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Dear Friends, 

 

St. Teresa of Avila said these words, “Let nothing disturb you.  Let nothing make you afraid.  All things are passing.  

God alone never changes.  Patience gains all things.  If you have God, you will want for nothing.  God alone suffices.” 

 

An article in the November/December 2018 issue of Presbyterians Today addresses teaching the principles of stewardship 

to children. It quotes Ellen Sabin’s book, “The Giving Book: Open the Door to a Lifetime of Giving,” with questions to 

help begin conversations about money: 

 

“Who shared with you? What did they share? Who taught you something? What did they teach? Who showed you love? 

How did they show love? Who made you happy? How did they make you happy? What can you share and teach? To 

whom can you show love, and who can you make happy today?” 

 

While these questions are posed to children, they can easily work for us today as we prepare for Stewardship Sunday on 

November 29th. Reflect on these questions. During November, Session members will update you on the goals their 

committees have for 2021. Sometimes the budget and money and ministry all blur together and become as difficult to 

understand as how a cloud works (a storage cloud, not a rain cloud)!  We think it will be helpful for you to know what 

NPC does with your tithes and offerings. We want you to have confidence and trust in the leadership team. 

 

We have the most generous congregation – hearts bursting to help whenever there is a need. Look at what you 

accomplished for the kitchen. Look at how you helped the Campbell family. When you know the need, you do not hesitate 

to act. There are many items in the 2021 budget being finalized. Each one may not be as exciting as a new stove but is just 

as important to the life of the church. 

 

Thanksgiving brings a time of reflection, an acknowledgement of our Lord and all His blessings. We are some of the most 

blessed people on this planet no matter how little we think we have. Like the poor widow, God knows the spirit with 

which we give our gifts…not begrudgingly, but with joy and thanksgiving as we go to our knees worshiping our Father in 

Heaven.  

 

We ask that you first and foremost pray. Ask God to show you what to pledge. Listen to the Holy Spirit and act. This is a 

commitment between the two of you. NPC holds your pledge in strictest confidence. It is not a promise to us – it is a 

promise to God - an act of trust in Him! You can trust this church to use your gifts wisely as directed by that same Holy 

Spirit.  

 

There will be a special time for receiving your pledge commitment during the worship service on November 29th whether 

we are in our cars or in the sanctuary. You may, however, place the same in a sealed envelope and mail it to the church or 

place it in the collection basket any time before the 29th. We are thankful for your overflowing generosity to help a world 

in need! 

 

As St. Teresa said, “If you have God, you will want for nothing. God alone suffices.” Blessings and peace to you and 

yours during this season of gratitude, 

 

NPC Finance Committee 
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