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November, 2020
A Letter from Pastor Hansen
Someone recently asked me why Christians gather together to worship. The answer is that
there is no such thing as private Christianity. To be a Christian is to be part of a public faith
community – and it has been from the very beginning. The earliest believers were Jews who saw
their belief in Jesus Christ to be part of their Jewish faith and heritage. In Acts 2:42-47, we see the
earliest glimpse of what it meant to proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord. The earliest believers gathered
together and held “all things in common[.]” “[T]hey would sell their possessions and goods and
distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need. […] [They spent much time together in the temple,
they broke bread at home, and ate their food with glad and generous hearts, praising God and
having the goodwill of all the people.” Acts 2:44-47.
There is also no such thing as private Christianity because we do not worship a private God.
God is not a solitary God, but a God who embodies community in the Trinity of Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit. One way to describe the Trinity is as a circular dance in which the Father, the Son, and
Holy Spirit are constantly in movement and move in and through each other with “each living with
and for the others in mutual openness, self-giving love, and support; each free not from but for
others.” To say that we are made in the image of God is to say that we are made in the image of the
Triune God. We are made to be open with each other, to give to each other in love, and to support
each other in that love and openness and to be free for the other. The image of God is be
community and in relationship with God and with each other through God.
In this time of COVID with distance worshipping and virtual worship services, it may seem
like the body of Christ is being severed and we are being cut-off from each other. After joyously
coming back together in August for regular in-person worship, we have gone back to live streaming
worship over 1700 AM and ZOOM due to the rise of COVID in our communities. However, as
disappointing as this may be, we cannot allow our desire to be together in-person to define us as a
congregation and people of faith. When we worship together virtually we are still worshiping
together as the body of Christ. When we celebrate the Lord’s Supper together virtually, the bread
and the cup are still the body and blood of our Lord and Savior and remain the physical signs and
seal of God’s grace. When we pray together, we are united with the whole cloud of witnesses in our
prayers.
I encourage each of you to reach out to each other – write cards, send text messages, type
out e-mails, put a letter in the mail, or simply call. I also encourage you all to pray for each other.
Pray for those you know and those you do not know well. Pray for those people in our community
that you love dearly and pray for those with whom you may have a difficult relationship. When we
call, text, write, and pray for each other, we strengthen our community and we increase our
commitment to each other; and, we declare to each other that we are not alone. Friends, even in
this time of social distancing and isolation, we are not alone. We remain a community of faith that
is bound together by the Holy Spirit and our faith in our Lord Jesus Christ. Remember, nothing can
separate us from love of God in Jesus Christ – not even a global pandemic.
Warmly in Christ,
Pastor Evan
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Gretchen Duffy comes to us as the new Church Administrator. She has 20 years
of experience working for Buffalo Hospital Supply as a Medicare Part B
Compliance Representative and Implementation Specialist. She has worked for
the last 3 years at F M Howell & Co. as an Inventory Control Specialist and
Customer Service Representative. Gretchen is excited to combine her
professional experience to assist in her role at North Presbyterian Church. She is
the happily married mother of 2 adult children and 1 adult stepdaughter and
grandmother of 4. She encourages you to stop by and introduce yourself any
Monday - Friday between 9 AM and 2 PM.

This Photo by Unknown Author is

Regrettably, the session has accepted the resignation of Kim Townson as Office Administrator.
North Pres would like to thank Kim for all she has done for us in the last 16 months.
There were so many changes and hurdles and she jumped them all with grace and agility!
We thank her for her flexibility, ingenuity, professionalism and her warm heart.
She was the bright smile that welcomed members and visitors alike.
She will be missed. But we wish her the best for her and her family as she moves on to new adventures.

Dear NPC Family,
Before my exit from NPC Staff on 11/6, I wanted to express my sincere gratitude for our time
together. As Office Admin I came to know many of you in unexpected ways and am grateful for the
memories and how well they will serve me going forward. There are members of this congregation that
routinely went out of their way to make sure I was included or cared for and as a result I always felt
appreciated. Both at my entrance and at my exit and every point in between, Wendy and the Staff
Relations Committee have been kind and patient. Working with Pastor Hicks was a true heart experience
and Pastor Hansen has brought a new spark of life to the church that is exciting in its possibilities. Deb
loves our NPC kids like crazy and is an amazingly hard worker behind the scenes. Paul and Barb joyfully
bring an incredible love and well-spring of music knowledge to the congregation, and Gretchen, the new
Office Admin, is kind and smart, and will take care of the NPC family well. Covid brought a world of
uncertainty but we seem to be figuring it out and taking care of one another. I am confident that all is
well here as I move out to new adventures.
Thank you again for the learning, the growth and the memories. Thank you, too, for the lovely
goodbye gift. This church now permanently holds a little slice of my heart. I wish you all nothing but the
best. Stay safe.
With love and gratitude,
Kim Townson
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Please note that the
church office will be
closed on Thursday,
November 26th and
Friday, November 27th for
the Thanksgiving holiday.

November 1:
Jim Bottcher
St. Joseph’s Nursing Home
Room 521 A
555 St. Joseph’s Blvd
Elmira, NY 14901

November 1:
Jim & Linda Palmer

November 8:
Gary Doolittle
Bath VA Medical Center
76 Veterans Avenue
Bath, NY 14810

November 8:
Christopher & Karen Paul

November 15:
Liz Bush
37442 Loganberry Court
Zephyrhills, FL 33542

November 15:
Hadleigh , Peyton Rose and Sarah Perry
November 22:
Jeffrey Perry

November 22:
Betty Carney
74 Smith Rd
Millport, NY 14864

November 29
Jeff & Pat Richards

November 29
Mrgaret Carney
49 Colonial Drive
Horseheads, NY
14845

Jesus tells us
to pray without ceasing
for the good of God's people.
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Send a
Card
Today!

Children & Youth
Children and Youth Ministry November 2020
Doesn’t seem possible that it is already November. We are preparing for the Harvest dinner
which will be takeout only or delivery. This will certainly be a new experience for all of us but we
are willing to adjust to the current situation so that we can continue with some of the traditions we
are famous for. We have already started registration for the Pantry Christmas stocking giveaway
and this will continue until November 14th. We had over a one hundred children signed up last year
and I’m hoping many of our pantry families’ sign up for the Christmas stockings again this year.
Plans are also underway for our annual Christmas play which we would like to dedicate to our beloved Larry Campbell who was our narrator when we first put this play on three years ago. Getting
all of the children together has been a difficult situation as we go from inside to outside for services. When Sunday school began we had plans in place and everyone was wonderful about following all the rules so let’s hope we will be able to start up again in the near future. I can’t thank
the Christian Education committee and Pastor Evan enough for all their support in these crazy
times. We are looking toward the future and realize things will not be the same but hopefully with
time it will have a feeling of normalcy about it. Please wear your masks, wash your hands and be
sure to social distance so we can all remain safe and healthy and be able to worship together again
soon.
Blessing in Christ,
Deb Stamp
Director of Children and Youth Ministry
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Did you know that, until further notice, there will not be worship service in the sanctuary?
As we are now in the Orange Zone, we will be meeting Via Zoom conference call or in the parking
lot. Each week, indefinitely, we will continue to provide an email to the congregation that includes a
Zoom link for anyone that wishes, to participate in worship with NPC remotely. If you are not comfortable with Zoom, you can still come to the parking lot and listen to the service on the 1700AM radio station. This being the case we wanted to provide everyone again with a handy guide to safe social distancing practices for Sunday worship services in the NPC parking lot. Please review the information below and if you have any questions please feel free to reach out to the church office or any
member of Session. Remember, we are all in this together!

Parking Lot Worship:


Cars will park at least six feet apart.

Please use only the North Entrance (towards Roe Ave.) We will have someone guiding your parking.


All congregants will remain in their cars for the entirety of the service.



Windows will remain no more than half open and doors will remain closed.

Please tune your radio to the frequency we will post on the pillars.


Parishioners will not sit in the beds of pickup trucks.



A box or basket will be provided for parishioners to deposit their tithes and offerings without engaging in social contact or leaving their vehicle.

Someone will have a basket available to you as you exit. Please have your mask on if you roll down your
window.


At the conclusion of the services, parishioners will exit as they came.

You will be guided when to pull out.
Due to car spacing requirements, we will need to limit the number of cars in the parking lot. Please understand if you are turned away. If the lot is full, please know that you can still pick up the radio signal from the
surrounding neighborhood streets.
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Committee/Coordinator

November Food Pantry
Shopping List:
The following items are
needed this month for the
Pantry:


Boxed Stuffing Mix



Chicken Noodle Soup



Pork and Beans



Monetary
donations are
also welcome.

Email Address

Audit

audit@northpres.church

Buildings & Grounds

campus@northpres.church

Building Use

building_use@northpres.church

Clerk of Session

session@northpres.church

Deacons

deacons@northpres.church

Education

education@northpres.church

Fellowship

fellowship@northpres.church

Finance

finance@northpres.church

Mission & Outreach

misson_outreach@northpres.church

Nominating

nominating@northpres.church

Staff Relations

staff_relations@northpres.church

Tech & Communications

tech_com@northpres.church

Treasurer

Financial_sec@northpres.church

Worship & Music

worship@northpres.church

Staff

Email Address

Church Administrator

office@northpres.church

Director of Youth Ministries

youth@northpres.church

Music Director

music@northpres.church

Organist

organist@northpres.church

Pastor

pastor@northpres.church

Did you know that the home page of our church website always has scrolling
updates and announcements! It sure does!
Check out the website to always be up to date with what’s going on at NPC!
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Donations for the
“Christmas Stocking” giveaway needed:

Important Reminders:

Items for ages 0 - 12 years old
 Hats and Gloves
 Socks
 Brush and Combs
 Hand Sanitizer
 Pencils, Pens, Markers
 Books
 Toys
 Hair Ties, Barrettes, Bows
 Matchbox Cars
Basically any age-appropriate items
that will fit in a stocking.
THANK YOU!

Sunday, November 22nd
after worship service.



The church office needs your updated
contact information please!



Social distancing and masks are required when in the NPC church building including during worship service.



If you should begin experiencing any
symptoms of illness after worshipping
with us in the sanctuary or attending a
NPC meeting, please notify the
church office immediately so we can
being notifying others.



If you are traveling to any state on the
NY Governor’s travel restriction list,
we respectfully request that you quarantine for two weeks before returning
to worship or church gatherings.



If you need to contact the church office for any reason, please feel free to
email office@northpres.church or
contact the church office M-F from
9am to 2:30pm. Any messages will be
retuned within one business day or
sooner.

We would like to remind everyone that they
are welcome to attend Session Meetings.
If you are interested in attending one, please
contact the church office.

Join us!
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I would like to thank everyone who contributed to the Kitchen Campaign this past spring.
As most of you are aware, the new stove was delivered first and then 110 new comfortable
chairs. The cupboards, with the help of Jeff Richards, were designed and then delivered in
the summer. But before it could happen, the old cupboards had to be emptied. I don’t think
these cupboards had been totally emptied in 50 years! The treasures we found......All
dishes have been counted and the numbers recorded in a journal which is stored in the
kitchen. That was also an interesting undertaking. At this point I had to go on the injured
reserve list after having a shoulder replacement. I wasn't much help for a few months. So,
Jeff and Pat took over. The “top” of the old cupboards was painted to match the new
cupboards. And when the new cupboards arrived, Mike Stamp and Jim Casselberry helped
remove the old cupboards with Jeff. Of course, when the new cupboards arrived there was
a damaged box! But Jeff got the company moving on a replacement was ordered. And Jeff,
being Jeff, was able to repair the damaged cabinet and it is being used for free. While that
was going on, Pat was sanding, priming, and painting the two old cabinets on the opposite
sides of the stove. Can you imagine sanding all 50 years of grease off the cabinets?
I cannot! Those two cabinets look new!
When I came off the injured list, I worked on putting items in the cabinets. Trying to
organize the kitchen, with the help with of Barb Duryea, was another large job. I hope
everyone will have a chance to go through the kitchen and realize the elbow work it has
taken. I know we will all enjoy this kitchen when we can again share a meal. Jeff, Pat, and
I look forward to the time when these new additions can be used for your enjoyment.
Thank all again for your support
Ann Motley
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Estefani Quinonez, seen here with her mom
in 2010, was just going into the 8th grade. She
was already a part of our One Child
Sponsorship program for four years. I wonder
if we had asked her at this time could she see
herself one day graduating from a private
University? She may have said, “Yes,” or she
may have said, “Probably from the
government college, closer to the age of 30,” because it takes a long time to get
through all the classes. Estefani grew up in the Barrio Rincon where we
conducted much our ministry. Estefani’s story comes from hard times. Her mom
has a 3rd grade education and worked sanding furniture. She was later let go
from this job because of the 2008 economic crash. Currently in 2020 she still has
not been able to find work because of the lack of education. Estefani has an
older brother who studied and works to support the family. Her dad was never
present in her life because he was a drug dealer, alcoholic, and womanizer. He
never helped the family financially and eventually died while she was in 7th
grade. So, what happened to Estefani? From the 4th grade up to the 12th grade
she kept her mind focused into her studies. She maintained a 99% average all
those years and never wavered. She laughed on the day of her graduation
saying, “I should have graduated with a 100% but one teacher said to me no one
is perfect.” This did not deter her from striving. We have watched this young lady
grow up and mature to a woman whose focus is to get her family out of the
poverty she lives in.
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Estefani lives in a wooden home that is 20’x12’. A very small home with a
bathroom outside. She has dirt floors and grew up with secondhand clothing
much of her life. We enrolled Estefani into a private University called UNITEC. This
school promised her and us that if she maintained a high average that they can
guarantee her a job after graduation. Boy did she maintain a very high average of
96%!! Estefani is graduating this October 30th with a Bachelors Degree in
Business. Oh, by the way she is Valedictorian. By the way nothing!! This is huge!
We are so proud of her and of all her accomplishments. I wonder now what she
would say to that young lady entering 7th grade? This is our first College graduate
from our Ministry. We walked with her for 14 years!! We want to thank all her
sponsors. Her ambition now is to work for a bank and grow with the bank to a
higher position. See Graduation Photo below:

Let us watch and see in the next few years to see where Estefani is. We are so
proud of her. It shows that through this sponsorship program young women
and men can achieve their goals with just a little help and sacrifice. May the
Lord continue to walk with her and bless her in all that Estefani does. God bless
all of you for supporting this ministry so we can help children to stay out of
gangs, out of drugs, and from teenage pregnancies to a life honoring God by
reaching their potential!!
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During the month of November, we are going to learn about the life of North Church. Each of the church’s
Session members will be taking a moment to update us on their work and goals for 2021 emphasizing their
role as it relates to the NPC mission statement.
November is Stewardship Month; later this month the church will receive your pledge for the coming year.
The New Oxford American Dictionary defines stewardship as “the job of supervising or taking care of
something, such as an organization or property.” Collectively and individually, as members of the PCUSA,
we are stewards of the organization known as the Presbyterian Church USA and its property, specifically to
us - 921 College Avenue. Most importantly, our role as stewards places us in the position of caring for
God’s people and creation.
You have worked hard for what you have. God has entrusted you to use your resources wisely for His
people and world. The Session of NPC wants to acknowledge its responsibility to do the same with the
tithes and offerings you give to the church.
As beloved sons and daughters of God, we know we are loved unconditionally. All we have is from our
Father, and our job is to share that love with the world – to let everyone know they, too, are His beloved
children. Everything we have is from Him, and we need to step out in faith and trust God’s promises to us.
As a Session, we pray we have earned your trust to use your offerings to the glory of God. Our Father
knows that by working together we can do marvelous things for His people…together – it is how we are
designed!
“Making Disciples – Making a Difference” – Please join us in this exciting time to minister and care for
God’s children and creation. We have a wonderful Pastor and a dedicated staff, but we need YOU! Each of
us has a unique role in God’s kingdom. Please pray; ask God to show you yours. Jesus will work through
you, and the Holy Spirit will guide you. Be bold! Surrender your life to God. God is good – all the time –
trust and believe in Him!
Psalm 13:5-6 “But I trust in your unfailing love; my heart rejoices in your salvation.
I will sing to the Lord for he has been good to me.”
Isaiah 26:3-4 “You will keep in perfect peace him whose mind is steadfast, because he trusts in you.
Trust in the Lord forever, for the Lord, the Lord, is the Rock eternal.”
Ephesians 2:10 “For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works,
which God prepared in advance for us to do.”
Philippians 4:13 “I can do everything through him who gives me strength.”
1 Peter 4:9-10 “But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God,
that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light.
Once you were not a people, but now you are the people of God;
once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.”
1 John 3:16-18 “This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us.
And we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers. If anyone has material possessions
and sees his brother in need but has not pity on him, how can the love God be in him?
Dear children, let us not love with words or tongue but with actions and in truth.”
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Session Summary
November 18, 2020
Session Summary
6:00 p.m., Sunday, October 18, 2020 (Meeting held via ZOOM)
Rev. Hansen determined that a quorum was present and called the meeting to order. The Moderator read a passage
from “God, Improv, and the Art of Living” by MaryAnn McKibben Dana and opened the meeting in prayer.
Session reviewed and approved the minutes of the September 20, 2020 stated Session meeting and the minutes of
the October 2, 2020 special Session meeting.
The Treasurer reviewed the Financial Statements including the Profit and Loss Budget Performance for September
and the Account Activity Summary for the Endowment Fund. Pledge income received for September totaled
$8,170. The Endowment Fund had a market value loss of $42,565 for September but the market change year-todate is still positive ($95,097). The Session received the report (with thanks) including monthly and year-to-date
financial statements as presented.
The Treasurer reviewed the tentative 2021 NPC budget. The budget will be finalized in December after the 2021
Stewardship campaign.
Rev. Hansen reported that the he performed the funeral service for Larry Campbell in the NPC Sanctuary on October 10, 2020. Due to the uptick in COVID-19 cases in the area he is currently only doing “visitation” by phone.
On Tuesday mornings he has been meeting with a group of Pastor’s from the Presbytery of Geneva. He has also
been reaching out to various Pastor’s in the area.

Annie LeFevre provided a report from the September 22, 2020 meeting of the Presbytery. On the recommendation
of the Administrative Commission Lake Street Presbyterian Church will be dissolved and will re-form as a nonReformed congregation and merge with Southside Alliance Church. Lake Street and the Presbytery agreed that the
new merged congregation will pay the Presbytery $1 for the building; $1,000 for each year Lake Street was a
member in the Presbytery for a total of $159,000 from its endowment “If the way be clear” the last service for
Lake Street Presbyterian Church will be held on October 25, 2020.
Session extended the restriction on in-person worship through November 15, 2020. Worship will be broadcast
from the sanctuary via ZOOM and on the radio at 1700 AM for those who wish to participate from the parking lot.
Session will reconsider in-person worship at the November 15, 2020 stated Session meeting.
Wendy Swatling reported that the Church Administrator has tendered her resignation. Her last day in the office
will be Friday, November 6, 2020. Staff Relations has conducted interviews and hopes to fill the position by Monday, October 19, 2020. This will allow for three weeks of on-the-job training with the current Church Administrator.
Jeff Richards reported that the Nominating Committee was successful in filling all open Session positions.
Ann Motley reported that a Halloween party will be held on Saturday, October 31, 2020 from 6:00-8:00 p.m. Children and youth may invite a friend. The Harvest Dinner will be held on Saturday, Nov 7, 4:00-6:00 p.m. $10 each
of $35 for 4. Call ahead for large orders. Take-out and delivery only. The Christmas stocking giveaway will be
coordinated with the Food Pantry again this year. Donations for both the Harvest Dinner and the Stocking Giveaway are being accepted.
The meeting adjourned in prayer at 7:38 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Cindy Kalweit, Clerk of Session
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North Presbyterian Church
Special Meeting of Session
October 2, 2020
Minutes of a special Session meeting on Friday, October 2, 2020 at 1:00 pm via Zoom held at the request of
two or more Session members relative to the increased number of COVID-19 cases in the community and the
possible impact of those numbers to the health and safety of attendees at worship services held in the
sanctuary of North Presbyterian Church (NPC).

Present: Pastor Evan Hansen, Moderator, Bill Furnas, Ann Motley, Linda Palmer, Jeff Richards, Wendy
Swatling
Excused: Barbara Duryea, Eva “Ann” LeFevre, Cindy Kalweit, Clerk of Session
Linda Palmer was designated the Clerk pro tempore, she determined there was a quorum, and the Pastor
opened the special meeting with prayer.
Motion was made by Furnas, seconded by Richards, and unanimously carried, to suspend worship services in
the sanctuary on October 4th, 11th, and 18th, and to instead broadcast those services to the parking lot and
through Zoom. The worship team, including but not limited to, the Pastor, organist, music director, and
technical staff may utilize the facilities of NPC including the sanctuary, technical booth, and/or the portico as
needed for the broadcast of the worship services. The resumption of in-sanctuary worship services to be
determined at the October 18th Session meeting. The elements for World Communion Sunday will be
distributed along with bulletins to those attending the parking lot service on October 4th. Bulletins will also
be distributed as a pdf to those on the email distribution list along with the Zoom invitation to NPC members
and friends. Bulletin distribution will continue with future services.
At this time, Session is not closing the NPC building. Each group utilizing the premises has a plan in place
for dealing with possible exposures or events that limit meeting. The Chemung County Health Department
(CCHD) and other official bodies have not issued prohibitions to meetings or gatherings, but the CCHD has
issued a suggestion to avoid the same if possible. Statistically, there is a current 16 percent chance that one
person in a group of ten at a meeting has the virus, but that percentage increases to 59 percent in a group of
fifty.
The meeting was adjourned with prayer at 1:30 pm.
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

1

2

3

9:30: Worship &

11:00 Deacon’s meeting

4:00 Christian Ed meeting 9:30 Finance meeting

Communion

8

4 Bulletin Info Due

10:00 Food Pantry

9

9:30: Worship Service

Thursday

Friday

5

6

12:00: Red Cross Blood

10:00: Food Pantry

Drive

11 Bulletin Info Due

12

13

7:00 Buildings and

10:00: Food Pantry

11:00 Deacons meeting

10:00: Food Pantry

5:00 Worship & Music

7

5:15: AA Meeting

10

Grounds meeting

Saturday

14

5:15: AA Meeting

meeting

15

16

17

9:30: Worship Service
6:00 Board of Session

18 Bulletin Info Due

19

20

10:00: Food Pantry

10:00: Food Pantry

5:15 Worship & Music

5:15: AA Meeting

21

Meeting
6:15 Bell Choir Practice
22

23

9:30: Worship
Hanging of the Greens

29

24

25 Bulletin Info Due

26 Thanksgiving Day

27 Church office closed

10:00: Food Pantry

Church office closed

10:00: Food Pantry

6:15 Bell Choir Practice

30

9:30: Worship Service
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5:15: AA Meeting

28

