly in Christ, 

 

     Pastor Evan 
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NPC Active Membership Roll Statistics 

 

 

Membership as of 12/31/2019 123 

 

Removals: 

Removal by Death 

Susan (Ann) Gawenus, June 18, 2020 

Eleanor Riley, September 29, 2020 

Earl Bush, October 28, 2020 

Barb Mosher, December 3, 2020 

Margaret J. Carney, December 29, 2020 

Removal by Session Action 

Michaela Johnson (transfer) 

Moved to In-Active Membership Roll by Session 

None 

 

YTD removals    06 

 

Additions: 

Moved to Active Membership by Session 

None 

Additions by Profession of Faith 

None 

Additions by Re-affirmation of Faith 

James Casselberry 

 

YTD additions    01 

 

Membership as of 12/31/2020 118 
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Commissioner to Presbytery of Geneva 

 

It has been quite a year for Geneva Presbytery in 2020.  

Covid-19 concerns had a profound impact on how the presbytery conducted its business throughout the year. 

Beginning in March, all of the presbytery committees began meeting by Zoom. It was a blessing throughout  

the year that we had practicing doctor, Rob Anderson, as our moderator on General Council. He provided 

accurate and up to date medical information on the safest ways for congregations within our presbytery to 

continue worship during the pandemic. 

As a result of the pandemic’s lasting grip on the country, general council assesses next steps to returning to 

traditional worship as part of each monthly general council meeting.  

The presbytery continues to be fiscally responsible with the assets entrusted to them by the members of 

Geneva Presbytery. We successfully completed the $ 250,000 matching gift campaign for Camp Whitman, 

made by an anonymous donor. The $ 500,000 acquired during this campaign is being directed to 

improvements of the camp facility. Some cabins have been gutted, insulated, finished with knotty pine 

interior walls, new bedding and provided with electricity, running water and showers, to enhance the 

comfort of those serving there throughout the season. 

Sadly, due to COVID constraints, the regular camp was not able to run in 2020. Not to be deterred, Camp 

director Lea Kone developed a three-pronged attack to provide options for would-be campers. A virtual 

camp was created that delivered boxes containing activities to be completed at home. In addition, the cabins 

mentioned above were made available for family groups to rent for a couple of days or the week, during the 

summer, at very reasonable rates. That effort alone generated $ 30,000 to help offset the loss of regular camp 

income. The raised bed vegetable gardens at Camp Whitman enjoyed a successful first year with tomatoes, 

cucumbers, squash and other vegetables. These were available for the limited staff on site during the 

summer. A third opportunity was offered for volunteers to come to camp and do projects, that  made 

improvements the facility during their stay at camp.. 

The sale of the presbytery office in Penn Yan was completed in 2020. As a result, we have eliminated the 

monthly mortgage payment and upkeep costs to the presbytery. We currently have only one full-time person 

in the presbytery, the Camp Whitman Director. The presbytery leader, Susan Orr, as well as the presbytery 

office administrator, are part time positions. All of the committee chairs, members of committees and the 

presbytery Treasurer, are volunteer positions filled by Geneva Presbytery congregation members. 

As we deal with COVID in 2021, we will be utilizing Zoom for more of our meetings and learning what the 

new “normal” will be in the coming year. If you are interested in becoming a member of any of the 

presbytery committees, please talk with North Presbyterian Church Commissioner to Geneva Presbytery, 

Annie Le Fevre, or Additional Elder Commissioner, Jeff Richards. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Jeff Richards  

EAC Geneva Presbytery 
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Buildings and Grounds Committee 

 

Steve Allison, Ed Wilson, George Batrowny, Joe Rolls, Jerry Russell, Cheryl Allison, Pat Richards 

 

Year of Change 

 

Improvements at the Manse for our new Pastor and family: 

 The charm was restored by refinishing the floors. 

 Improvements, like bat mitigation, replacing kitchen appliances, the water heater, heating system and  
adding cooling, were made. 

 The plumbing to the downstairs bathroom and the tile floor, that was popping up, were replaced.  

 Cracks in the ceilings and walls were patched and ceilings painted.  

 The Hansen family has repainted all the walls themselves!  

 The main driveway path to the kitchen door and parking pad for their cars was paved. 

 

Building Security improvements: 

 We changed the internet and phone from Spectrum to Empire Access. 

 We got a new copier. 

 We have continued the contracts for our lawn care and snow plowing.   

 Special thanks to our neighbor, Jackie Doughty Pryslak, for her continuing to improve the finer details 
of landscaping (weed pulling) around our facility. 

 

Our building use includes following new COVID protocols, with safety plans and contact tracing records, 
both for our staff and for anyone using the facility (Food Pantry, BOCES, AA, Thursday Morning 
Musicales). Thanks to Wendy Swatling and Linda Palmer for helping review and comment on the plans.  

 

Thanks to Pat Richards for helping pay the bills. 

 

Thanks to Jeff Richards and Ann Motley (and muscle from Mike Stamp) for spearheading the Kitchen 
refresh, stove, cabinet upgrade, and new chairs for Willits (and other places around the church, as they are 
vinyl and easy to sanitize.) 

 

A Tech Update too... (Since Steve, Eddie and I work on this, too.) 

Initially during the shutdown, Rev. Jim Hicks continued to provide us hope and encouragement with his 
sermons.  He, with help from his tech wife Mary :-), would record the sermons, email to Bill, who would 
add on music that Paul Holland wrote, “A Song for a Wedding”, then post for all to hear on our Website. 

Moving our services from indoors, to under the Portico Parking Lot and Zoom has been enabled by a low 
power broadcasting transmitter at 1700 AM. We have installed a permanent antenna and have music playing 
(Barb on Organ, Paul on guitar) on it 24/7 (Pull in to the parking lot and listen for a while some time.)  Our 
Zoom setup has several cameras, so everyone can see the sanctuary and worship leaders well.  We continue 
to record and post sermons to the web site.  Occasionally, you will find the Zoom video link on Facebook, 
and the web site. Since I am talking tech, I have to say that Evan orchestrated and edited a video giving us a 
wonderful Kids Christmas Eve Service. If you missed it, please contact the office and we can put it on a 
memory stick or DVD for you to have and enjoy. Thanks to Kim, and now Gretchen, that work with Evan to 
put together the flow and content of the service  in which we help you to participate. 

 

In His service, 

-Bill Furnas 
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Congregational Life:  Deacons 
 
 
 

2020 was a challenging year for all of us, including the work of the deacons.  Contact with our home-

bound was limited to phone calls and cards for most of the year, and as of this date, that continues.  We 

still seek to meet any need and are there to lend support, help as needed and build a relationship of caring.   

 

The church administrator sends, to each member who wishes, a Northstar and the Upper Room to help 

keep shut-in persons in touch with the church and assist in meeting spiritual needs.   

 

We currently have 12 people on the home-bound list and 2 who we keep in touch with that are out of 

town.  Not all of our home-bounds request regular visitation, but all receive cards and phone calls.   

 

The church was unable to have caroling or deliver Christmas gifts this year.  However, we did sponsor 

Christmas cards to each home-bound member and the congregation responded well.  These were mailed 

to each person before Christmas.   

 

Through the Congregational Care fund, we were able to assist 2 church members/associated persons with 

financial concerns.   

 

This past  year we lost 7 church members/friends of this congregation, including our long time organist, 

Barb Mosher, unexpectedly, long term members Ann Gawenus, Earl Bush and Dick Schornstheimer.   We 

also lost Eleanor Riley, Margaret Carney and quite tragically, Larry Campbell, our previous church 

treasurer.  This has been a very painful and difficult year for this congregation, but we are assured of 

Christ's presence and the hope of eternal life through Jesus Christ.   

 

The Deacons thanked Maxine Burroughs for her many  years of service as she retired from the active 

work of the deacons.  Our present deacons are:  Anne Beattie, Anne LeFevre, Pam Caroscio and Bobbi 

Furnas. 

 

God's grace and peace be with this congregation.  Blessings. 

Bobbi Furnas 
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Congregational Life Committee: Fellowship 

 

 

There were great joys and moments of sadness to remember in the year 2020. We began a $10,000 Kitchen 

Campaign in February, in an effort to modernize and replace some old and tired equipment and furnishings 

in Willits Hall.  

With two successful Wednesday dinners in January and February, Fellowship dinners were off to a great 

start. Sadly, when COVID-19 got a grip on the community, our Wednesday evening dinners came to a 

screeching halt for the rest of the year.  

However, that did not prevent the Kitchen campaign from not only reaching, but exceeding our goal by 

more than $ 2,000. As a result, we were able to replace kitchen cabinets that were in poor shape, actually 

beginning to rot at the  base. In addition, we were able to replace the kitchen stove with a more reliable unit 

that features 10 burners with heavy-duty grates and two ovens. Lastly, we were able to purchase 110 new 

chairs that feature 2-inch seat cushions, easily cleaned vinyl coverings and good back support while seated 

for dining.  

With the arrival of COVID-19 vaccine coming in the next few months, we are hopeful that we may resume 

First Wednesday Dinners, monthly Saturday morning Men’s breakfasts and Caroling again in 2021. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Jeff Richards 

Fellowship Committee leader 
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Christian Education Committee: Adult Education 

 

Adult education began on Sunday January 5, 2020, with Pastor Jim Hicks leading. The study topic was “The 

Gospel of John”. Pastor Hicks ran the group for ten weeks and ended it on March 8, 2020.  

 

Pastor Hansen taught a four week Adult Sunday School class from Sept 13- Oct.11, focusing on the Apostles 

Creed.  

 

Men’s and women’s bible study hadn’t started up again before we were shut down. But, the Wednesday 

afternoon bible study was meeting every week, until we shut down in March. This is a unique group made up 

of both members and non-members of North church. Each week, the task of leading the group bible study was 

given to one person from the group. This is a very popular study group and we look forward to the day we can 

meet in person, to study God’s word, once again. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Deb Stamp, Education Committee 
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Christian Education Committee: Children and Youth Education 

 

Children and Youth Ministry has definitely been a challenge this year. The COVID-19 virus made it a very 

difficult year to plan and execute many things, such as Sunday school and VBS. From January until March 

15th, we were able to have Sunday school. With Easter approaching and the church closed, I mailed out 

Lenten materials for the kids and their families, along with Easter cards. From March until August 

activities, prayer and reflection were posted three days a week (M, W, F) on Facebook.  

After the appropriate cleaning and disinfecting, we were able to resume Sunday school on September 13th 

with Rally day. We were able to keep Sunday school going for about a month before we were shut down 

again.  

We had to cancel the Halloween party because of a resurgence in COVID in Chemung County, but were 

able to have the Harvest Dinner on Nov. 7th, with takeout and delivery only, available to the public. The 

setup for the dinner was something we had not done before and we learned a few things about how to 

improve it, should we have to do it this way again. It turned out to be a great success and we were very 

thankful for all our volunteers and the community who came out to support us.  

We were able to get the Jr./Sr. high together to stuff Christmas stockings for the Pantry families on Nov. 

21st. We handed out a total of fifty eight stockings on Dec. 12th .  

At the End of Nov., Devotionals were mailed out (Advent in Narnia) to all the children and their families.  

We were extremely disappointed that we could not get together for our traditional Family Christmas service 

but, with the help of all our parents, Pastor Evan and a few others, we were able to put together a very nice 

video service, featuring all of our children.  

We look forward to planning for the New Year with patience and prayer. 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Deb Stamp, Dir. Of Children and Youth Ministry 
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Endowment Fund 
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Annual Report - Finance Committee & Scholarship Committee 

 

Do you remember the first quarter of 2020? Life was going okay, but then the nation took a crazy wild ride 

that has not yet ended. Vaccinations have started, but so have variant strains of the virus – who knows when 

we can say this pandemic is over? Pray boldly, asking Jesus to heal the world! 

When the shutdown came in March, thoughts of its long-term impact on our endowment fund crossed more 

than one mind. Huge applause for our finance managers at Chemung Canal Trust Company! Tom Wirth and 

his team have done an amazing job protecting our investments. Losses in the last quarter took a bite out of 

the gains achieved earlier in the year, but we still had a positive net outcome! North Church is blessed to 

have these funds, but with them is the great responsibility to remember they were entrusted to the church to 

further God’s kingdom and care for His people. 

The 2020 Stewardship Campaign was an educational process rather than a one-Sunday collection. Hopefully, 

we learned that stewardship is more than money…it is caring for God’s creation in every way possible while 

using the gifts we have been given. Hopefully, we also learned how North Church utilizes your tithes and 

offerings – from paying the bills that keep our building operating, to assisting Camp Whitman, Border 

Buddies, Renovation House, the food pantry, and other ministries. 

Last summer, North continued its tradition of bestowing scholarships on graduating seniors. Each June, 

$2,000 from our investments is automatically transferred to the Meyer Scholarship Fund. Two of our “kids” 

applied, and the Scholarship Committee reviewed their excellent applications. Ana Edwards and Alexis 

Washburn were each awarded $1,000 for continuing education at Alfred and Clarkson, respectively. 

Huge applause for our Buildings and Grounds tech team, worship team, staff, treasurer, members - - okay 

everybody! In short order, North Church was able to meet the challenge and make incredible changes to 

enable worship in the parking lot (including our own radio frequency!), worship in the building complete 

with a concierge, and worship via Zoom. The church is open and “in business.” We not only learned how to 

worship in new ways, but also how to contribute online! 

North is not a hands-off church, so this time of physical separation has been difficult. It is a family.  Its 

members are some of the friendliest people you will find. They genuinely care about people. They are ready 

to pray, laugh, cry and hug! They want to not only worship together, but also have fellowship with one 

another over a meal or an activity. So North Family: be strong, have faith, pray – those activities will again 

be available to us (see paragraph one above – pray boldly). 

Thank you for your support of North and its mission. Without YOU, our family is incomplete. Special thanks 

to Hal Wolfe, Phil Carpentier and Deb Stamp for reviewing the scholarship applications, and to Phil 

Carpentier, Dick Gawenus, Bob Russell and Janice Williams for serving on the Finance Committee. Making 

our work easy is our excellent Treasurer, Pat Richards, who deserves a big round of applause! Pat was the 

(almost) daily presence at the church during 2020, handling whatever needed to be done. Without her 

dedication, things would not have gone as smoothly as they did.  Thank you, Pat!  Most importantly, thank 

you to Pastor Evan Hansen for answering the call, for bringing his family to Elmira and joining our North 

Church family. It is hard to imagine many of these accomplishments without his leadership. 

God’s blessings and peace to all, Linda Palmer, Finance Committee Chair 



 29 

Food Pantry 

 

The NPC Food Pantry served almost 4,000 people in 2020, despite problems posed by the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

For six months – March through August – pantry volunteers ran a drive-through pantry for people who 
came from four counties. Customers pulled up to the door, and we loaded the cars with pre-packed canned 
and dry goods, along with meat or fish, eggs, cheese, bread, dessert and fresh vegetables from the Pantry 
Patch. 

Pantry volunteers worked tirelessly during this time. On really busy days, there was no time to sit and chat 
– the cars were coming at a steady pace, with sometimes two or three families per car to serve. 

For some visitors, this was their first time at a pantry. Some of those who came also picked up food for 
neighbors, tenants or older relatives concerned about coming out during the pandemic.  A few contributed 
money and drove off, refusing to give their names. 

The pantry, still following strict COVID guidelines, restored indoor service in September. The pantry will 
continue to operate only two days a week in 2021 – Wednesdays and Fridays – and has permanently 
discontinued carrying non-food items, such as clothing.  

A sad note for 2020 is the passing of Ann Gawenus, a dedicated pantry volunteer and passionate pantry 
supporter. Ann’s familiar face at the “service window” and her lively company will be missed by 
volunteers and customers alike. In an act of overwhelming generosity, Ann bequeathed $25,000 to the 
pantry for future operations. 

 

The congregation of North Presbyterian Church, as well as other local churches and organizations, blessed 
the pantry in 2020 with donations, volunteerism and prayers.  We ask for your continued support as we 
face the challenges of 2021. 

 

Karen Mosteller and Pat Richards 

Opening Balance 1/1/2019  $  20,208.05 

Deposits (contributions)  $  20,091.80 

Interest Earned   $          6.08 

Food Bank Purchases   $ (4,413.61) 

Extra Food Purchases   $      (11.00) 

Fees     $      (35.00) 

Garden    $    (209.69) 

Food Bank Grant   $    1,650.00 

NYSEG (from grant)   $  (1,650.00) 

Door sign    $       (53.02) 

Plastic Bags    $     (790.27) 

Gift card    $       (50.00) 

Presbytery Covid Grant  $     1,000.00 

 

Ending Balance    $    35,743.34 
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Food Pantry (continued) 

Joan Barneski 

Anne Beattie 

Pam Caroscio 

Marlene Carpentier 

Phil Carpentier 

Jim Casselberry 

Barb Duryea 

Ann Gawenus 

Sharon Hastings 

 As always, we are so thankful for our many volunteers: 

Suzie Hoskins 

Eric Kalweit 

Kurt Kalweit 

Becky Kowulich 

Lori Lee 

Ruth Lord 

Karen Mosteller 

Jeff Richards 

Pat Richards 

Bev Root 

Mike Stamp 

Janet Stanton 

Wendy Swatling 

Sylvia Tuller 

Audrey Vanderhoff 

Nancy Varnum 

Janice Williams 
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Keyser Library 

The Keyser Library was a quiet place last year. There were a few socially-distanced meetings, but very little 
browsing, book sign-outs, lively discussions or Bible studies. 

As we face more months of cold weather and COVID isolation, the Keyser Library will be going mobile to 
help you get through this time with a good book – or two. 

The Keyser Library has devotionals, Bible studies, books about prayer, biographies of saints and 
missionaries, art books and stories about women of the Bible. There are Christian-based romances and 
mysteries, an entire shelf of Chicken Soup books and The Grace Chapel Inn and Sparrow Island series. 
Favorite authors – Karen Kingsbury, Jan Karon and CS Lewis – have plenty to offer. There are children’s 
books, and fiction and non-fiction for teen-agers. 

If you are interested in having a selection of books delivered to your home, please contact the church office 
at office@northpres.church and let us know what interests you. 

 Pat Richards 

Communications and Technologies Committee Report. 

Our mission is to provide clear, accessible and consistent information about the church’s mission, ministry 

and calendar events to our congregation and community. 

We provide communication and information in the following ways: 

 We oversee our Website, social media - Facebook, North Star newsletters and advertising. 

 We are updating our Tri-fold Brochure – Ministries of our Church. 

 We wrote up a Star Gazette newspaper ad for NPC and Pastor Evan. 

 We are updating our church directory. 

 We help any other committees or staff with communication issues. 

Welcome Desk: 

Prior to COVID-19 

We provided welcome packets, welcome bags and a basket of blessings to all guests, who came to worship 

with us, and invited them to join us for our coffee hour.  If any guests had children, they also received a 

welcome bag and were introduced to our Director of Youth Ministry, Deb Stamp.  

We also distributed devotional booklets for our congregation and guests. 

After COVID – 19 

When were allowed to worship inside the church, we provided COVID -19 Guidelines Sign in the portico. 

We handed out and provided sanitized nametags, masks and sanitizer to our church members and guests 

under the portico.  

Contract tracing for all church members and guests was done at the Welcome Desk. 

Communion – all communion elements are sanitized, counted and stored in the sacristy. 

We are working on finding a banner for our parking lot services. 

Once our church directory is updated, we will be sending out note cards to keep in touch with our 

congregation. 

 

Respectively submitted by, 

Barbara Duryea 

mailto:office@northpres.church
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Mission and Outreach Committee 

 

Committee Members: Annie LeFevre (Chair), Glenda Solowiej, Pam Caroscio, Cindy Kalweit 

 

The Mission committee recommended that the Session approve five special offerings of the 

PCUSA for 2020; One Great Hour of Sharing, Church World Service Blanket Sunday (we did 

not participate due to COVID-19 restrictions on in-person worship), Pentecost, Peace and Global 

Witness and Christmas Joy. The congregation showed their support of these missions through 

their generous giving. 

 

The Mission and Outreach committee continues to support the NPC Food Pantry with a monthly 

contribution of $1,000. 

 

The Mission and Outreach committee continued the support of the work of Renovation House, a 

Christ-centered, residential discipleship training program for men and women struggling with 

addiction and other life-controlling issues, located in Spencer, NY. They have created a 

successful, Christ-centered alternative to rehab through a residential, 12-month discipleship 

training program where men, who want to, can come, encounter God and be set free. They 

share their success with us through a monthly newsletter. Look for these updates in the North 

Star. 

 

The Mission and Outreach committee continued its commitment to Border Buddies Ministries 

through the School Sponsored Children Program. NPC has sponsored Diego Garcia for many 

years. Look for updates on his progress in the North Star. Many in the NPC family have also 

sponsored children through the Border Buddies Ministries and a scrapbook has been created  

featuring all of these precious children. All can look at the scrapbook and enjoy the children’s  

growth as time goes on. The COVID-19 pandemic coupled with severe flooding, caused by two 
hurricanes that swept across Honduras, have devastated many communities and caused financial  

strain for the ministry. Some children have lost their sponsorships and are struggling to keep up  

with their schooling, due the lack of proper equipment needed for “virtual” learning. The committee  

will be considering additional ways to support this ministry in 2021. 

 

Additionally, many members of NPC support two local community outreach programs sponsored 

by the Mission and Outreach Committee, the Southern Tier Pregnancy Resource Center Baby 

Bottle fundraiser and the non-perishable food collection/donation box in front of the NPC 

driveway. 

 

Thanks to all who have donated time, talent and money in serving Christ by serving others. 

Special thanks to Phil Carpentier and Annette Stevens for their generosity and giving of their 

time and effort, over the years, on behalf of the Mission and Outreach Committee. They will be 

missed but, we want to say, “Thank you for a job well done.” 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Annie LeFevre, Chair 
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Nominating Committee Report for 2020 Annual Report  

 

Nominating Committee members, 

Thank you so much for your commitment of time and energy as we worked through the nominating 

process this fall. Here is the final list for positions that we filled for 2021.  

 

 Worship and Music, Tim Allison  

 Buildings and Grounds, Steve Allison  

 Christian Education, Suzie Hoskins  

 Deacons, George Batrowny  

 Communications, Barb Duryea  

 Clerk of Session, Cindy Kalweit NPC  

 Commissioner to Geneva Presbytery, Annie Lefevre  

 Treasurer, Pat Richards  

 

I truly believe we are at a special time in the life of North Presbyterian Church. With all of the positions 

filled, we will take a break until early next year, when we will begin work on updating the committee job 

descriptions. 

 

Thank you again, 

 

Jeff Richards  

Nominating Committee Chair  
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Personal Needs Committee 

 
 

People can request help once every six months during a calendar year. 

The maximum dollar amount they can receive per request $25.00. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Becky Kowulich 

NEED AMOUNT GIVEN 

Buy diabetic food $25.00 

Groceries $25.00 

Christmas dinner $25.00 

Staff Relations Committee 

 

2020 has been another year of change for North Presbyterian Church, full of excited hellos and sad 

goodbyes. We not only saw changes in staff, but also changes in how they did their jobs through this 

pandemic.  

We welcomed our new Pastor/Head of Staff, Rev. Evan Hansen and his family, Kate, Eliana and David. 

We look forward with excitement to his ministry and leadership amongst and alongside us.  

With the blessing of a permanent pastor, we had to say goodbye to our temporary pastor, Rev. Jim Hicks. 

He was a healing balm in a challenging season. 

Our Office Administrator, Kim Townson, left to pursue new adventures. We so appreciated all she did to 

keep the congregation informed and included as we navigated how to “do church” during a pandemic. 

We welcomed our new Office Administrator, Gretchen Duffy. She has picked up the baton to keep 

communication flowing, the church running smoothly and  being the face of North Church to the people 

who come to the door. 

It is with tremendous sadness, that we mourn the death of Barb Mosher. She was not only a talented 

musician, but a beloved member of our church family. We have been very blessed by her years of 

dedication and friendship. Her playing worshiped God and articulated to Him what our hearts could not put 

in words. 

We would like to thank Evan, Jim, Paul, Deb, Kim, Gretchen and Barb for their ingenuity, adaptability and 

leadership through this past year! 

 

Respectfully Submitted: 

Wendy Swatling, Chair 

Bobbi Furnas 

Janice Williams  

Joel Robinson  
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Music and Worship Committee 

 

This past year has been a year of challenges for many of us at NPC, including the Worship & 

Music Committee. At the same time, 2020 was also a year in which we, as a committee and a 

congregation, were able to meet these challenges by calling upon the talents of people inside of and 

outside of our committee to make worship possible at NPC, during a global pandemic.  

Without the intrepid assistance of our tech booth, comprised of Steve Allison, Bill Furnas, and Ed 

Wilson, we would have had a much more difficult time worshipping as a community. They worked to 

install a low wattage AM transmitter on our church building so that we could gather together in our cars in 

our parking and listen over the radio for worship. They learned and taught us about Zoom so that we could 

worship together from our homes. They also worked with Pastor Jim Hicks, Pastor Cynthia Huling 

Hummel, and Pastor Evan Hansen, our Director of Music, Paul Holland, and our organist, Barb Mosher, 

our office assistants, Kim Townson and Gretchen Duffy, and others to make sure that we could read the 

song lyrics, hear the music being played, and hear the speakers’ voices.  

With the move to worshiping over Zoom, we have had to update our practices and licenses so that 

we could continue to worship with music and singing. To comply with copyright laws, we had to purchase 

additional licenses for our music. These additional licenses have increased our licensing costs by a few 

hundred dollars and our new practices have increased the amount of time our pastor and our worship team 

have to spend looking up music for each worship service. However, with the minimum fine for violating 

copyright laws being $500 for each violation, we believe that the additional time and costs are worthwhile 

investments in our community, since they allow us to continue to incorporate music into our worship 

services.  

We want to thank our Director of Music, Paul Holland, for all the work that he has put in this year. 

Paul worked hard behind the scenes all year and on each Sunday to bring us music in each service. We 

also want to extend our gratitude to our organist and friend, Barb Mosher. Barb was a consummate 

musician and professional who served our congregation as a musician, a member, and as a beloved friend 

for over 26 years, before her untimely death on December 3, 2020. Throughout the last year, she worked 

hard to bring us music for our worship services. We go into this new year with heavy hearts, faced with 

the task of finding a new organist.  

As we go into this new year, we take heart that despite a global pandemic, we have been able to 

continue to worship together as a community whether it was and is in our parking lot, via Zoom or even in 

person, in August and September.  In addition to Sunday worship, we hosted the Presbytery of Geneva for 

Pastor Evan’s Ordination and Installation Service on Saturday, August 8; we continued our tradition of 

Wednesday Lent and Advent services; and, we were able to have two Christmas Eve services. We could 

not have done any of this without the support of our staff, our pastors, and our congregation. Thank you 

for all of your support throughout this past year and as we go into 2021. 

 

Respectfully submitted by the Worship and Music Committee: 

(In alphabetical order): Tim Allison, Pam Caroscio, Pastor Evan Hansen (ex officio), Paul Holland (ex 

officio), Becky Kowulich, Jim Mosher, Barb Mosher (ex officio), Ann Motley, and Linda Palmer.  
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One Hundred and Twenty-fifth Annual Meeting  

of the Congregation  

of the  

North Presbyterian Church  

January 26, 2020 

 

Rev. James Hicks called the meeting to order at 11:30 a.m. and opened the meeting with prayer.  

The Clerk determined that a quorum of the membership was present. 

The agenda was approved as amended on the motion by Jeff Richards, seconded by Ed Wilson.  Motion 

carried.  

Motion to waive the reading of the minutes of the 124th Annual meeting (approved by Session on 

February 18, 2019) made by Joel Robinson, seconded by Annie LeFevre.  Motion carried.  

Celebration of our ministry together in 2019:   Pastor  Hicks asked people to share specific 

ministries, events, or celebrations from 2019 that they are thankful for and/or what they are looking 

forward to in the year to come.   

We are thankful for:     

 Leadership of Pastor Hicks 

 Food Pantry and Pantry Patch – overwhelming support and dedication of food/money/time from the 

congregation 

 Buildings and Grounds Committee, and all those who work in the Tech. Booth 

 A successful Stewardship campaign 

 Sunday school – children and adult 

 Wee Worship program 

 For Bob Russell and all of his hard work on the crèche, handmade wooden crosses and for fixing the 

podium 

 Children’s Choir – Thanks for Suzie Hoskins’ leadership 

 All Choirs 

 Fellowship Dinners 

 Wonderful place to worship 
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We look forward to: 

 More children 

 New members 

 New Pastor 

 New ministry opportunities 

 

At this time, Pastor Hicks formally announced his resignation as Temporary Pastor/Supply Pastor for NPC, 

stating the difficulties and stress of balancing his duties as a pastor and his duties as a head of family.  It has 

been difficult to be separated from his home and family.  The congregation (sadly) received Pastor Hicks 

resignation.  Pastor Hicks’ last day with NPC will be February 26, 2020.  His letter of resignation was 

submitted to the Clerk of Session.   

 

Annual Committee Reports:  Written repor ts were included in the 2019 Annual Repor t.  Members of 

the Congregation were encouraged to read the reports and ask questions.  No questions were asked. 

This time of celebration concluded by the singing of the Doxology.  

Pastor Nominating Committee:  Joel Robinson (Chair ) repor ted that the PNC continues to meet 

weekly.  They are in the process of reviewing Pastor Information Forms (P.I.F.’s) and he expects that by the 

end the committee will have reviewed about 100.  To date, three phone interviews have been held.  The 

committee will be reaching out to a few more in the weeks to come.   

Presentation of the 2020 Budget:  NPC Treasurer , Pat Richards, presented the 2020 Budget as 

approved by the Session on November 18, 2019. Contribution income has been set at $128,812.  The 2020 

budget will utilize $135,665 of the Endowment to meet operating expenses.  Staff will be receiving Cost of 

Living Adjustment (COLA) raises in 2020.   

Motion to receive the 2020 budget as presented was made by Cheryl Allison, seconded by Pam Caroscio.  

Motion carried. 

Election of Elders and Congregational Nominating Committee (members at large):   Elder  J eff 

Richards presented the following slate of Elders and members at large for the Congregational Nominating 

Committee as recommended by the Nominating Committee: 

Session Class of 2023: 

Linda Palmer – Finance Committee 

There were no nominations from the floor. 
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Congregational Nominating Committee (members at large): 

Anne Beattie, Pam Caroscio, Glenda Solowiej 

There were no nominations from the floor.   

Motion made by Pat Richards to close the nominations and to approve the slate as presented in one motion.  

Second by Ruth Lord.  Motion carried.  

Elder Jeff Richards noted that two Session positions (Chair of Deacons and Chair of Worship and Music), as 

well as two at-large positions for the Nominating Committee, still need to be filled.  He asks that everyone 

prayerfully consider serving in any one of these positions.   

Motion to allow Session to approve the minutes of the Annual Meeting at the February 17, 2020 Stated 

Session meeting made by Joel Robinson, seconded by Linda Robinson.  Motion carried.   

A moment of silence was observed for members (and friends of NPC) deceased since the last annual meeting: 

Lynda Carpentier (Elder), Doris Ernest, Wanda Stebbins, Fred Miller 

In praise and thanksgiving, the congregation sang verses 1 & 3 of the hymn “For All the Saints”. 

Motion to adjourn made by Jeff Richards, seconded by Stephen Allison.  Motion carried. 

The meeting was closed in prayer by Rev. Hicks.   Meeting adjourned at 11:55  a.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Cynthia G. Kalweit, Clerk of Session 
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LOVE 
bears all things, 

believes all things, 
hopes all things, 

endures all things. 
-1 Corinthians 13:7 

  


