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In Loving Memory 

North Presbyterian Church Members: 

Dr. Donald L. Brooks, Jr.* 

Marilyn Howe* 

Ronald E. Varnum* 

Elizabeth “Tish” Wilson* 

Raymond F. Wilson* 

Friends of North Presbyterian Church: 

Donald Case 

Robert Mosteller 

 

* Ruling Elder 
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Pastor’s Report 
 
June 1, 2016 was a big day for our church, and for me.  On the day I began my ministry at North 
Presbyterian, you ended one part of your journey and began another – and so did I.   
 
Your journey brought you through fire and reconstruction; through conflict and division and the departure 
of valued friends and dear family members; through the excellent leadership of two different transitional 
pastors; and now the arrival of an installed pastor – one who hopes and plans to be here for a good long 
while.   
 
My journey brought me through the end of a 13-year pastorate in Pennsylvania; many months of 
uncertainty and hope during a long search for a new call; and a surprise phone call from North 
Presbyterian, a church with whom I have a long and fond acquaintance.  My journey brought me to a new 
home in Elmira, the first time in my life I have ever moved to a new place alone.   
 
And now friends, our paths converge, and we step forward together.  I thank you for inviting me here, and 
choosing me to be your pastor.  Thank you for welcoming me with open arms and cheerful hearts; for 
working with me as I “learn the ropes” of how we do things here; for bearing with me during the 
inevitable changes that a new pastorate brings; for forgiving me when I’ve made mistakes, and working 
with me to fix them; and for working with me as we seek answers and solutions to everything from a leaky 
roof to planning our church’s future.   
 
Believe it or not, I thank God for the difficult times you have been through, and I have been through.  We 
learned about ourselves; we learned that our best answers are always found in compassion for others; 
and we learned the most important lesson of all:  that in good times, in bad times, and in all the times in 
between, God always and graciously gives us exactly what we need for our journey.  I hope and pray that 
you are as blessed by my ministry here, as I am blessed by being your pastor.   
 
In 2017, your Session and Pastor will lead us in addressing all kinds of questions and issues – some old and 
some new.  You have already laid much of the groundwork for planning our long-term mission as a church.  
That work and those conversations will continue, and we will work together in discerning where God 
wants us to go next in our journey together.   
 
Thank you again, dear friends.  It is an honor, a privilege, and a joy to serve as your pastor.  I’m looking 
forward to where our journey takes us!   
 
 
Respectfully submitted,   

 
 
 
 

David M. Preisendanz, pastor 
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NPC Active Membership Roll Statistics 

Membership as of 12/31/2015 138 
 
Removal by Death 
Betty Richards (2015, notified 9/2016) 
Marilyn Howe, March 19, 2016 
Raymond F. Wilson, March 18, 2016 
Elizabeth “Tish” Wilson, May 1, 2016 
Ronald E. Varnum, May 21, 2016 
Dr. Donald L. Brooks, Jr., July 21, 2016 
 
Removal by Session Action 
Wanda Stebbins 
Gary Doolittle 
 
Moved to Associate Membership Roll 
Edwin VanDeventer (12/2015, not included in 2015 report) 
 

YTD removals 9 

 

Additions 
Jim Wainwright March 21, 2016 Anastasia Edwards May 15, 2016 
Candice Wainwright March 21, 2016 Alexis Washburn May 15, 2016 
Janice Williams March 21, 2016 Gunner Wilcox May 15, 2016 
Scott Sevey April 18, 2016 Olivia Wilcox May 15, 2016 
Allison Sevey April 18, 2016 Ethan Wilson May 15, 2016 
Alyssa Corsi May 15, 2016 Katie Washburn December 18, 2016 
 
YTD additions 12 

Membership as of 12/31/2016 141 
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Buildings and Grounds 

This has been a year of change for the Buildings and Grounds Committee, beginning with the annual meeting 
in January 2016, when Trustees was formally changed to the Buildings and Grounds committee to oversee 
the workings, maintenance, and use of North Presbyterian Church. The change continued with the 
retirement of our faithful Sexton, Davey Ostrander. 

Throughout 2016, the Buildings and Grounds Committee (B&G), worked to keep the building in good daily 
repair, as well as handle the challenges of heating maintenance, leaking roofs, lawn care, daily/weekly 
cleaning, only to name a few of the ongoing tasks involved in the upkeep of NPC. A cleaning company was 
hired to clean two days a week, a company was brought in to do monthly upkeep on the HVAC system of the 
church. And, along with continuing the contract with the snow removal company, a lawn care service was 
hired. We, as a committee will persist working together, and learning together what, and how is the best 
possible way to take care of our house, God’s house. 

The Buildings and Grounds Committee will learn and persevere, as we try to meet all the needs of NPC, but 
we as a family of God need to come together and do our part in taking care of what God has blessed us with. 

I would like to thank my B&G team for their unending dedication to all that is involved in the care and repair 
of North Presbyterian Church. Thank you, Cheryl Allison, Steve Allison, George Batrowny, Kurt Kalweit, Joe 
Rolls, Jerry Russell, and Ed Wilson, and our newest committee member, Ethan Wilson. Thank you to Rev. 
David Preisendanz for leading us to God driven decisions,  Davey Ostrander for his continual insight, and a 
big thank you to Pat and Jeff Richards for their willingness to help the B&G in any way possible. Also, thanks 
to Jim Palmer, Ed Patno and Bill Furnas for their help throughout the year. 

We look forward to 2017! 

Blessings, 

Mickey Vischansky 

Chair, Buildings and Grounds Committee 
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Congregational Life Committee: Deacons 

It’s been a busy yet difficult year with the loss of the following Church members: 
Ron Varnum 
Donald Case 
Dr. Don Brooks 
Tish and Ray Wilson 
Wanda Stebbins who moved to Alabama with her daughter where the warm weather was great for her. 

As in the past, the deacons visit members of the church community that are “temporarily” homebound 
by calling or visiting to see what can be done to help the person through this time.  It may be as a result 
of surgery, a fall or an illness.  This committee plays an important role in providing a link between 
hospital, home and church.  It is important that members know that their Church family care about them 
and that they haven’t been forgotten.  We currently have three people on the homebound list, eight 
keep in touch, and two out of town. 

Again this year our shut ins received a Christmas package and cards.  A “thank you” to the mission and 
deacon committees for lifting the Christmas spirit as it’s important that these members know that their 
church family care about them and that they haven’t been forgotten. 

Thank you to Vicki Balon and her husband for providing a Christmas dinner for a family in need.  We also 
assisted a family within the congregation from the Congregational Care Fund.  This fund, which was 
established in 2009, assists those in this church community who may be having a difficult time meeting 
financial obligations.  Please keep in mind the congregational care fund when donating, there are 
congregational care fund envelopes in your church envelope box.  A special thank you goes to those who 
contributed to this fund. 

During the year 2016, as in past years, the deacons have tried to fulfill that which is mandated by the 
Book of Order.  I want to personally thank each of the Deacons as they do a wonderful, caring job by 
displaying a wiliness to go above and beyond. 

I would also like to commend the Board of Deacons as well as Dick Gawenus for the help of reviewing 
the active and associate rolls; this is not an easy task. 

Thank you to Sheryl Patno and Chris Miller as they have served their term as a Deacon, you are all very 
special. 

Your current Deacons are Bobbi Furnas, Ann Gawenus, Annie LeFevre, Pam Caroscio, Maxine Burroughs, 
and Joe Dicinti.  You may contact any one of the Deacons if you have a concern. 

My journey as the Deacon Moderator of six years was something in my life that I really felt was in my 
calling.  There were many sad times however, many rewarding times.  I want to thank everyone who 
supported me.  

In closing, each day may you find Peace and Happiness in your life.  

Many Blessings, 
Audrey Vanderhoff 
Moderator of Deacons 
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Congregational Life Committee: Fellowship 

The Fellowship Committee had a very successful year in 2016. We provided ten monthly meals for 
congregation members, mostly on the first Wednesday of the month. Two notable exceptions were the 
Shrove Tuesday dinner leading up to the beginning of Lent and the summer picnic, which followed the 
outdoor church service in August. Dinners varied from baked chicken to pulled pork BBQ to spaghetti 
and meatballs. Approximately 50 to 65 people participated each month. The early evening setting 
provided an opportunity for congregation members to enjoy each others’ company during the weekday 
meals. Ann Motley and Glenda Solowiej are two of the main cogs in the wheel that help bring together 
delicious meals every month. Annie LeFevre is our salad preparer and potato peeler. I also want to 
thank all of you who have pitched in during the last year with cleanup. We look forward to preparing 
dinner each month but your help at the end of the day is definitely appreciated. 

The Men’s Breakfast has had 8-12 people participate each month. We have had several different egg 
dishes, ranging from cheese omelets to quiche. The feather-light pancakes are always well-received too. 
The most popular item still appears to be the bacon. It does not matter how many people show up each 
month, the bacon always seems to go. All members of Buildings and Grounds, as well as others planning 
to help Buildings and Grounds, are invited to Men’s Breakfast at 8 a.m. on days that B&G work days 
follow at 9 a.m. As part of the morning breakfast time, Joel Buice has begun looking ahead to the next 
day’s scripture readings, which we review and discuss. It gives us a little heads up on what to 
contemplate in church the next day. I would be remiss if I did not thank Tim and Steve Allison for their 
help each month. They set the tables, make the coffee and run the dishwasher after breakfast. I make 
the mess preparing the meals and they clean up after me. 

Tim Allison, with assistance from his son Steve, handled all the preparation for the annual caroling we 
normally do in mid-December. After a discussion about anticipated horrible weather conditions, we 
sadly had to cancel our plans for the December caroling. We will try again this year. 

Lastly, I want to thank the dedicated people who provide treats for coffee hour throughout the year. We 
often have special creations that are way above average. It helps enrich the special time we share 
together over a cup of coffee or glass of juice. Thank you all! 

Jeff Richards 
Fellowship Committee Chair 
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Director of Children & Youth Ministry Annual Report 

As we enter into 2017, I am encouraged as I reflect back on 2016. Our year started off with confirmation 
classes for the teens of North Pres. which consisted of 15 weeks of study, retreats, and visitation with 
other religious groups. On Pentecost Sunday we saw one teen baptized and six confirmed. 

We said goodbye to our Interim Pastor and welcomed our new Pastor in June. 

Fundraising was held all throughout the year with bake sales, cookie dough, Jelly bean, candle and 
Christmas wreath sales all benefiting the Intergenerational Group mission trips the teens have been 
participating in each year.  

We had a wonderful time during VBS and had a chance to show Pastor David some of the wonderful 
outreach we do here at NPC. 

The number of children and youth we welcome each week is growing, with a large group of 3-5yr olds 
coming up the ranks. Our 3rd thru 5th grade group is small but consistent and teacher Karen Wilson does 
a great job with them. The Junior/Senior high class is growing in number as well as the size of the youth 
group. Kudos to Mary Ruth Ostrander for the work she does with the teens. I am looking for an interested 
male member of our church who would be willing to help Mary Ruth with teaching a couple of weeks 
every month. Please contact myself or Mary Ruth if you might be interested. 

I look forward to a new year working with the Children and Youth committee and Pastor David on offering 
a quality program for our children and youth. 

Blessings in Christ, 

Deborah Stamp 

Director of Children and Youth Ministry 
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Education Committee 

The adult education sub-committee is responsible for bible studies and forums. There are several bible 
studies available at North Church. There is a Wednesday group at noon, a women's evening group, a men's 
evening group, as well as Sunday morning adult Christian education. Please feel free to attend these 
studies to further your walk with Christ.  

The children and youth Sunday school teachers have done a good job once again. The teachers are: 

 Pre-K, Kindergarten and 1st grade: Glenda Solowiej and Ann Motley 

 2nd-5th grades: Karen Wilson  

 6th-12th grades: Mary Ruth Ostrander and Deb Stamp 

 Substitute Teacher: Mickey Vischansky 

The children and youth sub-committee has a lot of activities to do and would appreciate some help. If 
anyone feels they would like to help in any of the activities, you will be welcome! The adult education sub-
committee could use some additional involvement as well . 

I would like to thank all of the members, parents, and children who have been involved and supported the 
spiritual education at North Church. And I would like to thank these sub-committee members for their 
dedication: 

Children and Youth Adult Education 

Cathy Campbell Cindy Kalweit  

Joe Rolls Pam Caroscio  

Mickey Vischansky 

Deb Stamp 

Michaela Johnson 

 

Respectively Submitted, 

Ann Motley 

Chairperson of Education Committee  
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Education (Adult) 

With the restructuring of Session, Adult Education is now a sub-committee of the Education Committee.  
The sub-committee is currently looking for someone to take on the leadership of Adult Education.  Anyone 
interested in serving and/or chairing this sub-committee should contact Ann Motley.  The committee 
invites all adults to take part in Adult Education opportunities.  Current committee members are Pam 
Caroscio and Cindy Kalweit. 

The following series were offered on Sunday mornings during 2016:   

 A Lenten Study entitled Gospel Portraits of Jesus by Donald L. Griggs.  The study focused on some of 
the many names and titles by which Jesus was known or addressed. 

 Grace by Max Lucado, a seven-week series that began in 2015 and was completed in 2016. 

 All I Want for Christmas by James W. Moore, a five-session Advent study that focuses on the central 
gift of the season, Christ the Lord. 

Sunday Morning Forum 

In 2016 the Adult Education committee hosted a number of informative and insightful Forums.  The topics 
included:  Border Buddies, Changes to Bylaws and FAQ with Session, Alzheimer’s disease presented by 
Rev. Cynthia Huling-Hummel, Saving Grace Ministries, Donate Life – presented by Larry and Cathy 
Campbell, Around the World – presented by Rev. Elfond. The committee welcomes suggestions for Forum 
topics from the congregation. 

Bible Study Opportunities 

Three Bible study groups continued to meet throughout 2016.  The Wednesday noon-time group has 
grown and includes both men and women.  During 2016 this group studied Galatians-Why God Accepts 
Us, Miracles: Signs of God’s Glory and the book of Revelation.  Men’s Bible study continues to meet on 
Tuesday evenings.  They completed the Gospel in Life study by Timothy Keller, a study of Paul’s letter to 
the Ephesians which included both Ephesians – Deepening Life Together and Ephesians – Living in God’s 
Household, and Moving Mountains by John Eldredge.  The Women’s Bible study completed four studies 
during 2016 including:  Breath – The Life of God in Us by Beth Moore, Fight Back with Joy by Marilyn 
Feinberg, Entrusted – A Study of 2 Timothy by Beth Moore, and All I Want for Christmas by James W. 
Moore.  All of the Bible study groups are open to anyone who would like to attend.   

Devotionals 

The committee provides the congregation with monthly devotional resources including The Upper Room 
and The Word for You Today as well as Lenten and Advent devotionals.  These resources can be found on 
the Welcome Center in the Narthex and on the round table at the Willits Hall entrance. 
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Finance Committee 

2016 was a good year financially for North Church. The endowment fund finished the year up by 
approximately $60,000 after disbursements and fees (see page 29).Contribution income was up $3,500 
over budget and expenses were down approximately $33,000. These numbers helped to reduce our 
dependency on the endowment fund. Looking ahead to 2017, I’m glad to report that pledges are up 
approximately $20,000 over our original budgeted number. Hopefully our expenses will be in line with 
those of 2015 of approximately $300,000. As you know a large factor in our total income is the 
endowment fund. The financial markets will determine our performance for 2017. 

Thank you to Larry Campbell (Treasurer), Phil Carpentier (Stewardship), Bob Russell, and Pat Richards 
(Financial Secretary) for their input and help in 2016! 

Respectfully submitted’ 

Dick Gawenus 

Note: Estate income also helped offset expenses in 2016. These have been totally depleted. 
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Endowment Fund 
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The seasons slip by and with each passing year the North Pres. Food Pantry mission has grown.  New 
folks are registering every week, resulting in an overall increase in the number of households served, and 
in the total number of people served.   We had about 194 households a month, feeding 443 people.  
 

North Pres is blessed in so many ways and we are thankful for: 
 Loyal volunteers who show up to work 3 mornings each week. 
 Our strongmen, Davey, Mike, Matt, and Christian who do the heavy lifting for Friday food deliveries 

from the Food Bank. 
 Our Pantry Patch gardeners, Jeff and Pat, who work hard for many, many months planting, weeding, 

watering and harvesting fresh vegetables for our clients. 
 Donations of food and money from the congregations of First Pres., Lake St. Pres., Westside United 

Methodist, Yoga Class, the Postal Carrier and Boy Scout food drives, Ladies of Charity, and 
Kindermusik. 

 Unsung heroes, Audrey Vanderhoff, Phil and Lynda Carpentier who collect and tote donations from 
Weis and Wegman’s each week. 

 Audrey Vanderhoff, again, who keeps our tables and racks filled with gently used clothing given away 
free to our clients. 

 Our congregation and our youth for donations of money, food, time, “souper bowl” collection and 
VBS collection. (and plastic bags) 

 

With all the support listed above, we can continue the work of the Food Pantry—keeping our shelves 
stocked and our doors open to help those in need of assistance, serving the less fortunate in our 
community. Thank you to everyone for your gracious support!  
 

Peg Densberger  Sylvia Tuller Maxine Burroughs Ann Beattie 
Sharon Hastings Ann Gawenus Joan Barneski Christian Kalweit 
Audrey Vanderhoff Barbara Russell  Pat Richards Mike Stamp  
Beverly Root Nancy Varnum Pam Caroscio Dave Ostrander 
Becky Kowulich Janet Stanton Gladys Smith Matt Wilcox 
 

Marlene Carpentier and Karen Mosteller 
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Keyser Lending Library 

With more than 3,000 books in its inventory, the Keyser Library is a hidden gem in the middle of North 
Presbyterian Church. 

This past fall, the painstaking task of checking that inventory began. The process will continue through this 
year. Books, videos and CDS that are badly damaged, duplicates or no longer relevant will be discarded, 
and the more than 100 books that were donated in just the last year will be added, if appropriate. 

 After the inventory is done, instructions will be posted that will allow you to search our library collection 
from your own home! Several years ago, North Church obtained a license to place our library inventory on-
line, using LibraryThing.com. Once up and running, anyone can look for a particular book or just browse 
the collection. 

The furniture has been slightly rearranged, and two side tables added thanks to the church rummage sale. 
Plans are in the works to obtain more comfortable seating and install lighting that is better for reading. 
Please plan to spend some time this fall curled up in a chair with a good book and the peace that 
surrounds everyone in a church library. 
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Mission and Outreach Committee 

This committee works to discern where outreach efforts to the community should be made and where the 
offerings presented by a faithful and dedicated congregation should be invested to further the Kingdom of 
God as embodied by the Mission Statement for North Presbyterian Church.  Thank you for entrusting us 
with your gifts! 

Four special offerings for the PCUSA, as approved by Session, are taken during the year: 
1) One Great Hour of Sharing (Lent) $570.26 
2) Pentecost Offering (May) (40% local share - used to help children @Share the Joy) $100 
3) Peacemaking Offering (October) (25% local share – use to combat violence against women) $265 
4) Christmas Joy (Sunday before Christmas) $880 

The committee was involved in outreach and ministries, including, but not limited, to the following  
through financial and/or personal support: 
 Church World Services Blanket Sunday (Mother’s Day) $230 
 Block Party (September 10, 2016) 
 Share the Joy (December 10, 2016)  
 Holiday for Homebound (Christmas angel tree) gifts from the congregation 
 Border Buddies – sponsor a student and general support (Honduras) $325 
 Renovation House (Tioga County, NY) $500 
 Saving Grace Ministries (Elmira, NY) $500 
 I Thirst International (Elmira Heights, NY) and other local mission $124.50 
 NPC Food Pantry $2400 
 Community Kitchen $600 
 Personal Needs $190 
 Presbytery ($2,050), Synod ($300), and General Assembly ($500) benevolences 

This work could not have been accomplished without the efforts of a very dedicated bunch of committee 
members – Joan Barneski, James Bottcher, Pamela Caroscio, Philip Carpentier, Annie LeFevre, Cindy 
Kalweit, and Deb Stamp.  I cannot thank them enough for all of their assistance! May God pour out His 
blessings upon them and our entire church family. 

Linda Palmer, Chair 
Mission Committee 

“What good is it, my brothers, if a man claims to have faith but has no deeds? Can such faith save him? 
Suppose a brother or sister is without clothes and daily food.  If one of you says to him, “Go, I wish you 
well; keep warm and well fed,“ but does nothing about his physical needs, what good is it? In the same 
way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead.”  James2:14-17 NIV 
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Nominating Committee 
 

Board of Session 
Persons to be elected to the class of 2020 are presented in bold print: 

 

Cindy Kalweit, Clerk of Session 
Larry Campbell, Treasurer 

Rev. David Preisendanz, Moderator 
 

Committee Assignments 
Mickey Vischansky Buildings and Grounds Committee 
Bobbi Furnas Congregational Life Committee/Deacons 
Jeffrey Richards Congregational Life Committee/Fellowship  
Ann Motley Education Committee 
Kurt Kalweit Finance Committee 
Linda Palmer Mission & Outreach Committee 
Linda Robinson Nominating Committee 
Joel Robinson Staff Relations Committee 
Suzie Hoskins Worship & Music 

 
Congregational Nominating Committee (members at large) 
Anne Beattie, Pam Caroscio, Ed Patno, Audrey Vanderhoff 

 
Audit Committee 

Class of 2017: Joel Robinson 
Class of 2018: Janice Williams 

 
Respectfully submitted by 2016 Nominating Committee: 

Linda Robinson, Chair 

Anne Beattie, Dick Schornstheimer, Bobbi Furnas, Norma Brooks 

Class of 2018 Class of 2019 Class of 2020 

Ann Motley Linda Palmer Suzie Hoskins 

Jeff Richards Linda Robinson Bobbi Furnas 

Mickey Vischansky Joel Robinson Kurt Kalweit 
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Pastor Nominating Committee Pastor Nominating Committee

Committee Members: Barb Duryea, Wendy Swatling, Suzie Hoskins, Karen Mosteller, Larry Campbell and Jim Mosher. 
Appointed liaison to the PNC: Pastor Jane Winters.

Recap of 2014 and 2015:
November 1, 2014 - The PNC was commissioned.

January 8, 2015 - The PNC received an orientation on “Calling a Pastor” with Pastor Betsy Crimmins.
January 15, 2015 - First PNC Meeting: Getting Organized.
January 22, 2015 - April 16, 2015 - Filled out Ministry Information Forms. [MIF]
April 20, 2015 - Session approved Ministry Information Forms.
May 5. 2015 - Committee on Ministry approved our MIF
June 10, 2015 - MIF was released online by Presbytery

June 11, 2015 - Began reading, reviewing and rating Pastor Information Forms. [PIF]
August - October 2015 - Reviewing PIFS, working on 1st interview questions [Skype/Phone] and 2nd interview
questions [Face to Face] and reading/watching/listening and discussing sermons of prospective candidates.
November - December 2015 - Renewal of Covenant for the Pastor Nominating Committee, Worked on Budget for PNC,
PNC reference checks on prospective candidates, began process of 1st interviews of prospective candidates.
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
January - February 2016

Continuation of 1st interviews via Skype/Phone of prospective candidates. 
Began 2nd interviews with prospective candidates. 
 2nd interviews consisted of meeting with prospective candidates over a weekend.  Friday - met the candidates over
dinner.  Saturday - met candidates in morning for 2nd interview questions, lunch, candidates met with local pastors for
presbytery interview questions, tour NPC, dinner.  Sunday - candidates prepared a Sunday worship service for a neutral
pulpit, where the PNC could see how candidates ran a worship service and hear a sermon and also how they interacted

with the congregation.  Lunch, Elmira tour, Goodbyes.

March - July 2016
PNC voted to call Pastor David Preisendanz as pastor and he accepted the call and the terms of call. Received
presbytery approval.  Prepared and sent out report to the Congregation.  Coordinated with session in scheduling the
congregational meeting.
Congregation invited to meet and talk with Pastor David followed by a family style meal.

Presented nominee Pastor David Preisendanz to the Congregation at the Congregational Meeting.  The Congregation
voted to concur with the PNC to call the pastor and the terms of call.  Reception held in Willits Hall following
congregational meeting.  July 10, 2016 - Installation of Pastor David.

The PNC meetings always began with scripture readings and prayers and ended in prayer. Knowing that God  was with
us always and the Holy Spirit was working within us, gave us the strength, endurance and much needed patience to find

the right pastor for our congregation.
 The PNC met every Thursday evening from 6:30pm  - 8:30pm. Also, each committee member took home 10 Pastor
Information Forms [PIFs] every Sunday to read, review and rate and were ready for deliberation on Thursday nights.  
 We read, reviewed and rated as a group over 120 PIFs, listening and taking into consideration each others views and
opinions on every PIF.  We also viewed websites of  pastors, reviewed sermons in text, audio, and video formats at
home and during meetings.  

Many heartfelt thanks to all of the PNC members for their patience, faithfulness and diligence.  

Respectfully Submitted,
Barbara Duryea - Chairperson

Pastor Nominating Committee

Many heartfelt thanks to all of the PNC members for their patience, faithfulness and diligence.  
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Staff Relations Committee 

The staff relations committee submitted revised and updated personnel policies to Session for approval. 
The committee also assisted the head of staff with staffing changes related to the sexton’s retirement. 
Committee members provided the budget committee with salary recommendations for the 2017 budget. 

Joel Robinson chair, Bobbi Furnas, Dick Gawenus and Larry Campbell members. 

Worship & Music Committee 

The Worship and Music committee continued it's ongoing work of enhancing our worship services 
throughout the year. Many responsibilities and details fall to this committee: anything to do with 
communion, any decorating for any season, the tech booth, flowers, hymnals, banners, even candles all 
fall under the Worship and Music committee. Many of these details are behind the scenes and appear 
to just happen but it takes many hands to make our services what they are. 

One of our special services is when we worship in Grove Park in the summer. The Music and Worship 
committee along with the fellowship committee join together for this special service and picnic. For 
three years we have joined together to worship and enjoy our fellowship on a summer,  Sunday 
morning. Each year our attendance has grown as we encourage more to participate. Rain or shine it is a 
wonderful way to 'Praise the Lord'.  
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One Hundred and Twenty-First Annual Meeting  
of the Congregation and Corporation  

of the North Presbyterian Church  
January 24, 2016 

 

The Annual Meeting of North Presbyterian Church (NPC) was called to order at 11:40 a.m. with prayer 
led by Rev. Dr. Cheryl Ann Elfond.  It was determined that a quorum of the membership was present. 

The agenda was approved on the motion by Linda Palmer, seconded by Annie LeFevre.  Motion carried.  

Motion to waive the reading of the minutes of the 120th Annual meeting (approved by Session on 
February 17, 2015) was made by Robinson, seconded by Patricia Richards.  Motion carried.  

Celebration of our ministry together:   Members of the congregation were asked to review the Annual 
Report during the meal.  Pastor Elfond asked people to share specific ministries, events, or celebrations 
from 2015 that they are thankful for and/or what they are looking forward to in the year to come.  The 
list included:  Wednesday night dinners, Children and Youth programs, new members, the Food Pantry 
and Pantry Patch, our Sexton, Davey Ostrander, who handles every pound of food that comes into the 
pantry, the Music Program, completion of the Mission Study, the work of the Mission/Outreach 
committees.  This time of celebration was concluded by the singing of the Doxology.  

Report of the Transitional Pastor:  Dr. Elfond shared that she is in a unique position as a transitional 
pastor because she is an “outsider” who has gained “insight” as to NPC’s strengths and challenges we 
face.  She noted in particular that NPC has strength around food – sharing it with each other and 
distributing it to others.  NPC has a heart for mission and there is a generous spirit within the 
congregation.  NPC’s history reflects a resilient, dedicated, and faithful membership.  An area of 
challenge for any organization is communication.   It is the key to a positive long-term relationship with a 
new pastor.  It will be important to work through miscommunication or misunderstandings together.  
Dr. Elfond remarked that it has been a joy to serve as the Transitional Pastor for NPC. 

Report of the Pastor Nominating Committee:   Chair of the Committee, Barb Duryea, reviewed what the 
committee has been doing since its inception.  A lot of time and effort went into completing the Ministry 
Information Form.  The committee is moving forward, review Personal Information Forms of prospective 
candidates.  The committee has been utilizing the Presbyterian Booklet “Calling a Pastor” which has 
been very helpful.  She reminded that congregation that the Presbyterian process of calling a pastor is 
long and involved.  She asks for continued prayers and support for the committee in the months ahead.   

Presentation of the 2016 Budget:  Elder Richard Gawenus thanked Bob Russell, Phil Carpentier, Patricia 
Richards, and Larry Campbell for their help with the 2106 Stewardship Campaign and in putting together 
the 2016 Budget.   A decline in NPC membership and a volatile Stock Market have created challenges for 
2016.  For 2016 Fifty-eight pledges totaling $131,500 were received.  A number of bequests received in 
2015 have provided a strong cash position for NPC.   

Motion to adjourn the congregational meeting until the conclusion of the Corporation meeting was 
made by Linda Palmer, second by Barb Duryea.  Motion carried. 
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The meeting of the Congregation was called back into order by Dr. Elfond.  

The following motion was made by Jeff Richards:  

“Shall the North Presbyterian Church of Elmira, NY, discontinue the formal structure of a Board of 
Deacons in favor of individually commissioned Deacons who serve under the supervision and 
authority of the Session as provided in the Book of Order (G-2.0202) as soon as a smooth transition 
can reasonably be effected, thereby discontinuing the board of Deacons per se with profound 
gratitude for the faithful service of the current members and leadership of the Board of Deacons 
and their predecessors and shall the Deacons who have been currently serving on the Board of 
Deacons be commissioned to serve and relate to the appropriate Session committee attending 
meeting and coordinating their ministry?” 

Second by Pam Caroscio 

The Motion carried with the following vote: 

Yes: 36 

No: 0 

Abstain: 0 

Election of Elders, Deacons– Elder Linda Robinson presented the following slate of Elders, Deacons and 
Officers as recommended by the Nominating Committee (those elected in bold): 

Session Class of 2017: Audrey Vanderhoff 

Session Class of 2018: Ann Motley, Jeff Richards, Joel Robinson, Mickey Vischansky 

Session Class of 2019: Richard Gawenus, Linda Palmer, Linda Robinson, Annette Stevens 

There were no nominations from the floor.  Motion was made by Linda Robinson to close the nominations 
and to approve the slate as presented, second by Tim Allison.  Motion carried.  

Deacons (to be ordained as needed and commissioned annually): 

Ann Beattie, Joseph DiCinti, Bobbi Furnas 

There were no nominations from the floor.  Motion was made by Larry Campbell to close the nominations 
and to approve the slate as presented.  The motion was seconded by Ed Wilson.  Motion carried. 

Thank you to the following Deacons for their continued service:  Audrey Vanderhoff, Annie LeFevre, Chris 
Miller, Sheryl Patno, Maxine Burroughs, Ann Gawenus, and Pam Caroscio. 

Thank you to the following people for their ongoing service to the newly created Buildings and Grounds 
committee:  Joe Rolls, Jerry Russell, Ed Wilson, Steve Allison, Jim Botcher, Laura Smith, Cheryl Allison, 
George Batrowny, and Kurt Kalweit. 

Ordination and/or Installation/Commissioning of Officers will take place during the February 14, 2016 
Worship Service. 

Motion to allow Session to approve the minutes of the Annual Meeting at the February 15, 2016 Stated 
Session meeting was made by Joel Robinson, second by Marlene Carpentier.  Motion carried. 
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Motion to adjourn following the singing of the hymn was made by Kurt Kalweit, second by Kyle Potter.  
Motion carried. 

A moment of silence was observed for members deceased since the last annual meeting and for those who 
were associated with North Presbyterian Church although not members.   

In praise and thanksgiving the congregation sang verses 1 & 3 of the hymn “For All the Saints”. 

The meeting was closed in prayer (unison) and Dr. Elfond offered a Benediction. 
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Annual Meeting of the Corporation 

Annual Meeting of the Corporation 

The annual meeting of the North Presbyterian Church Corporation was called to order by the Interim 
Moderator of Trustees and Corporation President, Ed Wilson. Ed Wilson, Interim Moderator of Trustees, 
thanked the Trustees for all of their hard work throughout the year.  A number of projects were able to be 
completed because people are willing to volunteer their time and share their gifts.   

The Treasurer’s Report and the report from the Endowment Committee were reviewed.  Motion to 
approve the Treasurer’s report was made by Jeff Richards, seconded by Davey Ostrander.  Motion carried. 

The following motion was made by Ed Wilson:   

 “Shall the Session of the North Presbyterian Church, Elmira, NY, constitute the Trustees of the 
 corporation effective immediately pending the recording of the required certificate with the 
 Clerk of Chemung County, State of New York, thereby dissolving the separate Board of Trustees 
 with profound gratitude for the faithful service of the current Trustees and their predecessors 
 and designating the current members of the Trustees as members of a newly created Buildings 
 and Grounds committee of Session?” 

Second by Patricia Richards 

Discussion:  Suzie Hoskins feels that changing the corporate structure is not a good idea at this time.  Such 
a significant change in the structure of the church should not happen until a new pastor is called.  She 
noted that the Bylaws can be changed to lower the number of people required to serve as Trustees if 
finding people to serve is (has been) and issue.  Pat Richards stated that she respectfully disagrees.   It is 
uncertain how long it will be before a new pastor is called.  The proposed changes are based upon current 
membership.  Those numbers won’t change drastically once a new pastor is called. Session has studied 
the issue and looked into it at great length.   They have been elected to make decisions for the good of the 
congregation.  Let them take the lead.  Jeff Richards added that Session has thoughtfully and prayerfully 
considered the changes being recommended.  The reality is that NPC does not currently have the 
membership to fill all of the positions required under the current structure.  The new option being 
presented allows for greater flexibility to serve the congregation as a whole.  People will be able to use 
their strengths (gifts) to the best of their ability without being limited by terms.  All of the necessary spots 
will be filled.  

The Motion carried with the following vote: 

Yes: 36 

No: 1 

Abstain: 0 

Motion to approve changes to the Bylaws of the Corporation (Replace Trustees with Session) was made 
by Mickey Vischansky.  Second by Steven Allison 

The Motion carried with the following vote: 

Yes: 36 

No: 1 

Abstain: 0 
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A Notification of Change in Certification of Incorporation will be filed with the Chemung County Clerk. 

Dr.  Elfond thanked Ed Wilson for stepping into the position of Moderator of Trustees when a vacancy 
occurred. 

Motion to adjourn the meeting of the Corporation meeting was made by Davey Ostrander, second by Larry 
Campbell.  Motion carried. 
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Pantry Patch Garden 

Youth Mission Trip 

Confirmation  Confirmation  

Block Party Block Party 

Hanging of the Greens Operation Christmas Child 


