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ONE HUNDRED AND TWENTY-THIRD ANNUAL MEETING 
Of the Congregation and Corporation of the NORTH PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

921 College Avenue, Elmira, NY 
January 28, 2018 

 

Grace before the Meal 
 
REVIEW OF ANNUAL REPORTS During the Meal 
 
CALL TO ORDER (11:30 AM) Rev. David Preisendanz, Moderator 
 Call to Meeting 
 Opening Prayer 
 Quorum Present 
 Approval of the Agenda 
 Waiving of Reading of Minutes of 122nd Annual Meeting 

(Approved by Session on February 20, 2017) 
 
CELEBRATION OF OUR MINISTRY TOGETHER IN 2017 (11:35, 15 minutes) All 
(topics from last year) 
We give God thanks for…. 
We look forward to…. 
 
Worship and Spiritual Growth 
 Susan Hoskins Worship and Music Committee 
 
Nurture 
 Ann Motley Education Committee 
 Deb Stamp Director of Children & Youth Ministry 
 Pat Richards Keyser Library 
 
Mission & Outreach 
 Linda Palmer Mission & Outreach Committee 
 Pat Richards/Karen Mosteller Food Pantry 
 
Congregational Life 
 Jeffrey Richards Fellowship Committee 
 Bobbi Furnas Deacons 
 
Support 
 Mickey Vischansky Buildings and Grounds Committee 
 Kurt Kalweit Finance Committee 
 Linda Robinson Nominating Committee 
 Joel Robinson Staff Relations Committee 
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DOXOLOGY Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God all creatures here below; 
Praise God above ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen 
 

REPORT OF THE PASTOR (11:50 AM, 10 minutes) Rev. David Preisendanz 
 
PLANNING FOR OUR MINISTRY TOGETHER FOR 2017 AND BEYOND (Noon, 15 minutes) 
 Presentation of the 2018 Budget Kurt Kalweit 
 Nominating Committee Report (see report) Linda Robinson 

 Ordination and/or Installation/Commissioning of Officers will take place during the February 4, 2018 
(tentative) Worship Service 

 
MOTION TO REVIEW AND APPROVE CHANGE IN PASTOR'S COMPENSATION (G-1.0503C) 

MOMENT OF SILENCE FOR MEMBERS AND FRIENDS DECEASED SINCE LAST ANNUAL MEETING 
 Addison Kendall (March 6, 2017) 
 Dorothy Orvek (March 31, 2017) 
 Beverly Wheeler (June 22, 2017) 
 Nelson van den Blink (July 6, 2017) 
 Edwin Van Deventer (September 26, 2017) 
 
PRAISE AND THANKSGIVING  For All The Saints 
 

For all the saints who from their labors rest, 
Who thee by faith before the world confessed, 

Thy Name, O Jesus, be forever blest 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

O blest communion, fellowship divine! 
We feebly struggle; They in glory shine; 
Yet all are one in thee, for all are thine. 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
MOTION TO AUTHORIZE THE SESSION TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THIS MEETING 

MOTION TO ADJOURN 
 
CLOSING PRAYER AND BENEDICTION 

Gracious and loving, God, You have called us together to do the work of Your church.  Thank you for 
your presence with us during this meeting; may the decisions we made reflect Your loving presence in 
the world.  Continue to create within us open minds and hearts that we will not fear conflict or run 
from it, but embrace it, knowing that it is an opportunity for growing in faith and a fuller 
understanding of Your will for us.  Help us to continue to listen to each other, to share our thoughts in 
loving, honest ways and to do all we can to maintain the unity of the spirit in the bond of peace.  
Through Jesus Christ we pray.  Amen 
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In Loving Memory 

North Presbyterian Church Members: 

Nelson van den Blink * 

Ed VanDeventer * 

Addison Kendall 

Dorothy Orvek * 

Beverly J. Wheeler 

* Ruling Elder 
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Pastor’s Report 

We had a very challenging year together in 2017.  Our big challenge for the first half of the year was 
deciding how to handle our first-ever request for a same-sex wedding.  I am so proud of how our church 
and our leadership handled that conversation.  We spoke graciously together, we listened, and we learned 
from each other – even while we disagreed.  So many of you told me how worried you were that the 
meeting would blow up, as it did six years ago, and how relieved and blessed you felt that we were able to 
have a civil and gracious conversation together about this incredibly difficult issue.  As you know, the 
wedding request was withdrawn and Session opted, wisely, to table the question until it arises again. 

That crucial conversation postponed my leadership agenda for 2017, which was to lead the Session 
through the book Five Practices of Fruitful Congregations, by Robert Schnase.  Those five practices, which I 
introduced to you this morning during the sermon, are 

 Radical hospitality 

 Passionate worship 

 Intentional faith development 

 Risk-taking mission and service 
 Extravagant generosity 

We decided, when we finished our study last Fall, that we would lead the church into these practices one 
at a time.  2018, therefore, will be the “Year of Radical Hospitality” at North Presbyterian Church.   We’ll 
begin to learn together what it means to fully open our doors and our arms and our hearts to our entire 
community; to invite them and welcome them into God’s family.   

I’m looking forward to this challenge.  We’ll have new things and new habits to learn, and we may decide 
together to let go of some of our old practices and habits.  The thought of change is always an 
uncomfortable one for churches – but when we agree together that we are changing our habits and 
practices so that God can better work in us and through us, then God will accomplish marvelous things at 
North Presbyterian Church!   

Thank you for the privilege, the joy, and the challenge of being your pastor.  Thank you for working with 
me, and for caring for me through my own difficult times last year.  I look forward to leading us through 
our Year of Radical Hospitality, and toward God’s future for our church.   

Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
 
David Preisendanz 
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NPC Active Membership Roll Statistics 

Membership as of 12/31/2016 141 
 
Removal by Death 
Beverly Wheeler (deceased June 22, 2017) 
 
Removal by Session Action 
Joe DiCinti (transferred to Bedford Presbyterian Church in Bedford, NH) 
Sandy DiCinti (transferred to Bedford Presbyterian Church in Bedford, NH) 
 
Moved to In-Active Membership Roll by Session 
Christine Gustafson 
Robert Hansen 
Cynthia Klungle 
Nicole Mosher 
Cory Swatling 

YTD removals  8   

 

Additions 
 
YTD additions 0  

Membership as of 12/31/2017 133  
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Commissioner to Presbytery of Geneva 

2017 has been an intense year of work, rebuilding trust and accountability within the Geneva Presbytery.  
After considerable work, which concluded with candidate interviews by the search committee, Linda 
Badger Becker was hired as our interim leader part way through the year. In my opinion, she is the right 
person, at the right time, with the right skills to help move our presbytery forward in a unified manner. 
General Council meets monthly, often for 6-7 hours at a time. During the morning we process the needs 
of ongoing business of the presbytery, similar to how North Presbyterian Church session operates. In the 
afternoon sessions we have been visioning the presbytery’s path going forward. It entailed reviewing our 
history, things that have gone wrong, and how to be more accountable to all the congregations within 
the presbytery. 

At November’s presbytery meeting we presented for approval our new mission statement that we had 
worked on during three previous monthly meetings. The following statement is the result of work by 
approximately 20 people dedicated to answering God’s call to our presbytery. “The Presbytery of Geneva 
lives to support and equip congregations and leaders to be Christ in the Finger Lakes and the world.” As 
you can see from this statement, our group believes that the presbytery should be much more than 
simply a place congregations send their per capita each year. To that end, one example of support to a 
congregation is the administrative commission that has been formed to assist Westminster Church 
through the process of dissolution this year. Yes, there will be all the things that have to be done by the 
book to keep things neat and in order. But there will be much more to the process. During this time of 
closure we will bond with congregation members and celebrate the contributions their members have 
made to the life of Elmira’s Southside. We intend to be a supporting cast, not simply a group that says 
you have to do this, this, and that to meet the presbytery’s expectations. 

I have also joined the presbytery’s budget and finance committee this year. We meet monthly in Penn 
Yan. I felt there could not be a better way to learn how our per capita was being spent than to be part of 
the process. In the last few years, the financial stability and accountability of the presbytery has 
improved greatly. There are now checks in place that curb non-vouchered expenses. The per capita 
increase to fifty dollars in 2016 helped get us back to a balanced budget. Cost-saving measures have 
allowed that assessment to remain the same in 2017. After 30 years of service, our office administrator 
Karen Jensen retired. Her full-time position has been replaced with a new hire who works part-time 
without benefits. Earlier this year the presbytery refinanced the loan on the presbytery office in Penn 
Yan. That loan was about to call for a balloon payment that would have adversely affected our budget. In 
addition, we have begun the process of selling the presbytery office, which should further reduce 
expenses. 

In conclusion, I believe, Geneva Presbytery is in the best shape it has been in many years. This year I will 
continue as a representative to Presbytery, General Council, Budget and Finance as well the annual 
Synod of the Northeast gathering. Please feel to ask me questions about presbytery business. If I do not 
know the answers I will try find them for you. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Jeff Richards 

North Presbyterian Church Commissioner to Geneva Presbytery 
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Buildings and Grounds Committee 

I ended the 2016 Annual Report with the words “We look forward to 2017!” That gracious enthusiasm 
carried the Buildings and Grounds Committee through the year. 

All the while, charged with handling the daily upkeep of the church building and its property, which included 
room use scheduling, cleaning, lawn care, snow removal, and general repair, B&G met with some bigger 
challenges. There were water heaters repaired, property securing lock changes, leaking pipes, backed up 
drains, pantry door replacement, garage haul out/clean out, dead boiler pump and seals at the beginning of 
the heating season, conversion to a totally smoke free campus, and a complete roof replacement over the 
nursery and Narthex areas.   

It was a busy year, but our work did not end there. Buildings and Grounds consistently looked for ways to 
improve, and change what we could, in order to better meet the changing needs of NPC. And we will 
continue to work for the good of this church family, its buildings, and property. 

I would like to extend a special thanks to Pat and Jeff Richards, Bill Furnas, Ed Patno, and Larry Campbell for 
their willingness to offer up their help and knowledge countless times throughout the year. 

Thank you to my committee members, Cheryl Allison, Steve Allison, George Batrowny, Kurt Kalweit, Joe 
Rolls, Jerry Russell, Ed Wilson and Ethan Wilson. You guys are the best!! 

Bring on 2018! 

Blessings, 

Mickey Vischansky Chair – Buildings and Grounds Committee 
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Congregational Life Committee: Deacons 

The deacons visit members of the congregation who are homebound or temporarily homebound due to 
illness, by calling or visiting.  They seek to meet any needs and are there to lend support, help as needed 
and build a relationship of caring.  Deacons also conduct receptions as requested. 
 
Heather sends, to each member who wishes, a North Star, The Upper Room, and a monthly Hometouch 
to help keep shut-in persons in touch with the church and assist in meeting spiritual needs. 
 
We currently have 3 people on the regular visitation list, 6 who receive cards and phone calls and 2 who 
are out-of-town that we keep in touch with. 
 
During the past year, we lost 3 members/individuals with a close relationship to this church:  Addison 
Kendall, Ed Van Deventer, and Nelson van den Blink.  The deacons, with the help of the congregation, 
provided a reception for the family of Addison Kendall after his funeral.  The family greatly appreciated 
our support.   
 
The deacons also provided meals for a week or so for Scott and Allison Sevey after the premature birth 
of their son, Ryan. 
 
The committee wishes to thank the congregation and Mission committee for their gifts and cards sent to 
the shut-ins at Christmas.  Our homebound really appreciate everyone thinking of them at Christmas and 
throughout the year. 
 
Thank you to Ann Gawenus for serving as a deacon for the past 6 years.  Her service to this committee 
and congregation is greatly valued.  Our current deacons are:  Ann Beattie, Anne LeFevre, Maxine 
Burroughs, Pam Caroscio and Janet Marks.  Wendy Swatling assists as she can.  Please contact one of the 
deacons or the chairperson, Bobbi Furnas, with concerns or needs.  It really helps us if someone is in the 
hospital or ill, to be notified.   
 
God's grace and peace be with you. 
 
Blessings, 
Bobbi Furnas 
Moderator of Deacons  
Congregational Life Committee 
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Congregational Life Committee: Fellowship 

The Fellowship Committee had a very successful year in 2017 with welcome participation by many of 
the congregation members. Before I highlight some of the events our committee prepared, I would like 
to thank all of you who were not on the committee but pitched in during the events and helped serve, 
clean up and even mopped floors at the end of the evening. Without your support, it would have been a 
much longer day and a lot less fun for our committee members. Thank you, Thank you very much! 

Our meals ranged from pasta and red sauce in January to pulled pork in October. During the year we 
also prepared meat loaf one month and slow-cooked pot roast another. Throughout the year we 
prepared almost everything from scratch. We make our own BBQ sauce and ham glaze as well as fresh 
mashed potatoes each time we include them in a meal. One of my favorite meals of the year was the 
Shrove Tuesday dinner that featured all kinds of rich foods traditionally served for breakfast. In my 
opinion it is hard to imagine a more delightful dining experience than sitting down to bacon, waffles and 
pancakes, topped with homemade blueberry or apple syrup unless you prefer some the real maple 
syrup we also provided. Add in some three cheese quiche  and you have a pretty indulgent meal leading 
up to Lent. Our outdoor worship service in August followed by the picnic was also a great event. It 
offered congregation members a chance to share one of their favorite dishes while the fellowship 
committee supplied the basics of hamburgers and hot dogs for the meal. The Grove Park location has 
worked out wonderfully. It is right in town, ten blocks from church, has adequate parking and restroom 
facilities close by. 

Men’s Breakfast 

Men’s Breakfast was held the second Saturday of the month. It has been attended by as many as a 
dozen men. We have a tasty meal that varies month to month, which usually included eggs in some 
form, fried, cheese omelet or quiche and often accompanied by pancakes or waffles. Bacon, a fruit cup, 
juice and coffee completed the meals. After the meal was completed Joel Buice frequently led a 
discussion related to the Bible. The Buildings and Grounds work days have been scheduled to coincide 
with Men’s Breakfast. All who are willing, male and female, to participate in work days are welcome to 
join us for breakfast first. 

Caroling 

Christmas Caroling was coordinated by Tim Allison with assistance from his wife Cheryl and son Steve. 
The earlier start time seemed to work out much better and ended with a successful gathering back at 
the church with pizza provided as an extra treat for the participants. 

Coffee Hour 

Thank you to all of our coffee hour bakers and presenters. You have provided a weekly feast for us 
following worship service throughout the year. It is part of what makes our congregation such a 
welcoming family. 

Greeters 

Last, but certainly not least, a heartfelt thank you to everyone who has been a greeter during the last 
year. Many of you have faithfully accepted this responsibility for numerous years. The schedule for 2018 
has been posted, taking into account those members who we know are no longer able to serve in this 
capacity. If you would like to step aside please see me and we can make other accommodations. If you  
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Adult Education Committee 

Members of the committee:  Pam Caroscio, Janet Marks, Annie LeFevre, Pastor Dave (ex-officio), Cindy 
Kalweit (Chair) 

The following Adult Education opportunities were offered on Sunday mornings during 2017: 

Pastor’s Prayer Circle: “Through Thick and Thin: Prayers for our Church Family” This was a time of 
corporate, yet intimate prayer.  Each and every member of NPC was lifted up in prayer over a six week 
period during Lent. 

“Get Acquainted with Your Bible” - An in-depth survey of the entire Bible.  This study is being led by Pastor 
Dave and will continue into 2018. 

“When God Comes Down”, by James Harnish, a six-session Advent study, exploring the meaning of the 
Incarnation…God with us in human flesh. 

Sunday Morning Forum 

In 2017 the Adult Education committee, in conjunction with the Mission and Outreach committee, hosted 
a number of informative and insightful Forums.  The topics included:  Border Buddies, Saving Grace 
Ministries, Renovation House, and The Southern Tier Pregnancy Resource Center. The committee 
welcomes suggestions for Forum topics from the congregation. 

Bible Study Opportunities 

Three Bible study groups continued to meet throughout 2017.  The Wednesday noon-time group has 
grown and includes both men and women.  Study topics for 2107 included:  “Isaiah”, “Growing Older and 
Wiser”, “Listening for God”, and “Forgiveness”.   Men’s Bible study completed three studies during 2017:  
“Not a Fan”, “How’s Your Soul”, and “Goliath Must Fall”.  The men also spent time tending the Pantry 
Patch in the spring and early summer.  The men’s Bible Study group is currently looking for a new leader.  
Women’s Bible Study completed two series in 2017 – “When God Doesn’t Fix It: Learning to Walk in God’s 
Plans Instead of Our Own” and “All Things New:  A Study on 2 Corinthians”.   All of the Bible study groups 
are open to anyone who would like to attend. 

Devotionals 

The committee provides the congregation with monthly devotional resources including “The Upper Room” 
and “The Word for You Today” as well as Lenten and Advent devotionals.  These resources can be found 
on the Welcome Center in the Narthex and on the round table at the Willits Hall entrance. 

are NOT serving as a greeter and would consider being the first smiling face someone sees when they 
come to church on Sunday morning we would welcome you joining the greeters pool. 

It is with mixed emotions that I leave session after two terms. Our church has navigated some choppy 
waters during the last six years. I believe we are heading where God is calling us. I pray that everyone will 
pull together in the coming year and build on our common strengths. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Jeff Richards 
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Director of Children & Youth Ministry Annual Report 

2017 brought a lot of changes to the children and youth program as well as some exciting firsts for our 
kids. We have seen a shift in the dynamics of the Sunday school program. The group size for Sr. high grew 
somewhat smaller and the third to sixth grade group has grown in size. The size of our Pre k- Second 
grade group has remained pretty constant. We welcomed four fresh faces to the Wee Worship roster this 
year. Welcome to Cathy Campbell, Ana Edwards, Theresa Houck and Chloe Donovan. We also welcomed 
Janet Marks to the Children and Youth Ministry Committee, thank you Janet for helping to lead the youth 
of our church. 

The Sunday school collected $109.00 for trick or treat for UNICEF and packed sixty boxes for Operation 
Christmas Child. Congratulations to the youth of NPC for working hard to makes others lives better. Way 
to GO!!!!!! 

The Harvest dinner this year was a great success feeding over two hundred and fifty people between eat 
in dinners and take outs! Our volunteers went out of their way to help with cooking, setup, serving and 
cleanup. Many, many thanks to all who helped make this annual dinner a success. 

Treasure Island was the theme of our VBS program this year and from the start with the planning through 
the week of VBS we had a wonderful time. I shouldn’t be but am always amazed at the amount of 
volunteers who show up to help out. Thank you to everyone who participated! 

2017 was a year of revisiting the idea of summer camp for our youth. North Pres. participation at Camp 
Whitman was virtually non- existent the last four or five years. We have brought it to the forefront again 
with plenty of excitement from the kids. Summer of 2017 we had ten youth from our church attend 
summer camp and the youth mission team ( group of nine people) spent a week doing work throughout 
the community the Penn Yan / Geneva area. We are hoping to keep this relationship strong and growing 
in the coming years.  

A big thank you to Ann Motley, Glenda Solowiej, Karen Wilson, Kurt Kalweit, Bill Furnas, Ed Wilson and 
Steve Allison for volunteering their time to teach the children of North Pres. Also a big thank you to Barb 
Duryea, Karen Wilson, Liz Wilson, Linda Palmer, Mickey Vischansky , Theresa Houck, Chloe Donovan (teen 
help), Cathy Campbell, Ana Edwards (teen help), Ann Motley and Glenda Solowiej for volunteering their 
time for Wee Worship and Nursery each month. We always welcome new ideas along with new 
volunteers! 

I personally would like to thank Ann Motley (Christian Ed. Chair.), Cathy Campbell, Mickey Vischansky, Joe 
Rolls and Janet Marks for their help and insight in making the Christian Ed. Program successful. 

I would also like to reach out to the parents of our youth. In order to have a successful Children and Youth 
program it begins at home. Sunday school is only forty five minutes a week and should be just as 
important as coming and sitting through church. I can’t force your child to attend Sunday school or youth 
group but what a shame if they don’t. A lot of planning goes into insuring your child has a good learning 
experience but if parents don’t value Sunday school neither will their children. I would encourage parents 
to reinforce the importance of Sunday school and youth group in their child’s life. With joy and 
anticipation we look forward to 2018. A new year, a new beginning! 

Christ’s blessing to all! 

Deb Stamp, Director of Children and Youth Ministry 
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Finance Committee 

2017 was a financially good year for North Church.  The endowment fund finished the year at 
$2,084,062.79 after disbursements and fees of $284,760.03, and an increase in market value of 
$215,955.01.  Contribution income was up, even though membership has declined. Thank you to the 
congregation for their commitment to meeting their pledges and their generosity in giving to special 
offerings. As a church we demonstrated fiscal responsibility by spending $37,070.43 less than we had 
budgeted for 2017. The 2017 budget was once again dependent upon the endowment fund for $150,000.  
The 2018 budget includes $12,000 to help fund our continuing commitment to our mission in our food 
pantry. 

Many larger building projects were completed out of necessity rather than preventative maintenance. 
(see Building and Grounds). Stewardship campaign has separated from budget and will be presented this 
year during the weeks immediately following Easter, and will culminate on Pentecost.   

We are also exploring the opportunity for on-line giving through the NPC website (northpres.church), 
utilizing “Sharefaith” software. 

Thank you to Larry Campbell (Treasurer), Phil Carpentier, Bob Russell, Pat Richards (Financial Secretary), 
and Cindy Kalweit (Stewardship) for their input and help this past year. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Kurt J. Kalweit (Finance chair) 
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Audit Committee 
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Endowment Fund 
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Joan Barneski 

Anne Beattie 

Maxine 
Burroughs 

Ana Campbell 

Pam Caroscio 

Lynda 
Carpentier 

Marlene 
Carpentier 

Phil Carpentier 

Alyssa Corsi 

Ann Gawenus 

Sharon Hastings 

Christian 
Kalweit 

Becky Kowulich 

Lori Lee 

Ruth Lord 

Jeff Richards 

Bev Root 

Barb Russell 

Gladys Smith 

Mike Stamp 

Janet Stanton 

Sylvia Tuller 

Audrey 
Vanderhoff 

Nancy Varnum 

Mike Wheeler 

Gunner Wilcox 

Matt Wilcox 

Olivia Wilcox 

Janice Williams 

Brenna Wilson 

Ed Wilson 

If success is measured by growth, than the North Presbyterian Food Pantry continues to be very successful. 
The Food Pantry served 2,419 households – totaling 5,665 people – in 2017. That is almost a 6% increase in 
people fed. We have seen many people that are new to the area, or at least new to the pantry. We have 
served homeless people, large and small families and many older Elmirans finding it difficult to make ends 
meet. 

This mission is possible only because of the generosity of others – especially those of you at North 
Presbyterian. When our need to buy more food outstripped our resources, you came through. Monetary 
and food donations from North Presbyterian Church, First Presbyterian Church and Westside Methodist 
Church increased tremendously the last quarter of the year. Other donors included Lake Street 
Presbyterian, the Yoga class, Kindermusik, Ladies of Charity and the Boy Scout and Postal Service food 
drives. 

We also were blessed with a grant from the Presbytery of Geneva, partially matched by our own Session, 
which enabled us to buy a new industrial refrigerator and a new industrial freezer. We disposed of an aging 
refrigerator (which refused to stay cold!) and more than doubled our ability to store fresh and frozen 
products. 

Looking ahead to 2018, the North Presbyterian Session has increased our budget amount to help cover 
higher costs associated with serving more people. We will continue to depend on this congregation and 
outside supporters for about 1/3 of the funds we need to operate. We believe it’s important for North 
Presbyterian Church members to embrace this mission with their time, talents, funds and food donations. 
Thank you for your past generosity and continue to keep this worthwhile mission in your thoughts and 
prayers.  – Karen Mosteller and Pat Richards 

Thank you to our many, many volunteers: 

Food Pantry 

Misc. purchases include garden supplies, 
annual volunteer luncheon, electrical upgrade 
needed for additional refrigerator, freezer 
 
Food purchases include those from Food Bank 
and grocery stores, when needed 
 
Average monthly cost of food = $1,485 
Average monthly served = 472 people 



 28 

Keyser Lending Library 

The Keyser Library now has new furniture, shades and lighting, making it an inviting and comfortable place 
for meetings, Bible study, meditating or enjoying a good book. The more than 2,000 books have been 
cataloged and shelved (more on that later). In the course of the work, many duplicates were discovered, 
and donated to Westside Methodist Church as the basis for the new library there. 

In 2018, the large number of donated and purchased CDs also will be cataloged and shelved, and the 
children’s library upstairs will be reorganized. 

The cataloging mentioned above involved putting all the information into a website called 
Librarything.com. Now you can browse our collection, or look for a specific book that you would like to 
read. Go to librarything.com/catalog/northpres. You can search by title or author, or use the Tags feature 
to look for books matching a certain type (for example Devotionals).  

“Many hands make light work” – thanks to all those who gave their time, effort and, yes, funds to make 
the Keyser Library such a pleasant, useful corner of North Presbyterian Church. 
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Mission and Outreach Committee 

The Mission & Outreach Committee started off the year requesting and receiving Session approval for the 
special offerings taken during 2017 – One Great Hour of Sharing (Easter), Church World Services Blanket 
Sunday (Mother’s Day), Pentecost Offering (June 4th), Peace & Global Witness (World Communion 
Sunday), and the Christmas Joy Offering.  We are one of the few churches in our Presbytery that have four 
special collections for PCUSA benevolences. 

We had visits during the year from various missions we support including Border Buddies, Renovation 
House, Saving Grace Ministries and Camp Whitman. Our committee also assisted the Fellowship 
Committee with the Presbytery visit in May. 

Our Pentecost Project collected special food items for the Food Pantry to help children during the summer 
months when the school feeding programs are not available. Our Advent Project collected gifts for our shut
-ins as well as donations for the missions we sponsor.  The Christmas carolers delivered those gifts to the 
shut-ins visited that day, and the rest found helpful elves to get them to their recipients. 

North Church was the site of the ecumenical service for World Communion Sunday.  To support these new 
relationships, the former block party and Hope of Christmas/Share the Joy outreach efforts were combined 
into one Fall Festival held the day before World Communion Sunday.  The idea was to build relationships 
with other churches and celebrate Jesus – if the churches cannot unite and work together what can we 
hope for the rest of the world?  The area’s Episcopal churches joined with us to bring the best of both our 
former programs into one. We continued with school supplies and hot dogs combined with mittens/hats 
and hot cocoa!  There was chili, an outdoor inflatable, and balloon animals galore – a great time was had 
by all! At Cindy Kalweit’s invitation, the Elmira College Women’s Hockey Team assisted us at the Festival 
doing everything from working at the inflatable and games to painting faces and assisting with crafts.  Jeff 
and the Fellowship Committee (thank you for cooking for us!) invited them back (and they joined us!) for 
dinner the following Wednesday. Miss Deb had a wonderful array of crafts for the kids to do as well as 
adorable pumpkins to paint. Lots of happy faces that day! 

The committee helped the food pantry in 2017 with its support of a grant from the Presbytery to assist 
with the purchase of a new refrigerator and to make some necessary electrical upgrades in the pantry. NPC 
Mission funding was also used towards the project. 

From our recent mission study, we learned that the primary thing the community equates North Church 
with is our food pantry.  It is a huge outreach, but it is really not a part of North Church. The church 
provides space and takes care of the utilities.  Most of the volunteers are North members, but other than 
some dollars from the mission and outreach committee ($2400), it has no place in the church budget. 
Therefore, the Mission and Outreach Committee allocated additional funding in the 2018 budget (new 
total of $12,000) for the food pantry; we hope that meets with the approval of the congregation. If you 
have any concerns, please let us know. Thank you. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Linda Palmer, Chair 
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Nominating Committee 
 

Board of Session 
Persons to be elected to the class of 2021 are presented in bold print: 

 

Cindy Kalweit, Clerk of Session 
Larry Campbell, Treasurer │ Pat Richards Assistant Treasurer 

Rev. David Preisendanz, Moderator 
 

Committee Assignments 
Bill Furnas Buildings and Grounds Committee 
Barb Duryea Communications and Technology Committee 
Bobbi Furnas Congregational Life Committee 
Ann Motley Education Committee 
Kurt Kalweit Finance Committee 
Linda Palmer Mission & Outreach Committee 
Linda Robinson Nominating Committee 
Joel Robinson Staff Relations Committee 
Suzie Hoskins Worship & Music Committee 

 
Congregational Nominating Committee (members at large) 

Anne Beattie, Pam Caroscio, Ed Patno, Glenda Solowiej 
 

Audit Committee 
Class of 2020: Joel Robinson 

Class of 2019: Janice Williams 
 
Respectfully submitted by Nominating Committee: 

Linda Robinson, Chair 

Anne Beattie, Pam Caroscio, Ed Patno 

Class of 2019 Class of 2020 Class of 2021 

Linda Palmer Suzie Hoskins Bill Furnas 

Linda Robinson Bobbi Furnas Ann Motley 

Joel Robinson Kurt Kalweit Barb Duryea 
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Staff Relations Committee 

The staff relations committee met with the head of staff and reviewed issues of concern during the year. 
Committee members also provided the budget committee with salary recommendations for the 2018 
budget.  

Joel Robinson chair, Bobbi Furnas, Dick Gawenus, Janice Williams and Larry Campbell members. 

Personal Needs Committee 

During 2017, $200 in Tops gift cards (some $10, some $25) were dispersed to a dozen folks for diapers, 
paper products, personal hygiene products, food, and gasoline. A total of $120 was paid on behalf of 
three customers of the Elmira Water Board and one customer of NYSEG ($30 maximum per request). 
Referrals are made by the Samaritan Center and other agencies, by members, and by word of mouth that 
assistance is available. A person is only able to receive help once during each twelve month period. 
Heather Flandreau, the Church Administrator, is invaluable in fielding the many calls for help.  Becky 
Kowulich and I (the members of the Personal Needs Committee) extend to her our deepest appreciation! 

Respectfully submitted, 

Linda Palmer 
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Worship & Music Committee 

W/M is responsible for ensuring that many tasks are handled quietly and behind the scenes, to make 
your worship experience as meaningful as possible. This includes hanging banners appropriate for the 
liturgical season; decorating the sanctuary for Christmas and Easter; Communion servers trained and 
signed up ahead of time, while assuring that the elements are prepared and cleaned up afterwards; 
Technology volunteers every week, who are trained and can handle the hiccups of our system; Usher 
Teams, trained and scheduled every week; Chancel flowers (including lilies and poinsettias) ordered, 
donors encouraged. 

Special thanks to the people who organize and coordinate within the W/M Committee - 
Phil and Lynda Carpentier (Ushers) 
Maxine Burroughs (Flowers) 
Jeff Richards/George Batrowny (Communion)  
Tech Booth Volunteers   

Special thanks to the ushers for assuring that the candles are filled with oil and lit every service, taking 
care of the Meet Your Neighbor Pads before and after the service, thanks to the many hands who 
plugged in all our Christmas décor during the season. So many helping hands working quietly, serving all 
who enter here to worship our Lord. 

We are very blessed to have quality music within our Church, led by a very talented Paul Holland, Music 
Director. Under his leadership, we have the Chancel Choir, Praise Band, and the Welch Memorial 
Handbell Choir. Additionally, the Good News Singers are in their 2nd year (directed by Suzie Hoskins). 
Our worship is blessed to have the wonderful skills of Barb Mosher at the piano and organ every week, 
and for her offerings of beautiful music before, during, and after worship. 

W/M coordinates with CL/Fellowship Committee on special events during the year, such as Hanging of 
the Greens (November) and Worship in the Park (August). 

We were able to recommit to our Baptismal Vows in January. Many Committees and individuals came 
together to provide a wonderful opportunity to worship with brothers and sisters in Christ from various 
areas of our community for the Ecumenical Service held here at NPC for World Communion Sunday 
10/1/17. 

Worship and Music Committee: 
Pam Caroscio, Becky Kowulich, Jim Mosher-members  
Paul Holland, Barb Mosher, Dave Preisendanz-Ex Officio  
Suzie Hoskins, Chairperson 
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One Hundred and Twenty-Second Annual Meeting  

of the Congregation and Corporation  

of the North Presbyterian Church  

January 29, 2017 

The Annual Meeting of North Presbyterian Church (NPC) was called to order at 11:30 a.m. with prayer led 
by Rev. David Preisendanz.  

The Clerk determined that a quorum of the membership was present. 

The agenda was approved on the motion by Annie LeFevre, seconded by Suzie Hoskins.  Motion carried.  

Motion to waive the reading of the minutes of the 121st Annual meeting (approved by Session on 
February 23, 2016) was made by Bob Russell, seconded by Wendy Swatling.  Motion carried.  

Celebration of our ministry together:   Rev. Preisendanz asked people to share specific ministries, 
events, or celebrations from 2016 that they are thankful for and/or what they are looking forward to in 
the year to come.  We are thankful for :   an installed pastor, fellowship opportunities, new members, 
children, music, NPC Food Pantry, VBS, mission trip, youth leaders, growing Bible studies, increase in 
pledges for 2017.  Some of the things we are looking forward to include:  continued growth, new 
opportunities to serve our community, learning new ways to love each other when we face difficult 
issues, a decision on the use of the Manse.   This time of celebration was concluded by the singing of the 
Doxology.  

Marlene Carpentier thanked everyone for their continued support of the food pantry over the years and 
for the generous gift to the pantry in her honor upon her retirement as administrator.   She said that 
working at the food pantry has really changed her life and her outlook.  Karen Mosteller thanked Marlene 
for 30 years of service to the NPC food pantry, during which the pantry grew from a small closet feeding 3
-5 families a week to its current location, feeding more than 5,000 people in 2016.  During Marlene’s 
tenure as administrator, she fully supported the idea of the Pantry Patch, where she spent many hours 
weeding, and watched it grow into the fruitful ministry it is today.  Marlene will continue to volunteer at 
the food pantry once a week.  Karen Mosteller and Pat Richards will take over the administrative duties.   

Report of the Pastor:  Rev. Preisendanz encouraged everyone to read his written report.  He reiterated 
how blessed he feels to have been called to serve NPC.  He feels that we are on a good track to do good 
work together in the future.  He noted that his door is always open, and asked that people contact him 
directly if they should have any concerns or questions regarding his ministry so that issues can be worked 
out together. 

Presentation of the 2017 Budget:  Elder Richard Gawenus thanked Bob Russell, Phil Carpentier, Patricia 
Richards, and Larry Campbell for their help with the 2107 Stewardship Campaign and in preparing the 
2017 Budget.  Pledges for 2017 came in $20,000 over what was budgeted.   Elder Gawenus pointed out 
that a large factor in total income is the endowment fund.  In 2016 the endowment fund grew by $60,000 
after disbursements and fees.  He pointed that the financial markets will determine the fund’s 
performance for 2017.   
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Presentation and Approval of Terms of 2017 Pastoral Call:  Rev. Preisendanz appointed Elder Joel 
Robinson, Chair of Staff Relations as Moderator pro-tem for this portion of the meeting.  Rev. Preisendanz 
noted that he met with the Staff Relations committee and he finds the Terms of Call for 2017 acceptable.   
Before leaving the room, Rev. Preisendanz asked if anyone had any questions for him regarding the Terms 
of Call.  The Moderator pro-tem stated that the Staff Relations committee, Session and the Pastor have all 
agreed that the Terms of Call for 2017 should include a 3% increase in salary, which will take effect on 
June 1, 2017, the one-year anniversary of Rev. Preisendanz arrival at NPC.  This raise is in line with what 
other staff received for 2017.  Beginning in 2018, increases in salary for the pastor will take effect on 
January 1.  

Motion to approve the terms of 2017 pastoral call was made by Jeff Richards, seconded by Suzie Hoskins.  
Motion carried. 

Rev. Preisendanz returned and resumed as Moderator of the meeting. 

Election of Elders and Congregational Nominating Committee (members at large):   Elder Linda 
Robinson presented the following slate of Elders and members at large for the Congregational 
Nominating Committee as recommended by the Nominating Committee: 

Session Class of 2020: 
Suzie Hoskins – Worship and Music 
Bobbi Furnas – Congregational Life/Deacons 
Kurt Kalweit – Finance 

There were no nominations from the floor 

Congregational Nominating Committee (members at large): 
Anne Beattie, Pam Caroscio, Ed Patno, Audrey Vanderhoff 

Audit Committee: 
Class of 2018 – Joel Robinson 
Class of 2019 – Janice Williams 

There were no nominations from the floor.   

Motion was made by Linda Robinson to close the nominations and to approve the slate as presented in 
one motion.  Davey Ostrander seconded the motion.  Motion carried.  

Installation of Elders (all have been previously ordained) will take place during the February 19, 2017 
Worship Service. 

Motion to allow Session to approve the minutes of the Annual Meeting at the February 20, 2017 Stated 
Session meeting was made by Joel Robinson, seconded by Davey Ostrander.  Motion carried.   

Motion to adjourn following the singing of the hymn was made by Kurt Kalweit, seconded by Richard 
Gawenus.  Motion carried. 

A moment of silence was observed for members deceased since the last annual meeting and for those 
who were associated with North Presbyterian Church although not members.   

In praise and thanksgiving the congregation sang verses 1 & 3 of the hymn “For All the Saints”. 
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The meeting was closed in prayer (responsive) and Rev. Preisendanz offered a Benediction.  Meeting 
adjourned at 12:10 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Cynthia G. Kalweit, Clerk of Session 
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Children & Youth Sunday 

Hanging of the Greens 

Operation Christmas Child 

Fall Festival 

Food Pantry Luncheon 

EC Grad Farewell 

SonTreasure Island VBS 

Presbytery Meeting 

Christmas Eve Family Service 

Pantry Patch Garden 


