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In Loving Memory 

North Presbyterian Church Members: 

Eleanora “Ella” Koehler 

Joyce E. Waite 

Ruth Thomas* 

Diane Green* 

Doris J. “DJ” Woodford* 

Owen H. Jones* 

Anita M. Cook* 

Bruce Flaherty 

Friends of North Presbyterian Church: 

Lorraine Terry 

Ralph Hoskins 
* Ruling Elder 
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NORTH PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH ANNUAL REPORT OF THE TRANSITIONAL PASTOR 
THE REV. DR. CHERYL ANN ELFOND 
January 24, 2016 

There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to the one hope of your calling, one Lord, one 
faith, one baptism, one God and Father of us all, who is above all and through all and in all.   
Ephesians 4:4-6 

It has been a privilege serving with you in ministry these past 10 months.   I have been blessed by the 
spiritual depth, rich diversity, constant faithfulness, and openness to seek God’s best for North 
Presbyterian Church that I have found present among you!  Transitional Pastors have a unique role to be 
both “Insiders” and “Outsiders.”  That is, as Pastor to the congregation, we are part of the congregational 
system but as coaches or transitional leaders, we are to maintain a stance of looking at the congregational 
system from the outside so that we may have fresh perspectives on dynamics of congregational life.  Every 
month, in the Pastor’s report to the Session, I include a section of “on-going impressions.”  The list grows 
each month as I add new impressions based on my experience.  I share these on-going impressions with 
the congregation so that you might see how an inside/outsider sees the congregation over time as she 
gets better acquainted with the church.  In some cases, areas to be worked on were lifted up in these 
impressions. 

ON-GOING IMPRESSIONS: April 2015 – January 2016 
 Wonderful and gifted leadership and staff (April 2015) 
 Difficult last several years – wearing on congregation and staff  (April 2015) 
 This is a time for affirmation of God’s love and resting in God’s love and joy  (April 2015) 
 North Presbyterian is a compassionate church with a big heart for mission (May 2015) 
 Things are not the way they used to be and NPC is not what NPC used to be (May 2015) 
 The size of NPC has changed and the standard operating procedures and structure no longer serve to 

support and undergird the ministry, rather they appear to be burdensome (11 committees of session 
for example).  Structure serves us in our ministry and oftentimes, we end up serving the structure.  
(June 2015) 

 There are a lot of pastoral care needs at North Presbyterian Church.  The Deacons have an important 
and essential ministry that is not as visible (June 2015) 

 NPC is a generous and gracious church that seeks to serve others.  Leaders and members take 
seriously the individual call to discipleship and mission. This is powerful and warms the heart of a 
pastor.  At the same time, there does not seem to be a common vision holding all of the various 
activities together.  The ministry appears to lack focus.  For example, if someone asks to receive 
something from NPC or to do something, the natural desire is to respond in the affirmative because of 
the generous spirit of NPC.  But, what discernment goes into this decision?  What overall direction and 
goals has the session put in place to guide such discernment?   (September 2015) 

 NPC is an open and welcoming community.  There appears to be a culture in which leadership wants 
to please everyone and also tries not to offend anyone.  In trying to please everyone, it can be hard to 
lead and to make difficult decisions and choices. (October 2015) 
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 NPC will be addressing financial constraints as there have been numerous deaths as well as major life 
transitions for several members and 2016 pledges may not be at the level of previous years.  Also, the 
Endowment fund has not experienced a good rate of return year- to- date.  Additionally, NPC like all 
other organizations (including churches) has experienced decline; this dynamic calls for change in 
focus, structure and operations.  Anxiety will be present but it need not rule the day.  The Session as 
leaders of the congregation has the opportunity to lead with grace and skill during a potentially anxious 
time.  (November 2015) 

 The Session Leadership has the capacity to be responsive to new ideas and open to new ways of 
helping the congregation get “unstuck.” (December 2015) 

 Many members/friends have investment in and commitment to the ministry of NPC which is a 
strength; on the other hand, sometimes individual preferences may be strong and prevent members/
friends from being open to other ideas/ways of doing things. (January 2016) 

The role of the Pastor is complex!  Key to carrying out this role is having certain gifts and strengths which 
include personal spiritual formation and knowledge in a host of areas (Bible, Theology, History, Worship, 
Preaching, Polity, Leadership, Pastoral Care and Counseling, Teaching, and Administration).  Planning and 
flexibility appear to be opposite in nature but are necessary approaches to the pastoral ministry.  Having a 
good sense of humor also helps!  Below is a summary of some of the key areas of ministry.  They are all 
interconnected in some way.  Please keep this in mind as you prepare to welcome your next installed 
Pastor. 

WORSHIP 
Worship is the core responsibility of the Pastor.  Pastors spend untold hours preparing the themes and 
bulletins for worship, writing sermons and prayers, and planning with others who have a role in worship 
such as music staff.  It is my joy to have Paul Holland as a colleague and partner in planning worship.  Our 
weekly time of music coordination is a creative time of visioning and collaboration.   

Worship is not a spectator activity and as Pastor, I am working to include more leadership as well as more 
participation from the congregation. 

Worship is the foundation of any community of faith.  NPC is blessed with gifted persons who serve as 
worship assistants, liturgists, ushers, greeters, tech booth attendants, and with those who serve in the 
music ministry of the church.  Barb Mosher is an excellent organist and pianist and a huge asset to NPC.  
The preludes and postludes she offers every Sunday give the congregation an opportunity to enter God’s 
presence for worship and to go out for God’s service at the conclusion of worship.  In addition to all of the 
visible leaders, there are untold persons doing things behind the scenes too many to list.  Linda Buice 
prepares weekly power points so that the bulletin including announcements are projected for the 
convenience of the worshipping congregation.  Many thanks to all who are involved in any aspect of 
worship. 
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PASTORAL CARE 
One of NPC’s greatest strengths is the ministry of the Deacons.  With a large elderly population, it is of 
tremendous support to a congregation and its pastor to have such a vital ministry.  Thank you to all of the 
Deacons and a special thank you to Audrey Vanderhoff who leads the Deacons in their ministry.  At this 
time in the life of NPC, pastoral care requires a significant amount of time from the Pastor whether it be 
meeting with individuals or families to provide spiritual care, visiting in the hospital or home, or conducting 
funerals.  In the past 10 months, there have been 8 deaths of members and 2 deaths of friends. 

SPIRITUAL FORMATION AND TEACHING 
Providing leadership in spiritual formation and teaching is an important role of the Pastor and it is 
integrated into all that the Pastor does in worship and in working with committees and staff.  There are 
times when the Pastor may teach specific classes or lead a workshop or forum.  I have led 3 Forums (one 
with the Session) and 1 retreat.  I have worked with individual youth to prepare them for reading Scripture 
in the worship service.  At the request of the Session, I will begin teaching a Confirmation Class.  NPC is 
blessed to have the gifts and faithfulness of its Director of Children and Youth, Deb Stamp.  Deb and I work 
together in the visioning area of the educational ministry.  Deb has prayerfully cared for the Youth of NPC 
and gives of herself above and beyond the call of duty to ensure that the Youth have every opportunity to 
grow in their love and knowledge of God. 

LEADERSHIP 
Pastors provide leadership in a variety of ways; first and foremost, the Pastor’s role is to equip others for 
ministry.  The Pastor also helps the congregation focus its vision and engage in prayerful discernment and 
decision-making as it carries out its ministry in Christ’s name.  In particular, the Pastor supports the ministry 
of the Session and the Staff.  Both the Session and the Staff Leadership Teams meet monthly and engage in 
on-going learning and leadership development.  The topics for learning that we have engaged include:  
Discernment and Decision Making, Hospitality as a Spiritual Discipline, Appreciative Inquiry, Church Size 
Theory, and Communication.  Since September, we have been studying the best practices of Healthy 
Congregations.  Every congregation needs to focus on maintaining its health and these studies are like 
immunization shots and physicals.  They give us an opportunity to look at our way of functioning and 
celebrate those aspects of strength while confronting any areas of weakness or address patterns that may 
have developed that do not serve to build up the body of Christ at North Presbyterian Church.  In the area 
of Healthy Congregations, we focused on the following: 
 Healthy Congregations Focus on Mission 
 Self-Differentiated Leadership 
 Healthy Congregations Respond to Anxiety 
 Healthy Congregations Manage Conflict 
 The 7 Habits of Health Promoting Church Leaders 
 Healthy Congregations Act Flexibly and Creatively 
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ADMINISTRATION 
Administration is something we all do because it undergirds and provides support.  In a church the size of 
NPC and with a staff team to support and coordinate, the Pastor spends a fair amount of time doing 
administration.  At the same time, the Pastor is constantly recalculating priorities based on Pastoral Care or 
other emergencies that may arise.  Supporting the role of the Pastor administratively is an extremely 
capable Office Administrator.  Thank you to Heather Flandreau for your partnership, support, and passion 
for giving of your talents.    Your Church Sexton cares deeply about the building and grounds of NPC.  He 
sees the vital connection between the building and caring for people.  Thank you to Davey Ostrander for 
your dedication and commitment to this part of the ministry of NPC.  NPC is blessed to have Larry Campbell 
as its Treasurer.  Larry brings the gift of extensive financial and administrative knowledge and the heart of a 
servant to his work.  Thank you for the countless hours you have given to this ministry.  Serving alongside 
Larry is Pat Richards who assisted as a volunteer in the finance office and then came on board as a staff 
member.  Pat's attention to detail and team spirit are a great asset to the staff team.  Thank you for all that 
you do. 

Many thanks to all who have served and continue to serve in so many ways and who are too numerous to 
mention individually. 

PASTORS AND CONGREGATIONS 
Pastors and Congregations serve together in a mutual relationship.  The quality of the relationships and 
communication among members and the quality of the pastor-congregation relationship requires constant 
nurturing and prayer.  Churches are like families and we can develop habits of familiarity and take people 
for granted.  As you prepare to welcome a new installed Pastor, I encourage you to remember that 
communication requires our ongoing attention.  To that end, I am sharing a reprint of an article from the 
June 2015 North Star on communication. 

Please consider the following top 10 best practices for communication in congregations: 
1. Assumptions are assumptions and not facts!  It is helpful to check with others to see if our hunches or 

assumptions are correct before ascribing validity to them.  Healthy and helpful communication is a two-
way street and it is helpful to check out our understanding of things to build understanding. 

2. It is not possible for one person to determine the motives of another person and to try to do so is 
destructive to relationships. 

3. Talking about another person is also counterproductive.  Healthy communication is direct, open, and 
involves listening as well as speaking.  If there is something we need to say to another person, we need 
to say it to that person and refrain from speaking about that person to others. 

4. When committees meet (including Session and Trustees), the members are present to discern God’s 
best for the congregation and every member needs to be heard.  The foundation of working together is 
to come with an open mind and heart to what God might be saying and not to bring our personal 
agendas to the meeting. 

5. Complaining is draining and leads nowhere.  Complaining does not build up oneself spiritually and it 
serves to tear down the body of Christ.  Practicing gratitude and speaking the truth in love on the other 
hand, build up the individual and the community. 
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6. If you leave items for church leaders or one of the staff members, please provide clear information and 
your name.  If your committee or group needs administrative assistance with your work, please make 
sure that the committee or group chair sends your request to the church administrator.  This 
eliminates confusion and helps streamline communication. 

7. Assume the best in others.  If for some reason, you are moving in a direction and are redirected to 
work through a committee, don’t take it personally.  It is all part of getting communication in sync and 
it is not a personal affront on you. 

8. Please honor deadlines for inclusion of information in the bulletins or newsletters or other projects.  
Deadlines help everyone manage their time as well as their stress. 

9. Remember, there is no such thing as over-communication!  Make sure all involved in committee work 
know what is going on and that all who need to know something find out in a timely manner.   

10. God is working God’s purposes out in North Presbyterian Church and you are a part of that.  Look for 
and enjoy the gracious love of God made known to us through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Let us extend 
that love and grace to one another and practice forgiveness and forbearance when we make mistakes 
in our communication. 

Grace and peace, 

 
 

The Rev. Dr. Cheryl Ann Elfond 
Transitional Pastor 
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NPC Active Membership Roll Statistics 

Membership as of 12/31/2014 167 

Removal by Transfer 
Karen Moshier, June 15, 2015 to Twin Tiers EPC, Big Flats, NY 
Robert Michalko, December 21, 2015 to First Presbyterian Church of Wilmington, NC 
Cherie Michalko, December 21, 2015 to First Presbyterian Church of Wilmington, NC 

YTD removals 34 

Additions 
Kyle Potter, October 19, 2015 
Constance Apeadu, October 19, 2015 
Michaela Johnson, October 19, 2015 
Lori Lee, December 21, 2015 
John Lee, December 21,2015 

YTD additions 5 

Membership as of 12/31/2015 138 

Removal by Death 
Eleanora “Ella” Koehler, March 7, 2015 
Joyce E. Waite, May 20, 2015 
Ruth Thomas, June 24, 2015 
Diane Green, August 29, 2015 
Doris J. “DJ” Woodford, September 6, 2015 
Owen H. Jones, September 11, 2015 
Anita M. Cook, September 20, 2015 
Bruce Flaherty, October 28, 2015 

Removal by Session Action 
Kelly Batrowny, December 21, 2015 
Andrew Carpentier, December 21, 2015 
Rebeka Drake, December 21, 2015 
Joseph Koczan, December 21, 2015 
Patricia Koczan, December 21, 2015 
Kaylin Ripley, December 21, 2015 
Elton Magaw, December 21, 2015 
Marjorie Magaw, December 21, 2015 
Robin Oakes, December 21, 2015 

Moved to Associate Membership Roll: 
Lindsey Batrowny, December 21, 2015 
Robert Emanuel, December 21, 2015 
Susan Emanuel, December 21, 2015 
Peggy Hadlock, December 21, 2015 
Todd Hadlock, December 21, 2015 
Anthony Hicks, December 21, 2015 
Gail Hicks, December 21, 2015 
Gary Mosher, December 21, 2015 
Brian Mosher, December 21, 2015 
Helen Scollon, December 21, 2015 
Brian Tebin, December 21, 2015 
Rhonda Tebin, December 21, 2015 
Nelson van den Blink, December 21, 2015 
Constance Apeadu, December 21, 2015 
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Adult Education 

The Adult Education committee is committed to providing educational and insightful studies and Forums 
covering a variety of topics. The committee invites all adults to take part in Adult Education opportunities.  
Committee members are:  Pam Caroscio and Cindy Kalweit.  If you are interested in serving on the 
committee please speak to Cindy Kalweit or Pastor Elfond.  Special thanks to Pastor Cheryl Ann for her 
guidance and support during 2015. 

Pam Caroscio and Annie LeFevre led 6 sessions from the DVD series “That the World May Know – Fire on 
the Mountain.”  Cindy Kalweit led a Lenten study entitled “Who is this Man?”  Linda Buice graciously 
donated the DVD and workbooks for the Max Lucado series entitled “GRACE”.  Four of the sessions were 
completed in 2015 and we will continue the series after Lent in 2016.  

Sunday Morning Forum 

In 2015 the Adult Education committee hosted a number of informative and insightful Forums.  They 
included:  Border Buddies, Renovation House, I Thirst International, Elmira College President, Dr. Ronald 
Champagne, Chemung Canal – Wills and Trusts,  as well as two Forums led by Pastor Elfond:  In Joy and In 
Hope and Around the World Part 1.  The committee welcomes suggestions for Forum topics from the 
congregation. 

Bible Study Opportunities 

Three Bible Study groups continued to meet throughout 2015.  The Wednesday noon-time group 
completed the study of 1 Corinthians and is currently studying Galatians.  Men’s Bible Study completed 
the series “If You Want to Walk on Water You Have to Get Out of the Boat”.  They are currently studying 
“The Gospel in Life”.   Women’s Bible Study completed “What Love Is…The Letters of 1,2, & 3 John”.  They 
are currently studying “Breath, The Life of God in Us”.  The Women are currently meeting on Tuesday 
evenings at 6:30 PM in the Keyser Library.  The Men are meeting on Tuesday evenings @ 7:00 in the 
Edmunds Room. 
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Children and Youth Ministry 

The children's ministry committee is one committee that, at times, functions as two. This dedicated group is 
responsible for activities that involve the younger Christians and often involves the older ones as well. The 
two groups work together for the betterment of all the "North" young people from pre-k through high 
school age. 

 All had a great time during Vacation Bible School week. Many children from all areas were given a good 
supper and learned about Jesus' life. The mission during the week was the North church food pantry. 
Many canned goods were collected for those in need. 

 The Sunday School Teachers have done a great job once again. The teachers work very hard to make 
their environment fun and full of knowledge. Glenda Solowiej and Ann motley enjoy their cute young 
'uns in the pre-k - 2nd grade class. While Karen Wilson always has an inventive and imaginative lesson 
for the 3rd - 5th graders on Sunday morning. And Mary Ruth Ostrander does a very good job keeping 
her "older" Christians focused and away from the air hockey game unless given permission.  

 Families and students both helped with the Children and Youth Sunday service in June of this past year. 
To be responsible for an entire worship service is quite a responsibility. However, everyone works 
together and it is always a success.  

 The fall activities include the UNICEF collection. This past October $157.69 was collected by the young 
people.  And in November the children and the youth, along with the adults, filled and wrapped 
approximately 40 shoe boxes as well as helped to decorate the sanctuary  

 The Christmas Eve Family Service is one of the highlights of the year. The story of Jesus' birth as well as 
all the little animals are hard to resist.  

I would like to thank all the parents and children who have been involved and those who have supported 
these wonderful programs. And I would also like to thank this small but dedicated committee for all of their 
hard work 

Children and Youth Committee Sunday School Teachers 
Cathy Campbell G. Solowiej & A. Motley 
Joe Rolls Karen Wilson 
Mickey Vischansky Mary Ruth Ostrander 
Deb Stamp 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Ann Motley 
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Director of Children & Youth Ministry Annual Report 

The year 2015 has been an exciting year of growth and changes among the youth of our church. Our youth 
group has grown from Jr high to Jr. high / Sr. high. It has also grown from four kids to eight, sometimes 
nine which is exciting. It’s nice to see the close bond that is forming with all of them. 

We in Christian and Youth Ministry have made some changes this year and we have had good feedback 
from those changes already implemented. V.B.S. was changed from June to August with great success and 
Children and Youth Sunday will be in May this year, a month earlier than usual but it gives the children a 
chance to focus more since review for school tests start the first of June. We wanted to free up the first 
part of summer for the kids in late June and early July. Then it’s finalizing our plans for the group mission 
trip and working on Vacation bible school. 

We have a large group of little ones working their way up. Most are in Sunday school and are loving it! 
After a lengthy discussion with Pastor Cheryl Ann we are encouraging the children ( all ages ) to come 
down for the Children and Youth message. The older children act as leaders for the younger ones and 
some of the little ones who are shy will follow the older ones they are familiar with. 

We will begin fundraising for the intergenerational group mission trip, planning for the trip and selecting a 
VBS theme for 2016 in the upcoming months. The harvest dinner put on by Youth Ministry brought in 
almost $1500.00 which will go toward the cost of the 2016 Group mission trip. 

We look forward to an exciting and productive year ahead. 

 

Blessings in Christ, 

Deborah Stamp 

Director of Children and Youth Ministry 
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Board of Deacons 

Responsibilities 

The Board of Deacons, under the supervision of Session, minister to those who are in need, to the sick, 
to the friendless, and to any who may be in distress both within and beyond the community of faith. 

1. Visit homebound members of the congregation on a regular basis and serve as a primary pastoral 
caregiver of these persons.  
a. Listen to the stories, needs, and concerns of these persons; 
b. Prayer with an for these individuals; 
c. Bring news of other Church members, special and/or new church programs, etc.; 
d. Alert the Church Administrator of anyone who should be added to the mailing list to receive a 

North Star each month; 
e. Send cards, etc. to those who live too far distant for regular visits; 
f. Sending flowers to those who have lost a loved one in the congregation; 

2. Coordinate a program for elders and deacons to serve communion to homebound members in their 
place or residence at least one each year [as provided by the Book of Order] 

3. Obtain transportation, where possible, for those able to attend worship and/or church events but 
lack transportation. 

4. Coordinate a program for delivery of flowers used in worship to those who are hospitalized, 
homebound, and/or who need visible symbol of the love of God and of the congregation. 

5. We also through the congregation and deacons, send flowers to Families that have lost a loved one.  
There are times that instead of flowers, in honoring the request to make a contribution to the 
organization of their choice.  

6. When asked by the pastor, assist with visitation of hospitalized members. 

7. Notify the Pastor of those in the congregation who may be going through personal and/or family 
crisis and would appreciate a pastoral call. 

8. Review the Active and Associate member rolls of the congregation on an annual basis. 
a. Contact those who have become less active to encourage more active participation; 
b. Encourage those who have moved from the area to affiliate with another Christian congregation 

in their area and transfer their membership; 
c. Make recommendations to Session regarding placing persons on the Associate membership list 

and deleting members from the Active Membership roll; 

9. The Deacons have a responsibility to provide receptions for weddings as well as funerals.  

It was a difficult year loosing DJ Woodford, Ruth Thomas, Diane Green, Eleanor Kohler, Bruce Flaherty, 
and Mary Lou and Owen Jones.  These individuals were always delighted when the Deacons came to 
visit.  It was a day filled with sadness when we lost them.  Our home bound had a nice Christmas surprise 
thanks to the Mission Committee who suggested giving a gift basket.  The Deacons along with the 
Caroler’s delivered their gifts in addition to Christmas cards.  I received some calls on how surprised and 
delighted they were to receive the gift basket.  I’m hopeful that this can become a tradition at North 
Presbyterian Church as it does lift spirits during a season that can be very depressing to some. 
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I want to thank Lori and John Lee for the donation of a Christmas tree as it truly was a blessing to someone 
who didn’t have one.  I also would like to thank Vicki Balon and her husband who provided a Christmas 
dinner to a well-deserved family.  Lori & Vicki are daughters of Doris Ernest. 

I would like to commend the Board of Deacons and Phil Carpentier for the help on reviewing the Active 
and Associate rolls.  Although, this was a difficult job it was well done. 

We also assisted a family within the Congregation through the Congregational Fund to make their 
Christmas a better one.  Please continue to donate to the Congregational Care Fund. 

Currently there are seven homebound that we visit and seven we keep in touch with in which two of them 
are out of town. 

I want to thank each of the Deacon’s as they do a wonderful caring job and go above and beyond.  Just 
visiting our homebound is a blessing. The Board of Deacons consist of: 

 Ann Gawenus 
 Chris Miller 
 Annie LeFevre 
 Maxine Burroughs 
 Pam Caroscio 
 Sheryl Patno 
 Bobbi Furnas 

You may contact any one of the Deacon’s if you have a concern or suggestion. 

I would like to thank Karen Mosteller, Ruth Lord, and Tim Allison as they have served their term as a 
Deacon.  Regardless you will always be a Deacon and we will miss you.  Tim has served on the Board for six 
years in which he accepted a consecutive term when he was needed the most.  Welcome Anne Beattie and 
Joe Dicinti, thank you for accepting Gods calling. 

Many Blessings & Happy New Year, 

Audrey Vanderhoff 

Moderator of Deacons  
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Fellowship Committee 

January 
First Wednesday Dinner was delayed one week due to bitterly cold weather. However, the next 
Wednesday was much better and we entertained about 60 people with a meatloaf dinner prepared by 
Glenda and Ann, accompanied by baked potatoes, sour cream and butter, peas and carrots as well as 
tossed salad with cucumbers, tomatoes and sweet bell peppers. Several desserts were served with 
coffee and iced tea. 
Men’s breakfast was treat with bacon and fried eggs done on the grill and cooked to order accompanied 
by French toast, orange slices, fruit juice and coffee. We discussed the ongoing search for a temporary 
pastor and the upcoming Shrove Tuesday dinner on February 17, which will serve as our First 
Wednesday dinner that month.  

April 
We had a very successful Fellowship dinner on April 8 during which The Rev. Dr. Cheryl Ann Elfond was 
welcomed as our Transitional Pastor. About 60 people joined us for baked ham, scalloped potatoes, 
tossed salad, baked beans, lemonade and coffee. For dessert we had a decorated cake welcoming 
Cheryl Ann as well as Apple Crumble made with a recipe provided by Glenda. The apple crumble was a 
big hit with a few people even asking for the recipe. It was a great way to repurpose the left over apple 
topping we had made, from scratch, for Shrove Tuesday dinner.  

August 
The Music and Worship and Fellowship committees combined efforts to offer a wonderful worship 
service and picnic for in Grove Park on August 16th. The pavilion afforded nice shade in an open-air 
environment for the service attended by 58 people. That was followed by a dish to pass picnic with hot 
dogs and hamburgers provided by the Fellowship committee. There was plenty of food provided by the 
many great dishes offered by members of the congregation . The beautiful sunny day was just what we 
were hoping for to celebrate the church service in the park. We hope to use the same site next year 
with the venue being centrally located, plenty of parking and rest rooms immediately available.  

September 
The September Wednesday fellowship dinner was an overwhelming success as approximately 70 
participants enjoyed a BBQ chicken dinner with corn on the cob, salt potatoes and baked beans. Coffee 
and lemonade was served with the meal that was topped off with cake and ice cream as we celebrated 
Pastor Cheryl Ann’s birthday a few days early.  

Men’s Breakfast was attended by 7 members of the congregation as we enjoyed bacon and Scrambled 
eggs with cheese, pancakes, cranberry juice and bananas. As usual, Tim and Steve Allison made the 
coffee, set up and cleaned up for the meal before it was time for us to turn our attention to the block 
party later in the day.  

November 
First Wednesday Dinner in November was a big hit with more than 60 people enjoying a pork BBQ 
dinner featuring two types of sauce, one using brown sugar and tomato, the other mustard and vinegar.  

We also had a refreshing coleslaw made by Glenda and Ann. Annie LeFevre did a great job shredding all 
33 pounds of pork shoulder for the BBQ. We served apple pie and whipped cream for dessert. With it 
getting dark so early now, it was gratifying to see so many people turn out for dinner and mid-week 
fellowship. 



15 

December 
We served more than 65 people for First Wednesday Dinner on December 2. The meal featured baked 
ham, roasted potatoes, mixed vegetables and tossed salad. Glenda and Ann baked holiday cookies as a 
special treat for dessert.  

Because of the generous support from participants throughout the year and our frugal shopping, we 
were able to present a check for $300 to the food pantry toward their expenses. 
The fellowship committee thanks those members of the congregation who helped clean up after the 
meal, which enabled us to make it to the first Advent service on time at 7 pm.  

10 people participated in Men’s breakfast on December 12, including Robert Ostrander, by far the 
youngest of the group. We enjoyed a meal of bacon, Quiche, one a blend of mozzarella and cheddar 
cheese, the other broccoli, onions and Swiss cheese, coffee, fruit juice and bananas.  

The topic for the morning was the history of “Friday”, the person taken in and cared for by a group of 
Elmira men that eventually formed the charitable group, the Arctic League, more than one hundred 
years ago. That led to other conversations about relationships, relatives and historical connections in the 
area.  

Caroling on Sunday December 13 was a real hit for the homebound we visited as well as those of us who 
made a joyful noise that evening. Eight carolers sang for individuals at both local hospitals, Flannery 
Apartments and several Elmira area homes. The most heartwarming reception we got was a stop at 
Arnot Ogden Medical Center where we sang to Joyce Jankowski. With Joyce conducting and singing along 
we could not have been more gratified with the response. Later that evening when we were back at 
church enjoying hot chocolate, cookies and other treats one of the carolers joyfully remarked that this 
was her favorite thing to do all year.  

Respectfully submitted,  

Jeff Richards 

Fellowship Committee Chair  
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Finance Committee 

The finance committee met numerous times in 2015. Committee members are: Larry Campbell 
(Treasurer), Phil Carpentier ( Stewardship), Bob Russell, and Dick Gawenus (Chair). The main items 
discussed and acted on during the year, were Stewardship 2016, North Church Budget 2016. Due to 
member transfers, and the passing of older members we reduced our estimated pledge income to 
$135,000 from $150,000 in 2015. T o date we have received $131,500 in 2016 pledges. ( Hopefully more 
later)  We continue to receive bequests from the Watkins trust which helps our cash flow. Our 2015 
Budget was pretty much on the mark with slightly higher income and slightly lower expenses for a small 
net gain to budget. 2016 remains a big question with the extreme volatility of the stock market. Overall a 
good financial year for North Church. Many thanks for your pledges in 2016. For complete financial 
details, please see Larry Campbell’s report on page 17. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Dick Gawenus (Chair) 
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Treasurer’s Annual Report 

The year 2015 had a familiar ring to it in terms of financial reporting. Our expenses were above our 
income, as anticipated. Again, transfers from the endowment fund were required to help us pay our 
ongoing expenses. 

Our income was slightly above budgeted amounts. Our expenses were under budgeted amounts. Details 
of our financial year are shown in the reports elsewhere in this document. 

Highlights of the year, in terms of financials, are: 

1. Our overall contribution income was $157,617. This includes both pledge and non-pledge 
contributions, building use monies and special offerings. The income amount was approximately 
$1,067 over the budgeted amount. 

2. Our contribution income was supplemented by a transfer from our endowment fund of $90,000. 

3. Additionally, we received a $145,510 bequest from the Dorothy Watkins Trust/Estate. Of this 
amount, $70,000 was transferred to the endowment fund and the remainder kept in our operating 
fund, reducing the need to transfer more monies from the endowment fund to the operating 
account to meet expenses. 

4. Expenses at year end totaled $306,304 compared to a budget of $309,601. 

5. Income/Expense Pass Throughs, which reflect monies collected and then remitted for special and/or 
designated purposes, are not budgeted. The total of monies coming through those categories for 
2015 was $23,710. Of this amount, $15,581 was collected for, and remitted to, our Food Pantry. 
Additionally, special offerings brought in more than $2,100. These offerings included Blanket Sunday, 
Peacemaking, Pentecost and Christmas Joy. As a congregation, receipts to offset Per Capita totaled 
$1,595 and extra donations for Missions totaled $685. 

6. Our Endowment Fund declined in value during the year. In addition to the transfers to the operating 
account and fees for Chemung Canal Trust Company, market value reflected a drop of $107,135 for 
the year. The fund started the year at $1.908 million and shows a balance of $1.828 million as of 
Dec. 31, 2015. Our investments remain conservative. The drop in market value reflects the overall 
performance of the stock market for 2015. Were our investments not as conservative as they are, 
our market value fluctuation would have been more to the downward side. 

The budget for 2016 was created in December and is presented within this document for your review. 

Pat Richards has officially joined the church staff as financial secretary. She is doing an excellent job (no, 
I did not expect less!). This has helped remove the burden of trying to complete NPC-related work while 
I am on the clock at my day job. 

As always, questions and comments are welcome. 

 Lauren J. Campbell 

 Treasurer, North Presbyterian Church 
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North Presbyterian Church Food Pantry 

2015 Financial Report 

        

        

Balance on Hand, January 1, 2015   $18,989.23 

       

        

Receipts:       

  Contributions $16,609.13   

  Interest $9.36   

  Total Receipts   $16,618.49 

        

Total Working Capital   $35,607.72 

        

Disbursements:       

  Food Bank of the Southern Tier -$17,765.30   

  Retail Food Markets $0.00   

  Operations -$65.69   

  Total Disbursements   -$17830.99 

        

        

        

Balance on Hand December 31, 2015   $17,776.73 

Another year has passed and to tell you about 2015  at North Pres Food Pantry, we will let the numbers 
explain it all.  We served 824 households, feeding 5033 people, 42,225 pounds of food came from the 
Food Bank costing $12,782.80.  Dave Ostrander unloaded all of this from the pallets.  Many pounds of 
fresh vegetables were grown for the Pantry in our garden by Pat and Jeff Richards.  3000 pounds of bread 
and baked goods were picked up at Wegmans by Phil and Lynda Carpentier.  50 pounds of bread a week 
was picked up at the Cedar Street Bread Store and a large amount from Weis were picked up by Audrey 
Vanderhoff.  Not totaled were the many pounds of food collected by our congregation, First Pres, Lake 
Pres, Westside United Methodist, and the Hand in Hand Free Methodist Church, the Yoga Group, the 
Trust Group, Postal  and Boy Scout collections.   Maxine Burroughs gave the Pantry a near new Kenmore 
refrigerator.  This is something we really needed. 

My heart full thanks to everyone who donated to North Pres Pantry and to all the volunteers who keep 
the Pantry open three days a week to serve the less fortunate in our community. 

Peg Densberger Sylvia Tuller Karen Mosteller Maxine Burroughs 
Sharon Hastings Ann Gawenus Joan Barneski Ann Beattie 
Audrey Vanderhoff Barbara Russell Pat Richards Madge Mattichak 
Beverly Root Nancy Varnum Pam Caroscio Dave Ostrander 
Annie LeFevre Becky Kowulich Janet Stanton Gladys Smith 

Marlene Carpentier 
Food Pantry Coordinator 
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Keyser Lending Library 

Not much happened for the Library in 2015.  I hope to build another set or two of shelves this year to 
expand the fiction section. 

Sylvia Tuller has done a wonderful job of re-shelving the returned books.  Thank you, Sylvia.  

Various others of you have steadily helped with the re-shelving thorough the year.  Thank you. 

I am looking for someone else to take over managing the library.  I do not have time to do it well.  You 
would be responsible for tagging and carding incoming books as well as re-shelving returned ones. You 
would also be responsible for ordering new books if we are missing any in a series and for sending out 
notices of overdue books.  Our policy is people should not keep books more than a few months. 

Please return any books you have borrowed for an extended period of time.  We don’t want to set limits, 
but I know there are books that have been out for more than a year.  If you have any of them, please bring 
them back.  If you don’t know if you have any of them, please ask. 

If anyone has any suggestions or would like to help, please let me know. 

Mary Ruth Ostrander 
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Mission Committee 
This committee works to discern where the offerings presented by a faithful and dedicated congregation 
should be invested to further the Kingdom of God as embodied by the Mission Statement for North 
Presbyterian Church.  Thank you for entrusting us with your gifts! 

Four special offerings for the PCUSA, as approved by Session, are taken during the year: 

1. One Great Hour of Sharing (Lent) $730 
2. Pentecost Offering (June) (40% local share - use to help children) $30 
3. Peacemaking Offering (October) (25% local share – use to combat violence against women) $511 
4. Christmas Joy (Sunday before Christmas) tbd 
The committee was involved in ministries, including, but not limited, to the following  through financial 
and/or personal support: 

 Church World Services Blanket Sunday (weeks leading up to Mother’s Day) $226 
 Block Party (September 12, 2015) prayer, information booth 
 Women of Faith Simulcast (October 2-3, 2015) “bookstore,” lunch, prayer 
 Hope of Christmas (December 12, 2015) mittens, hats, lemonade, cookies 
 Holiday for Homebound (Christmas angel tree) gifts from the congregation 
 Border Buddies – sponsor a student and general support (Honduras) $325 
 CSI Ministries (the Fuller’s, Kentucky) (Note - Fuller’s ended their ministry December 31st) $2,100 
 Renovation House (Tioga County, NY) $500 
 Saving Grace Ministries (Elmira, NY) $500 
 I Thirst International (Elmira Heights, NY) $50 
 Campus Ministry (including $250 for EC student to go on mission trip to Honduras) 
 NPC Food Pantry $1500 
 Community Kitchen $600 
 NPC Youth (in lieu of VBS project, paid for shipping Samaritan’s Purse shoeboxes – about $300) 
 Presbytery ($2,000), Synod ($250), and General Assembly ($250) benevolences 

The Mission Committee completed as of December 31st the assignment of staffing the prayer partners 
following worship.  This assignment, along with other responsibilities, belonged to the former PDV 
Committee, and its role has been transferred to Session. 

This work could not have been accomplished without the efforts of a very dedicated bunch of committee 
members – Joan Barneski, James Bottcher, Pamela Caroscio, Philip Carpentier, Annie LeFevre, and Nelson 
van den Blink.  I cannot thank them enough for all of their assistance! May God pour out His blessings upon 
them and our entire church family. 

Linda Palmer, Chair 

Mission Committee 

“What good is it, my brothers, if a man claims to have faith but has no deeds? Can such faith save him? 
Suppose a brother or sister is without clothes and daily food.  If one of you says to him, “Go, I wish you 
well; keep warm and well fed,“ but does nothing about his physical needs, what good is it? In the same 
way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead.”  James2:14-17 NIV 
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Nominating Committee 
 

Board of Session 
Persons to be elected to the class of 2019 are presented in bold print. 

 

 
 

Cindy Kalweit, Clerk of Session 2016-2017 
Larry Campbell, Treasurer 2016-2017 

The Rev. Dr. Cheryl Ann Elfond, Moderator 
 

Deacons 
Persons to be elected as Deacons are presented in bold print.  They will be ordained (as needed) and 
commissioned annually (or installed to the Class of 2019 if proposed changes to the bylaws fail). 
 Anne Beattie 
 Joe DiCinti 
 Bobbi Furnas 
 
We thank the following Deacons for their continued service.  They will be commissioned annually if proposed 
changes to the bylaws pass: 
 

Audrey Vanderhoff, Annie LeFevre, Chris Miller, Sheryl Patno, Maxine Burroughs, Ann Gawenus  
and Pam Caroscio 
 

Trustees 
If the proposed changes to the bylaws are approved, we are grateful for the ongoing service of the following 
persons as members of the Building and Grounds committee of Session.  If the proposed changes are not 
approved, they are presented for election to the class of 2019. 
 Joe Rolls 
 Jerry Russell 
 Ed Wilson 
 

We thank the following persons for their continued to service on either the newly created Building and 
Grounds committee or as Trustees: 
 

Steve Allison, Jim Bottcher, Laura Smith, Cheryl Allison, George Batrowny and Kurt Kalweit 
 

Congregational Nominating Committee (members-at-large to be elected) 
Anne Beattie, Dick Schornstheimer, Norma Brooks 

 

Audit Committee 
Phil Carpentier and Dick Schornstheimer 

Class of 2017 Class of 2018 Class of 2019 

Audrey Vanderhoff Ann Motley Dick Gawenus 

  Jeff Richards Linda Palmer 

  Joel Robinson Linda Robinson 

    Annette Stevens 

    Mickey Vischansky 
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Outreach Committee 

Members:  Kyle Potter, Linda Palmer, Deb Stamp, Cindy Kalweit.  Special thanks to Pastor Cheryl Ann for all 
of her support and guidance. 

It was a big loss to the committee when Cherie (Chair of the Committee) and Bob Michalko moved to 
Wilmington, NC.  Cherie was instrumental in creating a warm and welcoming atmosphere in our Narthex.  
It is so nice to see young and old alike utilizing the “comfy corner” on Sunday mornings.  Anyone walking 
through the front doors immediately feels welcome and at home at NPC due to Cherie’s vision of what the 
Narthex should look like. 

The 11th annual Block Party was held on September 12, 2015.   The decision to hold the event inside was 
made early due to the threat of inclement weather on Saturday.  The Welcome Table and Prayer Station 
were set up under the portico.  2 bands provided live music in the Sanctuary, balloon artists/magicians 
delighted children of all ages in the Narthex, face painting and kids crafts in the Brisbane room and food 
and games in Willits Hall.  Children were given bags full of school supplies as they left the event.  
Approximately 80 bags were given out. A grand time was had by all!!! It was nice to have so many families 
from the community inside our building during this event. 

Pastor Cheryl Ann facilitated a New Members class in the fall and four individuals were received into 
membership in October. 

Name tags and magnetic boards were purchased and everyone is encouraged to wear their name tag on 
Sunday mornings.  This will be especially helpful when we call a new Pastor.  Thanks to the Trustees for 
hanging the boards in the Narthex. 

A Live Women of Faith Simulcast was held October 2nd and 3rd.  Unfortunately the event was not well 
attended and the committee has decided that NPC should not host another Simulcast in 2016.  A big 
“thank-you” to Linda Palmer and Suzie Hoskins for all of their hard work during the Simulcast.  

Exam nights were held in the April and December for Elmira College Students.  During Exam nights the 
building is open from 9:00 p.m. -2:00 a.m. for students looking for a quiet place to study and good food. 

The committee participated in the Hope of Christmas again this year.  This annual event has taken place in 
Wisner Park for more than ten years.  A number of area churches from a variety of denominations come 
together to offer the community the “Hope of Christmas”.  NPC provides free hats and gloves, cookies, 
beverage, face painting and a craft.  This year, because of the beautiful weather, more than 1,500 people, 
many of them children, received the love of Christ through a pair of mittens.  Glory to God! Thank you to 
all who donated hats, gloves, cookies, time and talents to this event. 
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Pastor Nominating Committee 

The PNC was commissioned on November 1, 2014. 
The Committee on Ministry appointed a liaison - Pastor Jane Winters to work with the PNC. 
The PNC received an orientation on “Calling a Pastor” on January 8, 2015 with Pastor Betsey Crimmins. 
**Note - The PNC could not hold any meetings until after the orientation. ** 

First PNC Meeting: Getting Organized - January 15, 2015 
1. Chair Person: Barbara Duryea 
2. Vice Chair Person: Wendy Swatling 
3. Secretary: Suzie Hoskins/Karen Mosteller [shared] 
4. Budget: Larry Campbell/Jim Mosher [shared] 
5. Presbytery liaison - Pastor Jane Winters 
6. Prayer and devotions - rotate weekly among committee members. 
7. Set up a Communication Plan: Presbytery, Candidates, Session and Congregation 
8. Reviewed instructions for filling out the Ministry Information Form [MIF] 

January 22, 2015 through April 16, 2015 
Filled out Ministry Information Forms 
It may seem like a long time to fill out these forms, but if you look at our MIF on the church website you 
will understand. 

April 20, 2015 
The Session approved the Ministry Information Form. 

May 5, 2015 - June 10, 2015 
The Committee on Ministry approved our MIF. 
**The COM only meets once a month** 
Once our MIF was approved by the COM and we received a password, we could post our MIF online. Once 
our MIF was posted we needed approval again from COM that our MIF was not changed in anyway or 
different from what was presented to them on May 5, 2015.  Also needed our Clerk of Session to approve 
MIF online. MIF was finally released and we were matched with Pastor Information Forms. 

June 11, 2015  
Began reading and reviewing PIF’s 

August - October 2015 
Reviewing PIF’s 
Working on 1st and 2nd interview questions 
1st interview is via Skype/phone 
2nd interview is face to face 
Reading/watching/listening and discussing sermons of prospective candidates 

November - December 2015 
Renewal of Covenant for The Pastor Nominating Committee 
Continuation of discussion of sermons of prospective candidates 
Worked on Budget for PNC 
PNC reference checks on prospective candidates 
Started process of  1st interviews of prospective candidates 

 



33 

Personal Needs Fund 

Deposits Disbursed 
1/23/2015 $41.00 4/15/2015 purchased 4-$25 Tops gift cards, $100.00 
2/19/2015 $200.00 11/25/2015 purchased 8-$25 and 5-$10 Tops gift cards, $250.00 

Date Request Funds Given 

2/17/2015 Audrey Vanderhoff reimbursed for payment to Rent A Center for 
Lawrence G. who lost his job recently 

$37.00 

4/14/2015 Laura C. for diapers $10.00 

5/13/2015 Paul B. – transportation to NYC to pick up a car $40.00 

7/29/2015 April A. – gas to get back to Ohio $25.00 gift card 

8/5/2015 William & Bonnie G. – bus money and food $10.00 tokens 
$25.00 gift card 

12/15/2015 Jennifer D. – items for children 2x $25.00  

12/29/2015 Donald C. – just lost job, needs diapers and food for children $25.00 gift card 

January 2016 
Reviewing PIF’s 
Started process of 2nd interviews of prospective candidates 
PNC reference checks on prospective candidates 
Presbytery reference checks on prospective candidates 

 The PNC met  every Thursday night beginning at 6:30 pm except the following: 4/2/15 - Maundy 
Thursday, 8/13/15 - VBS, 10/15/15 - Rummage Sale, 11/26/15 - Thanksgiving Day, 12/17/15 - Gateways 
Dinner, 12/24/15 - Christmas Eve, 12/31/15 - New Years Eve. 

 Each committee member received 10 PIF’s each week on Sunday to read, review and evaluate during the 
week before Thursday night’s meeting. [the PIF’s were 6-13 pages each] 

 To date the PNC has read over 100 PIF’s. 
 The PNC meetings consist of scripture readings, prayer, much deliberation, discernment, more prayer 

and keeping in mind that the will of God is with us and guiding us through this process. 
 It will not be six people of the congregation deciding who will be called to be our new pastor, it will be 

God’s calling. 

The PNC members THANK YOU, for your continued prayers, encouragement, and patience during this 
process. 

Respectively submitted by, 
Barbara Duryea 

PNC Members: 
Barb Duryea, Karen Mosteller, Jim Mosher, Larry Campbell, Suzie Hoskins and Wendy Swatling. 
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Staff Relations Committee 

After a year of work a revised handbook for staff was also completed by the committee replacing one last 
updated over ten years ago. The Staff Relations Committee worked with the interim pastors to clarify job 
descriptions for staff. Revised job descriptions were approved by session and the committee continues to 
monitor them. The committee will support the pastor in preforming a review of each employees work 
over the past year. A recommendation of compensation for staff was provided to session by the 
committee. Committee members are Bobbi Furnas, Richard Gawenus, Ray Wilson, Larry Campbell and Joel 
Robinson, chair. 

Board of Trustees 

Special Thanks to Heather Flandreau, Cheryl Allison, Steve Allison, Joe Rolls, George Batrowny, Mickey 
Vischansky, Kurt Kalweit, Laura Smith, Jerry Russell, Ethan Wilson, Pat & Jeff Richards, Dave Ostrander, 
Bob Michalko & Bill Furnas. 

Completed Projects:  
 Painted Sanctuary Front Wall 
 Hung Book Rack on the Balcony 
 Painted Stain Wall in Front Stairway 
 Reinforced Woman’s Restroom Counter 
 Sprayed to Eliminate Bees in Willits 
 Sealed Opening Outside of Willits to Prevent Bee Infestation 
 Spread Mulch on the Southside of the Church 
 Scrapped Pillars, Filled & Painted 
 Helped Unload Boy Scouts Food Donations to Food Pantry 
 Installed Pastor & Office Parking Signs 
 Raked Leaves to Curb 
 Trimmed Parking Lot Bushes 
 Setup & Cleanup for Block Party 
 Hung Name Tags Boards 
 Painted Narthex 

Building Usage: 
 Girl Scouts Training and Meetings 
 Board of Elections 
 Cantata Singers 
 Tax Program/CASH 
 Red Cross Blood Drives & Emergency Center 
 AA Meetings 
 AIM 
 YOGA 
 Kindermusik 
 Gateways Thanksgiving & Christmas Dinners 
 College Exam Nights 
 Elmira Riverbanks 
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Worship & Music Committee 

The Music and Worship committee was the busy, productive committee that it needs to be to enhance 
our worship. Some of the more obvious highlights of the year were the dedication service of our new 
hymnals, a joint effort with the fellowship committee for a worship service in Grove Park in the summer 
and  the many details that make advent and Christmas meaningful in our church. 

Presently, the committee is studying the worship section of the Book of Order in an effort to closely 
follow the guidelines of Presbyterian worship. These will be shared in the North Star. 

Music and Worship chair, 

Annette Stevens  

 Arnot Ogden Auxiliary 
 EC Community Service Fair 
 Stamp/Perry Wedding 
 First Pres Food Pantry Fund Raiser 
 Kathryn Martin - Manse 

Equipment Purchases: 
 New Copier 
 Backup Storage Devices 
 Replacement Bulb for LCD Projector along with a spare 

Please let a Trustee know of any repairs and/or improvements that you may have. 
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One Hundred and Twentieth Annual Meeting 
of the Congregation and Corporation 

of the North Presbyterian Church 
Annual Meeting, January 25, 2015 

The Annual Meeting of North Presbyterian Church (NPC) was called to order at 11:40 a.m. with prayer 
led by Pastor Kathleen Waters.  It was determined that a quorum of the membership was present. 

The agenda was approved on the motion by Cheryl Allison, seconded by Erin Jacob.  Motion carried.  

Motion to waive the reading of the minutes of the 119th Annual meeting (approved by Session on 
February 17, 2014) was made by Linda Palmer, seconded by Joel Robinson.  Motion carried.  

An “Affirmation Hunt” was held at each table.  Members of the congregation were asked to review the 
annual report and find at least one thing for which they were grateful or by which they have been 
enriched.  The items of thanks were listed and an elder at each table reported for the entire table.  This 
time of celebration was concluded by the singing of the Doxology.  

Report of Interim Pastor:  Rev. Kathleen Waters noted that her (exit) report can be found in its 
entirety on pages 3-5 of the annual report.  She stated that she is grateful for the experience of walking 
with us and ministering with us over the past fourteen months.  A lot has been accomplished through 
the work of the Transition Team and she encouraged the members of NPC to move forward, learning 
from the past, embracing our history, but not to get stuck there.  She encouraged us to utilize the 
valuable information gathered by the Transition Team.  She thanked the Session for their managerial 
and spiritual leadership and she challenged the Elders to follow God’s calling and the Spirits leadership.  
She thanked the staff and stated that NPC is blessed to have a group of people who all step-up and ask 
“what needs to be done?”  She realizes that there is a temptation to cut staffing when membership 
numbers decline and the average age of the congregation increases.  She feels that in the future NPC 
may need to spend more money on staff support to provide new programs and to help existing, vital 
programs to continue.  Lastly, she reminded the congregation to continue to ask the questions: 
“Who are we as a congregation?”  “Who is God calling us to be?” and “Who is our neighbor?” 

Report of the Temporary Pastor Search Committee:  Elder Jeff Richards reported that the TPSC is 
meeting weekly.  They have received one response to date.  They are hoping to get a few more in the 
upcoming weeks and then they will begin the review and selection process. 

Report of the Pastor Nominating Committee:   Chair of the Committee, Barb Duryea, reported that the 
committee has completed the orientation process which is required by the Presbytery.   They are 
currently working on completing the Ministry Information Form (MIF) which will be placed online when 
it is completed.   Pastors interested in the position will complete and return a Personal Information Form 
(PIF).  All PIF’s will be reviewed by the PNC.  Pastor Jane Winters is the Presbytery liaison for the PNC.  

Recommendations from the Mission Study:  Elders Linda Palmer and Cherie Michalko thanked the 
congregation for their willingness to participate in the Mission Study which was undertaken by the 
Transition Team.  Session has already begun moving forward, using the results of the Study to determine 
areas of ministry that will be undertaken or revitalized in the near future.  Outreach to our community is 
of vital importance.   The annual Block Party is one way in which NPC can reach out and show the love of 
Jesus to the community.  This year, the Outreach Committee intends to enlist the help of the entire 
congregation, as well as those who utilize our building, to make the Block Party a huge success. 



37 

Election of Elders, Deacons and Nominating Committee Members – Elder Linda Robinson presented the 
following slate of Elders, Deacons and Officers as recommended by the Nominating Committee: 

Session Class of 2018 
Bob Michalko 
Ann Motley 
Jeff  Richards 
Joel Robinson 

Deacons Class of 2018 
Maxine Burroughs 
Ann Gawenus 
Audrey Lutz 
Pam Caroscio 

Deacons Class of 2016 
Bobbi Furnas 
Ruth Lord 

Nominating Committee (Members at Large) 
Lynda Carpentier 
Anne Beattie 
Dick Schornstheimer 
Joanie Barneski 
Norma Brooks 

There were no nominations from the floor.  Motion was made by Linda Robinson to close the nominations 
and to approve the slate as presented.  The motion was seconded by Jeff Richards.  Motion carried.  

The proposed 2015 Budget was reviewed.  Elder Richard Gawenus noted that the 2015 budget was 
approved by the Session on January 19, 2015.  He noted that contribution income has been reduced to 
better reflect actual pledges received.  He is hopeful that by working to increase membership we can 
continue to increase the amount being pledged. Elder Gawenus pointed out that the budget will require a 
$145,000 transfer from the Endowment Fund.  He noted that the Endowment Fund performed very well 
in 2014 with a net gain of $45,000.   Elder Gawenus also noted that actual expenses for 2014 were 
$16,000 below budgeted expenses.  Elder Gawenus thanked Larry Campbell, Treasurer for all of his time 
and expertise in preparing the budget and the NPC financial statements.  He also thanked those who 
helped with the Stewardship Campaign.  

Motion to accept the 2015 Budget as presented was made by Richard Gawenus, seconded by Susan 
Hoskins.  Motion carried. 

The Meeting of the Congregation was recessed to conduct the Annual Meeting of the Corporation. 
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Annual Meeting of the Corporation 

The annual meeting of the North Presbyterian Church Corporation was called to order by Elder and 
Corporation President, Susan Hoskins. 

The Treasurer’s Report and the report from the Endowment Committee were reviewed.  Motion to 
approve the Treasurer’s report was made by Mickey Vischansky, seconded by Davey Ostrander.  Motion 
carried. 

Election of Trustees, members of Audit, and Endowment Committees:  Elder Linda Robinson presented 
the following slate of nominees for the Board of Trustees and Audit Committee as recommended by the 
Nominating Committee: 

Board of Trustees  Class of 2017 
Steve Allison 
Jim Bottcher 
Laura Smith 

Audit Committee Class of 2016 
Dick Schornstheimer 

There were no nominations from the floor.  Motion was made by Linda Robinson to close the nominations 
and to approve the slate as presented.  The motion was seconded by Steven Allison.  Motion carried. 

The meeting of the Corporation was closed on the motion by Bill Furnas, seconded by Joel Robinson.  
Motion carried. 

The Annual Meeting of the Congregation was called back to order by Rev. Waters. 

Motion to allow Session to approve the minutes of the Annual Meeting at its February 16, 2015 regular 
meeting was made by Davey Ostrander, seconded by Karen Mosteller.  Motion carried. 

Motion to adjourn was made by Ruth Lord, seconded by Karen Wilson.  Motion carried. 

A moment of silence was observed for those members who passed away during 2014. 

Elder Jeff Richards presented Pastor Waters with a thank-you/farewell gift from the congregation. 

Rev. Waters closed the meeting with a prayer and benediction. 

 

Minutes approved as written by Session February 17, 2015 
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November 2015 First Wednesday Supper 

Block Party 2015 

Church in the Park 2015 

Pantry Patch Garden 2015 

Youth Mission Trip 2015 

Vacation Bible School 2015 
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Operation Christmas Child 2015 

Hanging of the Greens 2015 

Christmas Caroling 2015 

Harvest Supper 2015 


